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PARENTS AND SCHOOLMASTERS 


| SPIRITUAL ASSISTANT, 


For grounding their Children, and thoſe under their 
Care, in ſound Chriſtian Principles, according to 
the Church of Eng/and; agreeable to the late 
Mr Henry Dixon's Inſtructions in the Charity- 


4 Schcol at Bath, on Sundays; and the principal 
\ Feſtivals in the Evening, by the Plan of Mr Ne//on's 


o 


Feftivals, who recommended him, 


WHEREIN 


The BayT1s8MaL Vow, and the Neceſſity of renewing 
it by CoxF1R MATION, is moſt uſefully ſet forth. 


- WT H 


Remarkable Obſervations on ſeveral Paſſages of our 
Saviour's Life, Death, Reſurrection, and ſecond 


Coming ; adapted to the Creed, and the Catechiſm 


explained. | 


To which is added 


A true Account of Rur H P1grce, who. inſtantly 
drop'd down dead in the Devizes Market, in W:/:- 


Sire, the 25th of January, 1753, on repeating a 


raſh Wiſh. 
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To the Right Worſhipful 
JOHN DURBIN, EV 


Maro of the City of Briſtol. 


HE Deſign of the following 

Sheets being built upon a 
Foundation, firſt eſtabliſhed for the 
Practice of true Religion in the tender 
Minds of Youth, by recommending 
the Example of one of the beſt Teachers 
that England has produced, to others 
of his Profeſſion ; I know not to whom 
a Work of this Nature can be more 
properly dedicated than to your Wor- 
ſhip, who, it is well known, have, 
from your Childhood, conſtantly ad- 
hered to the beſt conſtituted Church in 
the World, and in whoſe Power it 1s 
(byVirtue of your high Office) toenjoin 
{ome of the Schoolmaſters of your City 
to follow ſo laudable an Example. 
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The Enumerating their Virtues, to 
whom Things of this Nature are 
dedicated, did it not for the moſt 
Part favour of Flattery, would by 
no Means be my Province to attempt, 
whilſt I am addreſſing a Gentleman 
who. had rather be the Author of a 
thouſand good Things, than be 7 of 1 


| one. An Evidence of this would better 
| come from the general Voice of your | 
| | Citizens, who, as they know beſt, do | 
| likewiſe ſpeak the beſt of you; I ſhall i 
therefore (though I may not be exact ; 
m the Words) endeavour to repeat the \ 
Sentiments of your.Grand Inqueſt de- | 
livered in with their Preſentments at | 
your firſt general Quarter-Seſſions. ls 
« A great Name ariſing from a | 
te great Office, like the Dew of the ; 
« Morning, may be diſſolved by the 
ce next riſing Sun; but a true and 1 
ce diſintereſted Regard for Juſtice, ex- 
* erciſed in the promoting of Virtue 
*« and Religion, muſt ſtamp ſuch a 
*« Character, as all-devouring Time | 
* cannot efface, nor cruel Envy itſelf 
cc deſtroy.” | \ 
EE, «a 
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« A Behaviour, like this, Mr 
« MayoR, from your amiable De- 
e portment in private Life, we have 
te the greateſt Reaſon to expect will 
9 direkt your Actions in the publie 
« Diſcharge of your high Office; and 
e the convincing Proots you have al- 
e ready given us of the blended Virtues 
* of Juſtice, and Humanity, together 
* with your conſtant Attendance at 
the Time of divine Service, leave 
« us without the leaſt Doubt.“ 

Theſe Expectations are ſo reaſonable 
in themſelves, that one cannot help 
foreſeeing the Enjoyment of them, and 
congratulating ſo happy a People. 
Thus Commerce will flouriſh in your 
City, and your Proſperity will in- 
fluence your Neighbours. As by your 
exemplary Charity you have already 
made your Temples the Beauty of 
Holineſs, ſo the Influence of it will be 
ſeen in every Place where the divine 
Honour dwelleth. Your Worſhip's 
Example in ſo firmly adhering and 
conſtantly attending to the eſtabliſhe# 
Church, and truly and indifferently ad- 
miniſtring Juſtice, to the Puniſhment 
A 3 of 
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of Wickedneſs and Vice, and the Main- 


tenance of true Religion and Virtue, 
may incite all that are in Authority 
under his Majeſty, to go and do like- 
wife. Thus our Contention will be 
ſhewn only in our mutual Endeavours 
to ſecure our moſt holy and undefiled 
Religion ; Peace will be promoted at 


Home and Abroad; Nation will not 


be diſpoſed to riſe up againſt Nation, 
but we may hope that our Swords 
will be beat into Plow-ſhares, and our 
Spears into Pruning-hooks, Thus as 
we become true Subjects to a Prince, 
whoſe Diſpoſition 1t 1s to make Peace 
upon Earth, we ſhall be more quali- 
fied for the endleſs Enjoyment of it 
hereafter. In order to which, let us 


join heartily in the Language of the 


beſt of Churches, to addreſs the Throne 


of Grace, That in all his Thoughts, 


Words, and Works, he may ever 
* ſeek God's Honour, and Glory, and 
te ſtudy to preſerve the People com- 
* mitted to his Charge in Wealth, 


Peace, and Godlineſs.” 
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| S inculcating ſound Chriſtian Principles 
on the tender Minds of Youth, will 
moſt probably produce in them ſuitable 
Morals, and lay a Foundation for the prac- 
tical, which is the eſſential Part of Religion, 
it is humbly hoped that the following Sheets 
will meet with your favourable Acceptance, 
to whoſe Care the great Creator and Parent 
of the Univerſe hath committed them a 
Talent or Truſt of the greateſt Importance 
to yourſelves, to them, and to the Public; 
as that in which your preſent and everlaſtin 
Comfort, their Happineſs, and the public, 
Good, are very nearly concern'd; and for 
the faithful Diſcharge of which, you muſt, 
render a ſtrict Account one Day. If“ 
(ſaid an eminent Prelate) * train up my 
« Son in the Ways of Religion, and teach 
« him what it is to keep a Conſcience 
„void of Offence towards Gop and Man, 
„he will then not only have an inward 
« Senſe of his own Duty, but take all 
<« poſſible Care to inſti] it into others, whe- 
ther Children or Servants, that are com- 
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* mitted to his Charge, and thoſe again 
e will do the ſame to theirs, by teaching 
them to walk in the ſame Path, till, by 
Degrees, the Piety and Holineſs of ene 
Man, has diffuſed itſelf to all ſucceeding 
Generations. But now on the other Side: 
If I neglect the Care of my Son's Educa- 
tion, and ſuffer the Leproſy of Sin and 
&© Wickedneſs to taint and corrupt him, it 
is great Odds, without an extraordinary 
Interpoſition of divine Grace, but the In- 
e tection may ſpread itſelf over all my Po- 
« ſterity, and fo draw down upon me the 
Curſes and Accuſations of many Souls in 
Hell, which might otherwiſe have been 
« praiſing and bleſſing Gop for me to all 
« Eternity in Heaven. Hence it is that I 
<« am reſolved to be a ſpiritual, as well as a 
<« natural Father, to my Children; yea, 
eto take more Care to get a Portion for 
« their Souls in Heaven, than to make Pro- 
« viſion for their Bodies on Earth; for if 
« he be accounted worſe than an Infidel, 
<« that provides not for his Family the 
« Suſtenance of their Bodies; What is he 
<« that ſuffers his Family to neglect the Sal- 
|| | <« yation of their Souls?” © Train up a 
| | Child in the Way that he ſhould go,” | 
1 (ſays Solomon) make Religion familiar to 
Children as they grow up, by ſeeing them 
attend all her public and private Duties, of 
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which their Age is capable; maintain your 
Authority over them, but in the moſt tender, 
affectionate, and engaging manner, for if 
you neglect this, they will grow headſtrong, 
and no further regard your Admonitions, 
than they ſuit their own corrupt and vicious 
Inclinations. Great Care therefore muſt 
be taken not to carry this to an Auſterity, 
leſt it affect their Spirits, or leſſen their 
Affection to you. Whenever a gentle Cor- 
rection is neceſſary, make them ſenſible that 
it proceeds from Love and Affection % 
them, and not Rage and Indignation againſt 
them: For, as the before-mentioned Prelate 
obſerves, Gop may correct me for correcting 
them; I may ſet before my Children ſuch 
an Example of Paſſion and III- nature, as 
they will be apt enough to learn without 
; my teaching. them. A Father is a Ruler 
z and a Judge in a Family, by giving Laws, 


tas, nA, 
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and inflicting Puniſhments on Offenders: 
3 But how would a Judge appear, when 
, paſſing Sentence on a Criminal in a Paſſion ? 


It is the ſame to ſee a Father, in the Heat 
and Fury of his Rage, correct his Child: 
If a Father could but fee himſelf in that 
5 Mood, and how ill his Paſſion becomes him, 
1 inſtead of being angry with his Child, he 
would be out of Patience with himſelf. 
Correction ſhould always be proportioned 
to the Nature and Quality of the Offence, 
4 5 | ſo 
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ſo that they may-perceive you are-in memetty 
We muſt not uſe a ſmall Puniſhment for a 
wilful and heinous Crime, eſpecially if it 
be exemplary, and of public Influence; 
which Gop ſo remarkably reſented in Eli's 
Conduct, that though he was a good Man 
in every other Reſpect, yet for this very 
criminal Neglect, the Prieſthood was cut 
off from him, and his Family, for ever: 
J have ſworn” (ſays Gop) “ that the 
<« Iniquity of Eli's Houſe, ſhall not be 
done away by Sacrifice nor Offering for 
« ever, for the Sin that he knoweth; becauſe 
& his Sons made themſelves vile, and he 
E reſtrained them not.” 
Je Vrriety of Childrens Tempers and 
_ fitio:s muſt be alſo conſidered ; one 
be prevailed on by © gentle Adme- 
— n, which ſhould always be in private, 
wh n, perhaps, more public Correction 
may better ſuit another; wheretore the 
greateſt Regard ſhould be had to what will 
moſt probably anſwer the defired End ; 
namely, the divine Glory arid their own 
Welfare: In order to Wich, the followin 
Virtues ſhould be moſt carefullv io pte 
on them, viz. Obedience, Modeſt) Dili- 
gence, Sincerity, governing their 1 ongues 
and Paſſions, Tenderneſs, Compaſſion, So— 
briety, Temperance, and all the «Mential 
Virtues of * Suppoſe a ikil- 
ful 


PRE FA C E. mw 
But would any Man, in his Senſes, be ſo 
much a Devil, as to ſce his Child upon the 
Brink of Danger, and take a Pleaſure to 
ſpur him into it? The Suppoſition is ſo 
horrid, that it ſeems, indeed at firſt, a Re- 
flection upon human Nature even to ad- 
vance it; but yet, alas! there is too un- 
deniable a Proof of its Truth, from num- 
berleſs daily Inſtances; for it is no more 
than what every wicked careleſs Parent is 
uilty of, who, for want of giving his 
Children a Chriſtian, and religious Educa- 
tion, correcting and rooting up thoſe vici- 
ous and ſinful Inclinations, which are the 
Weeds and Tares which grow up on an 
unregenerate Soul, do. as it were, wanton] 
puſh them into certain Deſtruction, and 
caſt them into everlaſting Fire. From 
which moſt miſerable Doom good Lord de- 
liver Parents and Children, for thy Mercies 
Sake in CHRIST Jesvus, and grant that 
we may all know, and do, in this our Day, 
the Things that concern our everlaſtin 
Peace, before they are for ever hid from 
our Eyes. 
And, as to you Gentlemen School- 
maſters, you are dignificd with a very 
high and important Truſt; a Truſt, that 
formerly the beſt conſtituted Common- 
wealths committed to the Magiſtrate, even, 
rather 
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ſo that they may perceive you are in earneſt: 
We muſt not uſe a ſmall Puniſhment for a 


wilful and heinous Crime, eſpecially if it 


be exemplary, and of public Influence; 
which Gop ſo remarkably reſented in Els 
Conduct, that though he was a good Man 
in every other Reſpect, yet for this very 
criminal Neglect, the Prieſthood was cut 
off from him, and his Family, for ever: 
J have ſworn” (ſays Gop) “ that the 
<« Iniquity of Eli's Houſe, ſhall not be 
« done away by Sacrifice nor Offering for 
« ever, for the Sin that he knoweth; becauſe 
c his Sons made themſelves vile, and he 


E reſtrained them not.” 


T' e Viriety of Childrens Tempers and 
Diſj ſitiois muſt be alſo confidered ; one 
ma: be. prevailed on by a gentle Admo- 
niti n, which ſhould always be in private, 
wh n, perhaps, more public Correction 
may better ſuit another; wheretore the 
greateſt Regard ſhould be had to what will 
moſt probably anſwer the defired End; 
namely, the divine Glory arid their own 
Welfare: In order to witch, the following 
Virtues ſhould be moit caretully it pπ Nd 
on them, viz. Obedience, Modeſt); Dili- 
gence, Sincerity, governing their J ongues 
and Paſſions, Tenderneſs, Compaſſion, 50- 
briety, Temperance, and ali the «Acntial 
Virtues of Chriſtianity, Suppoſe à Ki- 
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But would any Man, in his Senſes, be ſo 
much a Devil, as to {ce his Child upon the 
Brink of Danger, and take a Pleaſure to 
ſpur him into it? The Suppoſition is ſo 
horrid, that it ſeems, indeed at firſt, a Re- 
flection upon human Nature even to ad- 
vance it; but yet, alas! there is too un- 
deniable a Proof of its Truth, from num- 
berleſs daily Inſtances ; for it is no more 
than what every wicked careleſs Parent is 
guilty of, who, for want of giving his 
Children a Chriſtian, and religious Educa- 
tion, correcting and rooting up thoſe vici- 
ous and ſinful Inclinations, which are the 
Weeds and Tares which grow up on an 
unregenerate Suul, do. as it were, wantonly 
puſh them into certain Deſtruction, and 
caſt them into everlaſting Fire. From 
which moſt miſerable Doom good Lord de- 
liver Parents and Children, for thy Mercies 
Sake in CHRIST JEesvs, and grant that 
we may all know, and do, in this our Day, 

the Things that concern our everlaſtin 
Peace, before they are for ever hid from 
our Eyes. | 
And, as to you Gentlemen School-- 
maſters, you are dignificd with a very 
high and important Truſt; a Truſt, that 
formerly the beſt conſtituted Common- 
wealths committed to the Magiſtrate, even, 
rather 
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rather than to the Parents. When Antipater 


demanded of the Spartans, fifty of their 
Children, for Hoſtages, they declared, they 


had rather part with twice ſo many Men: 


So much did they value their Country's 


Education. You have it in your Power 
to make Religion familiar and pleaſant to 


thoſe under your Care, and when you con- 
ſider that the divine Honour, the Welfare 
of your Country, and the Salvation of 


Souls, are ſo nearly concern'd (never more 


ſo, ſurely, than in an Age wherein Liber- 


tiniſm and Infidelity ſo greatly abound). 
you cannot think one half Hour every 
other Day too much, employed in Cate- 
chizing (and which will be ſufficient to 
anſwer this Purpoſe) when many of you, 


I may venture to affirm, ſpend one Hour 


and a half in a Week, much leis profitably. 


The good Man, now with Gop, whoſe 


laudable Example is hereby recommended 


to your Imitation, was never weary in Well- 
doing, and his Light, in this Reſpect, 
ſhone with ſuch Luſtre, that many of the 


Right Reverend the Biſhops honoured 


his Sunday- Evening Inſtructions with 


their venerable Preſence; One of whom 
offered him Orders, and a Proviſion, which, 


by the Advice of his good Friend Mr 
Nelſon, he declined accepting, thinking he 
was doing more good, in furniſhing the 
tender 
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tender Minds under his Care with ſound 
Principles, than he could upon a Parochial. 
Cure. 

I beg Leave only to add, that if you 
endeavour to be what he was, you may 
ſecurely depend on becoming what he now 
is, in the full Fruition and Enjoyment 
of that moſt adorable Being, who hath 
declared, that thoſe who honour him, he 
will honour; and they who deſpiſe him, 
mall be lightly eſteemed. 


THE 


H 


LI F E 


Mr HENRY DIXON. 


R HENRY Dixown was born in 

London, in 1675 : Who may truly 
be ſaid, to have been a ſincere Lover of 
Gop and Man, for the whole Courſe of 
his Life was a continued Series of pro- 
moting the Glory of one, and the preſent 
and everlaſting Happineſs of the other. 
Before he ſaw twenty Years, he was Maſter 
of St Andrew's School in Holborn; from 
whence he was recommended, at the In- 
ſtitution of that at Bath, by RoBERT 
NeLsoN, Eſq; * who was one of the firſt 
Propoſers of it, and the firſt Collector at 
the Door of the Abbey for it. His Zeal 
for 
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* A Name worthy of Reverence, from every Or- 
thodox Member of the Church of England, for his 
incomparable Treatiſe on her Feaſts and Faſts. 
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for propagating ſound Chriſtian Principles, 
hath appear'd, not only from his Sunday 
Evening Inſtructions, which edified Num- 
bers who attended them, as well as his own 
Scholars, (a laudable Example for School- 
maſters) but alſo from his admirable 
Enghfþ Inſtructor, which hath paſs'd thro? 
Twenty-one Editions; whoſe Leſſons are 
formed on the Plan of our Church Cate- 
chiſm, inculcating on thoſe tender Minds, 
their Duty to Gop, their Neighbour, and 
| themſelves; as alſo from other uſeful Tracts 
now extant, whereby, though being dead, 
he yet ſpeaketh, and will live in the Memory 
of many worthy and conſiderable Men bred 
up by him, whoſe Grand-children he hath 
with Pleaſure beheld, He ever continued 
his tender Care over thoſe little Ones, whom 
he well knew it to be againſt the Will of his 
heavenly Father, that one of them ſhould be 


loſt. He had a great Knowledge of human 


Nature, was enriched with the Ornament of 
a meek Spirit, whereby he prevailed over 
the Children in the tendereſt and moſt 
affectionate Manner, ſhewing the greateſt 
Marks of his Eſteem to thoſe who moſt 
regarded his Inſtructions, and were for- 
wardeſt in attending religious Duties, which 
raiſed an Emulation in the others to obtain 
it. He had ſuch a Share of Chriſtian Sym- 
pathy, that when a diſtreſſed. Object (which 

| none: 
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none could be readier to relieve according 
to his Ability) was propoſed to him, Tears 
fell from his Eyes, and the Pleaſure he 
enjoyed in relieving them, was to Him a 
continual Feaſt, On my recommending one, 
I deſired he would excuſe me in the many 
ſuch Liberties I had taken. He replied, 
e My dear Friend, you have favoured me 
& beyond this poor Creature, in giving me 
« ſuch a freſh Pleaſure in doing Good, 
c which none know but thoſe who do it.” 
No Man loved his Friends better, and he 
would have rejoiced to have forgiven his 


Enemies, had he any to forgive. Upon 


his Face dwelt a viſible Serenity of Temper : 
His Converſation was always agreeable and 
edifying, and that to thoſe who were greatly 
his Inferiors, as I have often experienced ; 
and his Sincerity was no Sufferer by his 
Complaiſance, It was his greateſt Con- 
cern, that in a few of his latter Years, he 
labour'd under a Diſorder that diſabled him 
from Attendance on divine Service, where 
he could not be ſix Minutes without being 
troubleſome. He was a great Admirer 
of Church Muſic, wrote a Tract on its Uſe 
and Abuſe, and often reflected on ſome of 
the Organiſts in the Metropolis, for intro- 
ducing light Airs into their Voluntaries, 
which ſhould conſiſt of nothing but what 
tends to ele vate the Soul to the divine or 
. je 
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ject of Adoration. In Ofober he began to 
ripen for Glory, the Heat and Inconvenience 


of which, he bore with great Compoſure, 
true Chriſtian Patience and R cfignarion to | 


to the divine Will: From hence, and the 
whole Tenor of his Conduct, there was the 
utmoſt Reaſon to believe, that when he * 
<« walked through the Valley of the Shadow | 
& of Death, he feared no Evil;“ and that 
when his Heart failed, he found Him on 
whoa he had believed, to be the Strength | 
of his Soul, which he committed unto Him, 
as unto a faithful Creator, and moſt mer- 
ciful Saviour, on the 24th of OFober, 1760, 
in the 85th Year of his Age, when he was 
taken to the heavenly Choir, to be preſent 
among the Angels in their harmonious 
Concerts, and to add his Hallelujah. 

Thus have you a ſhort Account of the 
exemplary Life, and happy Death, of this 
extraordinary Man, whoſe juſt Character 

can't be given in few Words, and this Place 
will not allow of many; to be able to 
deſcribe him aright it is neceſſary to be 
like him; wherefore I muſt content myſelf 
with a very imperfect Draft of him. 

You who loved him (and who that knew 
him did not?) you cannot better ſhew it 
than by re ee to be like him; let 
all his ſeaſonable Admoniticns fink dee 


into your Hearts, and remember the Wo. ds 
he 
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he ſpake unto you, while he was yet with 


ou ; and let us all endeavour to improve 
his Directions to our Advantage ; let him 
ſhew us, that neither Wiſdom nor Goodneſs 


can ſcreen us from the Grave, and cut off 


the Entail of Death, but we mult all, ſooner 
or later, ſhake off this earthly Tabernacle 
and then to whom can we fly for Succour, 
but to that moſt ſacred and ſupreme Being, 
who only can comfort us under all our 
Diſtreſſes, prepare laſting Happineſs for 
thoſe that truſt in him, and grant, that after 
we have paſſed through all the Changes 
and Chances of this mortal Life, and this 
Corruption hath put on Incorruption, we 
may all meet together in that glorious 
Place, where they who have thus wiſely 
improved their Talents, will ſhine as the 
Brightneſs of the Firmament ; and they, 
who like our departed Friend, have turned: 
many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for 
ever and ever, | | 
*Till which bleſſed Time, farewel thou 
faithful Friend ; farewel thou Father of 
the Friendleſs, and generouſly compaſſion- 
ate Reliever of the Diſtreſſed ; farewell, 
thou excellent Chriſtian ; thou art gone to 


the happieſt of Climes, where thou haſt 
been welcomed by the Hallelujahs of ſome 
of thoſe little Ones, whom thy Inſtructions 
have aſſiſted in their Journey thither, not 

to 
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to taſte, but perpetually to enjoy thoſe Ri- 

| vers of Pleaſure, which flow from the full 
| Fruition of thy GoD and Saviour, while 
we are left here lamenting thy Abſence 
from us. May thy Example always live 
y in our Hearts, and nothing blot out thy 
Remembrance there, till by endeavouring 
| to live as thou didſt, we may, through the 
| Merits of our ever bleſſed Redeemer, be as 
IH; thou now art, of bleſſed Memory on Earth, 
and happy for ever in Heaven; again en- 

| Joying thy ſweet Company, with the bleſſed 
| Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, who have 
| one before thee, and to join with the 
whole celeſtial Choir in ſinging perpetual 
Hallelujahs unto Him that ſitteth upon the 
Throne, and to the Lamb for ever and 
ever. 
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QuzsT10N. 


H AT Name was given you when 
you was baptized ? | 

A. My Chriſtian Name. 

9, Why is it called yourChriſtian Name? 

A. Becauſe it was given me when I was 
made a Chriſtian ? © 85555 

Q: When was you made a Chriſtian ? 

A. When I was baptized, 

Q: How came you to be made a Chriſ- 
tian? 

A. By being born of Chriſtian Parents 
in Covenant with Gop, who had thereby a 
Right to have me early ingrafted into the 


_ Chriſtian Church by Baptiſm, as the Chil- 


dren of Fewiſh Parents were circumciſed 
under the Law, at eight Days old; were 
thereby admitted into the Fewih Church 
with all her Privileges, 8 
B | 9, What 
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Q: What are the Privileges of your Ad- 
miſſion into the Chriſtian Church? 
A. < I was thereby made a Member of 


« Chriſt, a Child of Gop, and an Inheritor 1 


of the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

9. What is it to be a Member of Chriſt ? 

A. Tobe incorporated into that Church, 
which 1s the myſtical or ſpiritual Body 
whereof Chriſt is the Head: „As we are 
many Members in one Body, and all Mem- 
bers have not the fame Office; ſo we being 
many are one Body in Chriſt, and every one 
Members one of another,” 

9. What is it to be a Child of Gop ? 

A. To be taken into Covenant with 
Gop, and thereby to have ſome Benefits or 
Privileges I had not before. You are all 
the Children of Gop, by Faith in CR 18 
Jesus,” ſaith the Apoſtle. 

9. What is it to be an Inheritor of the 

Kingdom of Heaven ? 
A. To have a Right or Title to the 
Kingdom of Heaven conferred upon me : 
A if Children, then Heirs, Heirs of God, 
and Joint-heirs with Chriſt. | 

Are all baptized Perſons intitled to 
thoſe Privileges? 

A. No. Only thoſe who take the ut- 
moſt Care to perform their baptiſmal Vow. 

* What is your baptiſmal Vow ? 


A. To i 
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A. To renounce the Devil and all his 
« Works, the Pomps and Vanities of this 
« wicked World, and all the ſinful Luſts 
« of the Fleſh ; to believe all the Articles 
« of the Chriſtian Faith, and to keep Gop's 


0 holy Will and Commandments, and walk 


« in the ſame all the Days of my Life.” 
9. You call this your baptiſmal Vow : 
Did you vow this yourſelf at your Bap- 


tiſm? 


A. No; by Reaſon of [nfancy, my God- 
fathers and Godmothers vowed it for me, 
which is what I ought to have vowed my- 


ſelf had I been capable of {| 3 and 


what is now my Duty to en 
utmoſt to perform. 

9. Who do you mean by your God- 
fathers and Godmothers ? 

A. Thoſe who ſpoke for me when I was 
baptized. 

9. You fay your Godfathers and God- 
mothers promiſed three Things for you, 
What 1s the firſt ? 

A. That „I ſhould renounce the Devil 
and all his Works, the Pomps and Va- 
< nities of this wicked World, and all the 
« ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh.”- 

Q; What do you mean by renounce ? 
A. To abhor, forſake, fly Tow, or to 


vour to the 


hate. 
9. Who is the Devil ? 


B 2 A. That 


— — 


4 Me Parents and Schoolmaſters 
A. That wicked Spirit who is in Rebel- 


lion againſt Gop, and makes it his Buſineſs 


to draw ſo many as he can into the ſame 
Wickedneſs: St Peter ſays, he is a roaring 
Lion, walking about, ſeeking whom be may 
devour. 
What mean you by the Devil's 
Works ? 
A. All manner of Sin and Wickedneſs, 
living in open Violation to Gop's Laws; 
as Swearing, Curſing, Lying, Sabbath- 
breaking, Diſobedience to Parents, Murder, 
Adultery, and the like, are the Devil's Works, 
and what my Godfathers and Godmothers 
promiſed I ſhould renounce ; which is no 
more than what is very reaſonable, becauſe 


the Apoſtle ſays, that they who do ſuch Things 


ſhall never inherit the Kingdom of God. So 
that if I would be“ a Member of CHRIST, 


« a Child of Gop, and an Inheritor of the 
Kingdom of Heaven,” I muſt take care 


to renounce the Devil, and all his Works. 


9, What are you to renounce beſides 


the Devil and all his Works?“ 

A. The Pomps and Vanities of this 
<%wicked World.“ 

A; What do you mean by Pomps ? 

A. The Vain-glory of the World, with 
all its covetous Deſires, which can afford 
no Satisfaction to a reaſonable CH, 
an 
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and therefore are called by a late eminent 
Prelate, Vanity or Emptineſs.“ 

9. What are you to renounce beſides 
e the Devil and all his Works, the Pomps 
t and Vanities of this wicked World ?”? 

A. All the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh”? 

9. What do you mean by © the ſinful 


Luſts of the Fleſh ?” 


A. All Deſires or Inclinations after ſinful 
Pleaſures. | 
92. When may you be ſaid to renounce 


them? 


A. When we are not overcome by their 


Temptations, ſo as to commit Sin. 


2: Will you with your own Mouth re- 
new the Vow and Promiſe made in your 
Name at your Baptiſm ? 

A. Yes, if it pleaſeth Gop that I live to 
a proper Age, to be confirmed by the 
Biſhop. 

N Who is the Biſhop : g 

The ſpiritual Father of that Part of 
San s Church where the Providence of 
Gop hath placed me. 

2, What do you, when you are con- 
firmed by the Biſhop ? 

A. I diſcharge my Godfathers and God- 
mothers from the Vow and Promiſe they 
made in my Name at my Baptiſm ; take 


= m" myſelf, thinking I am bound to 


"3 believe 


6 The Parents and Schoolmafters 
believe and do all that they have undertook 


WW me, 


9. How are you confirmed by. the 


Biſhop ? 


A. By being preſented before him on 


my Knees, to be recommended to Almi ghty 
Gop for his gracious Aid and 8 


by the Impoſition of his Hand; with a ſo- 


lemn Prayer appointed by my holy Mo- 
ther the Church for that Purpoſe. 


Q: What is your Duty after you have 


been confirmed by the Biſhop ? 

A. To expreſs my Gratitude to Al- 
mighty Gop, for appointing me to be born 
within the Pale of ſo excellent a Church, 
wherein the Means of Grace are fo regularly 
adminiſtered according to the Will of Gos 
revealed in the holy Scriptures, daily endea- 
"ou to proceed in all virtuous and 

iy Living, not failing to pray conſtantly 
for ay Por s Aſſiſtance herein. 

9. Into what State was you called by 
your Baptiſm ? 

A. A State of Salvation. 

2, Who called you to it? 

A. Gov, the Father. 

9. Through whom were you called to 
it ? 

3 Through our Lord and Saviour 
ESUS CHRIST, 

EA 


„ „ 
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9. What Return are you to make to 
Gop for it? 

A. Heartily to thank him. 

9. How are you to thank him? 

A. As my holy Mother the Church hath 
admirably directed me, „“ not only with 
% my Lips, but in my Life, by giving up 


e myſelf to Gop's Service, and by walk- 


<« ing before him in Holineſs and Righte- 
e ouſneſs all my Days.” | 
. What is this State of Salvation you 
here thank God for calling you to? 
A. That which I was admitted into by 
my Baptiſm, 
2, What doth the baptized Perſon pro- 
miſe to Gop ? | 
A. That he will ſerve and obey him. 
2; What doth Gop promiſe to him? 
A. Upon this Condition, or in Conſi- 
deration hereof, Gop promiſeth to him eter- 
nal Life. | 
; Doth Gop promiſe this for our own 


Merits or Deſerts ? 


A. No; for the Sake, and through the 
Merits of our Lord and Saviour IEsUs 
CHrisT. 


2, How did Cnr1sT purchaſe this for 


us? 


A. By his Death and Sufferings. 
Ho do you prove that? 
B 4 A. From 
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Help ? 


— — 


A. From Scripture; God purchaſed the 
Church with his own Blood. | 

©. Do you think that you can with your 
own Might, Power and Ability, „Re- 
„ nounce the Devil and all his Works, the 


_« Pomps and Vanities of this wicked World, 


sand all the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh ? *? 
A. No; St Paul ſays, We are unable of 
6:r/elves to do any Thing as of ourſelves. 
2; How then muſt you be enabled? 
A. By the Help of Gop. | 
©. What muſt you do to obtain that 


A. Devoutly pray to Gop for it. 
O MERC1FuL Gop, grant that the old 


Adam may be ſo buried in me, that the 


new Man may be raiſed up in me. Amen. 
GRANT that all carnal Affections 


may diein me, and that all Things belong- 


ing to the Spirit may live and grow in 


me. Amen. 


GRANT that I may have Power and 
Strength to have Victory, and to triumph 
againſt the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh. 
Amen. 


GRANT, that as by thy wiſe and good 
Providence I was early engrafted into thy 
Church by Baptiſm, and thereby received 


for thy own Child by Adoption, and have 


ever 
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ever ſince enjoyed the Means of Grace ; 
for which ineſtimable Bleſſing and Benefits 


; adored be thy holy Name, ſo.I may be 


ſtedfaſt, and unmoveable in that moſt holy 


q Faith I was then baptized, joyful through . 
hope of the Promiſes thou haſt laid up in 


Store for them that love thee, and ſo rooted. 
and grounded in Love to all Mankind, may 
ſo paſs through the Waves of this trouble- 
ſome World, that finally I may come to 
the Land of everlaſting Life, there to reign 
with thee, World without End, throug]! 
]Jesvs ChRISH our Lord. Amen. 


QA: What is the ſecond Thing your God- 
fathers and Godmothers promiſed for you? 
A. That I ſhould believe all the Arti- 
cles of the Chriſtian Faith.“ | 
Q: Where are the Articles of the Chriſ- 


tian Faith contained? | 


A. They are collected from the holy 
Scriptures into one general Summary of 
Faith, called the Apoſtle's Creed. { 

2, Why is it called the Apoſtles Creed? 

A. Becauſe it was the Faith of our 
Lord's Apoſtles, who as they were daily 
converſant with him, . beſt knew his Will 
concerning what to believe themſelves, and 
communicate to his Church, upon whole 
Foundation ſhe is built, of which Church 
we are Members. 


Ii B 5 9. How 
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2, How many Articles does this Creed 
contain ? 

A. Twelve. 

9. What is the firſt ? 

A. „I believe in Gop the Father Al- 
«« mighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth.” 

Q: What is Gop the Father? 

A. An infinite, all-wiſe, almighty, eternal 
Spirit, 

9. How did Gop make Heaven and 
Earth ? 

A. By the Word of his Power: He ſaid; 
Let there be Light, and there was Light. 

What do you mean when you ſay 
Gop is Almighty ? 

A. That he is able to do all Things. 

2, In how many Reſpects is Gop a 
Father ? 

A. Three. Firſt, He is a Father to all 
Mankind. Secondly, He is, in a peculiar 
manner, a Father to us Chriſtians, Thirdly, 
He is, in a particular manner, a Father to 
our Lord Jesus CHRIST. 

9. How is Gop a Father to all Man- 


kind ? . 


A. As he created, and daily preſerves 
them by his Providence. 
Q: How is Gop, in a peculiar manner, 
a Father to us Chriſtians ? 
A. As he has admitted or taken-us into 
Covenant with himſelf by Baptiſm ?- 
| 9, How 
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How is Go, in a particular manner, 


a Father ? 
A. As our Lord JEsus CarisT was be- 


gotten of him before all Worlds, and is 


therefore, as the Council of Nice rightly ex- 


preſſeth him, God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God.” 

: What is the ſecond Article? 

A. „ And in Jzsus ChRISTH his only 
« Son our Lord.” 

2: Who is Jesuvs CurisT ? 

A. The ſecond Perſon in the ever-bleſ- 
ſed Trinity, who taught us our Religion, 
and from whom we are called Chriſtians. 

©, But if Gop be a Father to us and all 
Mankind, as you ſaid under the firſt Article, 
how is it that you © believe in Jesvs 
« Chriſt, his only Son our Lord?“ 

A. This is by no Means contrary to the 
other, for though we and all Mankind are 
in ſome ſenſe, and after ſome manner, the 
Sons of Gop, yet we are not in the ſame 
ſenſe, and after the ſame manner, the Sons 


of Gop, wherein IEsus is the Son of Gop; 


for he was ſo by eternal Generation, but we 


by Adoption. 


2, What does IJ xsus ſignify ? 
A. A Saviour. 
Q: How is Jesvs a Saviour? 
A. By leaving the Boſom of his Father, 
coming down from Heaven, and aſſuming 
B 6 human 
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human Nature, to ſave his People from 
bl their Sins. hos 2 
it Q. What does Carisr ſignify ? 

'" A. Anointed. s 
1 Q. To what Offices was CHRIST 
4 anointed ? ET 

þ A. Of PRophET, PRIEST, and KING. 
1 How did CRHRISH execute his Office 
if F of a Prophet ? 
| ul A. Not only by foretelling future Events,, 
I! 1 as the being betrayed by one of his Apoſtles, 
no \ denied by another ; the manner of his Suf- 
0 | ferings, Death, and Reſurrection; the Signs 
before his laſt Judgment; the manner of 
1 his ſecond Coming thereto, and his particu- 
| lar deſcribing the Circumſtances of that 
| awful Tribunal; but by inſtructing us in. 
Wi the whole Will of Gop, fo far as is neceſſary 
h . for us to know, in order to everlaſting Sal- 

| vation. | 

_ Q. How did CHRIST exerciſe his Prieſtly 
Office ? | | 

A. Partly when on Earth, and partly 

now in Heaven; for as here upon Earth. 
by the Holineſs of his Life, and the Igno- 
miny of his Death, he made a full Satis- 
faction to Gop's Juſtice for our Sins, ſo he 
is now at the right Hand of Gop making 
continual Interceſſion to Gop's Mercy for 
our Souls, there preſenting the Prayers of 
the Church to his heavenly Father, per- 
fumed. 
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fumed with the Incenſe of his own moſt 
precious Merits, and preparing a Place for 


us, and us for that glorious Place, that, 


where he is we, to our everlaſting Comfort, 
may be alſo. 

Q. How does CHRIST exerciſe his Kingly 
Office ? 

A. Not only by giving us neceſſary and 
wholeſome Laws to govern ourſelves by, 
and affixing Rewards and Puniſhments to 
the Obedience or Neglect of thoſe Laws, 
but protecting his Church againſt all the 
Powers of her Enemies, not permilting the 
Gates of Hell to prevail againſt her. - 

Collect for the ſixth Sunday after the 

Epiphany. 
Q. What is the third Article of the 


Chriſtian Faith ? 


A. Who was conceived by the Holy 


« Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Mary.” 
Q. By whom, when our bleſſed Lord 


vouchſafed to become Man, was he con- 
ceived ? 
A. By the extraordinary Operation of the 


Holy Ghoſt: The Holy Ghoſt, ſaid the 


Angel to the bleſſed Virgin, hall come upon 
thee, and the Power of the Higheſi ſhall over- 


ſhadow thee , therefore alſo that holy Thing 


that ſhall be born of thee ſhall be called the 
Son of God. | 
Q. Of whom was Car1sT born? 


A. Of 
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A. Of the Virgin Mary; for „when 
*© he took upon him to deliver Man, he did 
not abhor the Virgin's Womb.“ 

Q. To what End was he born? 7 
A. To ſhew us a perfect Pattern of Ho- 

lineſs and Obedience by his Life, and to 
make a full Satisfaction to Gop's Juſtice for 
our Sins by his Death. 


O swRET Saviour, who for the Love of 
Mankind didſt vouchſafe to deſcend from 
thy royal Throne, from the Boſom of thy 
Father, into this Vale of Miſery, and to 
take on thee the Form of a Servant, even 
human Fleſh in the ſanctified Womb of a 
pure Virgin, and be born without Impeach- 
ment to her Virginity: 

Be pleaſed, ot thy great Clemency, to 
make my Heart thy Habitation; adorn 
it to that End with all ſpiritual Graces, and 
be daily born in me, by renewing in my 
Soul a fervent Love to thee; take from 
me all ambitious Thoughts, and grant that 
I may be ever in thy Sight a little Infant in 
Humility and Lowlineſs of Spirit. | 
O O gracious Lord, who at thy Birth was 
received into the World with the joyful 
Hymns of Angels, and found, to the great 
Delight and Admiration of the poor Shep- 
herds; | 
Give 
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Give thy Grace unto me, thy poor and 
unworthy Servant, continually to perſevere 
in thy Praiſes, to ſeek thee with the Shep- 
herds Affection, by ſeeking to find thee 3 
and finding thee, always to rejoice in thee ; 

O ſweet Jzsv, who waſt pleaſed on the 
eighth Day to be circumciſed, and in that 
moſt tender Age didſt begin to ſhed thy 
Blood for the Love of Mankind ; 

Cut off, I entreat thee, all Superfluities 
from my Soul, and take from me all evil 
Thoughts, Words, and Works. 

. What. is the fourth Article of the 
Chriſtian Faith ? 

A. «+ He ſuffered under Pontius Pilate. 
« was crucified, dead and buried : he de- 
« ſcended into Hell.” 

Who was Pontius Pilate ? __ 

A. The Roman Governor of Juden. 

2: What did Cur1sT ſuffer? 

A. When the bleſſed Jesus took upon 
him human Nature, he was ſubject to all 
thoſe Miſeries and Infirmities, thoſe out- 
ward Injuries and violent Oppreſſions, to 
which mortal Man is liable; his whole Life 
was full of Sufferings from his Birth in the 
Stable to his Death upon the Croſs ; parti- 
cularly in his laſt bitter Paſſion he ſuffered 
molt exquiſite Pains and Torments in his 
Body, and inexpreſſible Grief and Anguiſh, 
and unknown Sorrows in his Soul. 


What 
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: What did our Lord ſuffer in his 
Body? | 
A. He was betrayed by Judas, and de- 
nied by Peter, both his own Diſciples, and 
all the reſt moſt cowardly forſook him and 
fled ; he was apprehended and bound by 
the rude Soldiers as a Malefactor, derided, 
mocked, ſpit upon by the People and Sol- 
diers, was the Scorn, Contempt, and Sport 
of his inſolent and inſulting Enemies, was 
worried to Death by the Clamours of the 
Rabble, that cried, Crucify him, crucify him ; 
and at laſt was nailed to the Croſs, upon 
Nhich, after having hung three Hours, he 
gave up the Ghoſt: A Death of utmoſt 
Shame and Ignominy, as well as Torment 
inſupportable. | 
O: What was the Nature of Crucifix- 
ion? TA 
A. It was a Roman Puniſhment, remark- 
able for the exquiſite Pains and Torments 
of it, it being the moſt painful and moſt 
ſhameful of all their ways of diſpatching 
Criminals; the Body was laid on a Piece 
of Wood, afterwards erected and fixed in 
the Earth, and the Hands nailed to a tranſ- 
verſe Beam faſtened towards the Top there- 


of, and the Body reſted on another Piece 


of Wood towards the lower Part of that 
which was erected, and the Feet nailed, 
The Torment of it appeared from the pierc- 


ing 
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ing thoſe Parts with Nails which are moſt 
nervous, and yet did not quickly procure 
Death; and the Ignominy was evident from 
thoſe on whom it was inflicted, Slaves and 
Fugitives ; but when the Roman Emperors 
became Chriſtians, this Puniſhment was 
ſtrictly forbidden, out of a due Reſpect, and 
pious Honour to the manner of CHAIST's 
Death: And inſtead of the Croſs being an 
Inſtrument of Shame, ſtanding like our 
Gallows at Places of Execution, was trans- 
formed into a Signal of Glory, and pub- 
licly erected as ſuch in moſt of the Chriſtian 
Churches in the World; and the Church 
uſeth it at admitting every Member by 
Baptiſm, that he may not be aſhamed to 
acknowledge his Belief in a crucified Sa- 
viour ; God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave 
in the Croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and bim 
crucified ; and may the World be crucified to 
me, and I unto the World. 

2 How doth it appear that our Saviour 
fuffered in his Mind ? 

A. From thoſe grievous Agonies he felt, 
firſt in the Garden of Getb/emane juſt before 
his Apprehenſion, when his Soul was ex- 
ceeding ſrrotoful, even unto Death; when 
he ſweat as it were great Drops of Blood fall- 
ing to the Ground; and prayed thrice with 
great Vehemence to his Father, that if it 
were poſſible that bitter Cup might wu 
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from him: and from that Anguiſh he ex- 
preſſed upon the Croſs, when he broke out 
into that paſſionate Exclamation, My God, 
my God, why haſt thou for faken me ! So that 
Evil to come tormented his Soul with Fear, 
and Evil preſent with Sadneſs, Sorrow, and 
2 

, Whence proceeded that Horror and 
Dread which ſeized our Saviour upon the 
Approach of his Paſſion? 

A. Not from the Proſpect of Death, for 
Martyrs have embraced that with Joy, as 
well as Reſignation, when attended with 
Cruelty. Therefore ſome have thought 
that the Devil exerted all his Power and 
Malice to diſtract and afflict our Saviour 
with diſmal Apprehenſions and horrid Fan- 
taſms; and that it was this Conflict with 
the Powers of Hell, which cauſed his in- 
expreſſible Anguiſh. And this Notion hath 
ſome countenance from our Saviour's call- 
ing the Seaſon of his Paſſion, The Power of | 
Darkneſs. But if we conſider how perfectly 
the bleſſed IE sus underſtood the Evil and 
Guilt of Sin, how zealous he was of Gop's 
Glory, how deſirous of the Salvation of 
Mankind, and yet withal, that he knew 
how ſmall a Number would be ſaved, how 
an ungrateful and rebellious World would 
fruſtrate the End of his Death, and the 
Deſigns of his Mercy ; we may in -ſome 

meaſure 


nr . 
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meaſure gueſs at that Anguiſh which ſunk 


and 33 him in ſuch a wonderful man- 
ner; for we may imagine how much he, 


who loved us ſo well as to die to redeem 


us, might be grieved and afflicted, when he 


foreſaw that even by his Dying he ſhould 


not ſave us all. 
9. For what reaſon: did our Saviour ſuf- 


fer the painful and. ſhameful Death of the 


Croſs ? 
A. To deliver us from the Wratb to come, 
and !o purchaſe eternal Redemption for us: 


and to give us a perfect Pattern of Patience 
and Reſignation to the Will of Gop, and 
of all thoſe Chriſtian Virtues, neceſſary to 
qualify us to receive the Benefit of his Ex- 
piation; leaving us an Example that we 
ſhould follow his Steps, For when by our 
Sins we had juſtly incurred the Diſpleaſure 
of Almighty Go p, and were liable to eter- 


nal Miſery, our bleſſed Saviour diſcharged 


the Obligation, and by ſhedding his moſt 


precious Blood, as the Price of our Redemp- 


N tion, he made a full, perfect, and ſufficient. , 


Oblation and Satisfaction to Gop for us. 
9. How doth it appear that the promiſed 


Meſſiah was thus to ſuffer ? 
A. The Prophet Tfatah repreſents the 


Meſſias that was. to come, as a Man of Sor- 


ros, and acquainted with Grief, oppreſſed” 
and afflited, wounded and bruiſed, brought 


10. 
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to the Slaughter, and cut off out of the Land 
of the Living. That he was numbered with 
the Tranſgreſſors. And that the Meſſias is 
treated of in this Chapter, appears not only 
from the genuine Senſe of the Place, but 
from the Confeſſion of the moſt ancient 
Jets. The Prophet Zachary foretels the 
Price for which he was to be betrayed, hir/y 
Pieces of Silver; and that they ſhould look on 
him whom they pierced. The Prophet Da- 
vid more particularly, that /bey ſhould pierce 
bis Hands and his Feet, Which Predictions 
agree with the hiſtorical Account we have 
in the Evangeliſts of the Sufferings of the 
bleſſed Jesus ; who did conſtantly inſtruct 
his Apoſtles in this Truth, not only thar 
they might expect it, but that they might 
be thereby confirmed that he was the true 
Meſſias. And St Paul makes it a Part of 
his Preaching, that Chriſt muſt needs baue 
ſuffered. | 


Q. How was the Sacrifice of our Saviour 


typified under the Law ? 


A. Moſes, in the Inſtitution of the Paſs- 
over, where the Paſchal Lamb was to be 
ſlain, pointed at the Lamb ſlain from the 
Foundation of the World. When the 
Brazen Serpent was ſet up in the Wilder- 
neſs, it declared that the Son of Man ſhould 
be lifted up upon the Croſs. All the Sa- 
crifices for Sin proclaimed, that without 

Effuſion 
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Effuſion of Blood there was no Remiſſion. . 
But the great Type was the Day of Expia- 


- tion and Atonement, enjoined by Gop un- 


der a great Penalty, and obſerved with a 
proportionable Exactneſs both by the High- 
Prieft and the People. It was on this Day 
alone the High-Prieft went by himſelf into 
the Holy of Holies; and beſides the Pro- 
pitiation he was to make for himſelf and 
his Houſe, he made an Atonement for the 
People by two Kids of the Goats for a Sin- 
offering, which he preſented before the 
Lord at the Door of the Tabernacle ; 
where by Lot it was determined which was 
to be offered, and which was to be the 
Scape- goat; with the Blood of that which 
was offered he ſprinklec the Mercy ſeat, on 
the other. he laid both his Hands, and con- 
feſſed over him the Sins of the People, putting 
them upon the Head of the Goat, and ſent 
him away by the Hand of a fit Man unto the 
Wilderneſs. And thus the Apoſtle, in his 


Epiſtle to the Hebrews, repreſents our Sa- 


viour to have been our Higſt- Prieſt, and on 


his Paſſion-day to have offered the Sacrifice 


of himſelf, to have born our Sins in his 
own Body, and with his own Blood to have 
entered into the holy Place not made with 
Hands, and to have appeared as before the 
Mercy-leati in the Preſence of Gop for us. 

| Q. How 
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Q. How was this Day of Atonement 
obſerved among the People? $ 

- A. While the Expiation was making 'in 
the Temple at Jeruſalem, the Jews, where- 
ever they reſided, faſted the whole Day, and 
afflicted their Souls from Evening to Even- 
ing; and whatever Soul it was that was 
not aflitted in that fame Day, he ſhould be 
cut off from among his People. And this 
Affliction of their Souls, was not only by 
Faſting, but by all other Demonſtrations of 


_ Grief, and Abhorrence of their Sins. They 


watched moſt Part of the preceding Night, 
which they ſpent in Prayer; early before 
Sun-riſing they met in their Synagogues, 
and paſſed the Day in public Exerciſes of 
Devotion, they were diſmiſſed with the ſo- 
lemn Benediction of the Prieſts who were 
were preſent. And except the Day was 
employed after this manner, they were not 
to any Benefit from the Sacrifice 
which was then offered. 

Q. Did the Practice of any Chriſtians 
upon Good-friday bear any Conformity with 
that of the Jews upon their Day of Atone- 


ment? | 


A. In the Meſtern Church on Good-friday, 
the holy Prieſts made our Saviour's Suffer- 
ings the Subject of their Diſcourſes to the 
People, whom they inſtructed upon that 


Occaſion in the Myſteries of our Redemp- 


tion; 
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tion; and all the People, except ſuch as 
were excuſed by Age or Sickneſs, were 


* bound to faſt the whole Day, till the Prieſt 
8 towards Evening with a loud Voice did 
d proclaim public Abſolution; and this 
& upon the Penalty. of being excluded from 
x the Lord's Table at Eaſter. The _— 
4 whereof was, that by this outward Teſti- 
: mony.of their true Repentance for their 
/ Sins, and by the Benefit of prieſtly Abſo- 
f | lution they might be the better fitted to 
| ſolemnize the grand Feſtival of our Savi- 
, our's Reſurrection, and to eat the Chriſtian 
K Paſſover. 

7 Q. But our Meſſias being Gon as well 


as Man, how could he ſuffer, ſince the di- 
vine Nature is not ſubject to any Senſe of 
| Miſery ? 
8 A. Our bleſſed Saviour ſuffered only in 
| his human Nature, that Nature of Man 
which he took upon him; but ſince it was 
united to the Divine Nature, and that there 
was a moſt intimate Conjunction of both 
Natures in the Perſon of the Son, there 
did from thence reſult a true proper Com- 
munication of Names, Characters and Pro- 
perties; ſo that the very eternal Son of 
Gop, may rightly be ſaid to have ſuffered 
whatſoever the Man CHRISTH I Es us endured 
in the Fleſh for Sinners, becauſe the Pro- 
perties of each Nature ſeparate, may * 
ly 
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ably be affirmed of that Perſon in whom 
the two Natures are united. | 
Q. What may we learn from the Com- | $; 
memoration of CHRIST's Sufferings* | | 
A. The great Evil of Sin, which we are N 
apt to make fo flight of, and yet Gop in- fr 
carnate was made a Sacrifice to deliver us 0¹ 
from the Guilt of it. The infinite Love of | »f 
our dear Redeemer, who ſuffered ſuch bitter p 
Torments and inexpreſſible Anguiſh, to v 
purchaſe eternal Salvation for us. That b 
the good Things of this Life are not ſo y. 
valuable, nor the Evils of it ſo conſiderable * 
as we are apt to imagine, when the beſt 0 
Man that ever lived was ſo deſtitute of the fe 
common Comforts and Conveniences of 0 
human Life, and ſhared ſo largely in the 1 
Allflictions and Sufferings of it. That the 0 
Favour of Gop is not to be meaſured by v 
outward Proſperity in this World, nor his te 
Wrath and Indignation to be concluded 
from temporal Afflictions, ſince the greateſt 
Sufferer that ever was, was the dearly be- 
loved Son of Gop. To teſtify the Power 
of Cyr1sT's death, by crucifying the old 
Man, and deſtroying the whole Body of 
Sin; not glorying, fave in the Croſs of 
. Car1sT, by which the World is crucified 
unto us, and we unto the World. To bear 
the Calamities of this Life with Patience 
and Reſignation to the Will of Gop, and 
| not 


bd 
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not to murmur and repine that we ſuffer 
what we have ſo highly deſerved, when our 
Saviour, who was perfectly innocent, en- 
dured much greater upon our Account. 
Not to deſpond under the ſharpeſt Trials, 
from a Senſe of our own Weaknefs, becauſe 
our Saviour hath purchaſed for us the Gift 
of his holy Spirit, a moſt powerful Princi- 
ple of Reſolution ; and is himſelf touched 
with a Feeling of our Infirmities, having 
been in all Points tempted like as we are, 
yet without Sin, To make all the Returns 
we are able of Love and Gratitude, To 
ſacrifice all that is dear to us for the De- 
fence of his Truth, and the Propagation 
of his Glory and Honour in the World. 
To extend our Charity to all Mankind, 
our Enemies as well as Friends; for while 
we were Enemies to Gop, CRHRISH died 
to obtain Peace and Reconciliation for us. 


THE Earth did quake and tremble, 
The Sun's molt glorious Eye. 

Now gave no Light, as loth to ſee 
The Lord of Glory die. 


The Skies were cloath'd in black, 
And the harmonious Spheres 

Their uſual Order now forgot ; 
The Clouds diftilled Tears. 


G The 
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The Dead out of their Graves 
Aroſe to give him Room; | 


And every Grave did ſeem to gape, 
LA s if to be his Tomb, 


The Heavens aſtoniſhed, 
Sent down tremendous T hunder ; 
| Yea the Foundations of the World 
Did ſhake to loſe their Founder. 


The impatient Temple rent 
Her ſacred Vail in two, | 
To teach our hard and ſinful Hearts 
What our ſad Hearts ſhould do. 


Shall ſenſeleſs Things do thus? 
Bleſt God! and ſhall not I 
Let one poor Drop fall from mine Eyes 
To ſee my Saviour die ? 


0 let my Tears flow down 
And trickle one by one, 
Till they have pierc'd this Heart of mine 
That's harder than a Stone. 


O THOU my crucified Saviour, Glory 
be to thee for capling thy Sufferings to be 
regiſtered in the Golpel ! there I have read 
and remember the Wonders and Triumphs 

of thy Almighty Love, for which I will 
always adore and praiſe thee. 
I remember, O gracious Lord, how thoy 
who thoughteſt it no Robbery to be equal 
with 
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with Gon, waſt made in the Form of frail 
Man, of the 'vileſt and moſt contemptible 
of Men; for thou tookeſt on thee the Form 
of a very Servant; I remember how many 

roaches and Contradictions, Blaſphemies 

Perſecutions, thou didſt endure from 
a —— and perverſe Generation, and all 
this to ſave us ſinful Men. 

I remember, O gracious Lord, how has 
didſt endure a molt bitter Agony, and didſt 
ſweat as it were great Drops of Blood, 
falling to the Ground ; how thou, who art 
Gop above all, bleſſed for ever, walt trea- 
cherouſly betrayed and apprehended and 
bound as a Malefactor, ſet at nought by 


Herod and his Men of War, denied by 


Peter, forſaken by all thy Diſciples; and 
all this to ſave us ſinful Men. 

I remember how thou, O Lord of Truth, 
waſt accuſed by falſe Witneſſes ; how thou, 
whom all the Angels adore, waſt blind- 
folded and buffeted, mockt and ſpit upon, 
ſtript naked and ſcourged; and all this that 
we might be healed by thy Stripes, and to 
fave us ſinful Men. 

I remember, Lord, how thou that art the 
great Judge of Heaven and Earth, walſt 
thyſelt dragged to the Judgment-ſeat and 
condemned ; how thou, O King of Hea- 
ven, ve crowned with Thorns, and op- 
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preſſed with the Weight of thy own Croſs ; 
and all this to ſave us ſinful Men. 

I remember, O- bleſſed Saviour, how 
thou who art the Lord of Glory, and the 
ſole Author of Life, waſt put to a moſt 
ignominious Death; how thy Hands and 
thy Feet were nailed to a Croſs; how thou 
waſt crucified between two Thieves, and 
numbered with the Tranſgreſſors; how 
thou hadſt a Potion given thee, to imbitter 


thy very laſt Gaſp; and all this to ſave. 


us ſinful Men. 

I remember, O gracious Lord, how 
when, thou wert hanging on the very 
Croſs, thou waſt ſcoffed at and reviled 
how infinitely then thou waſt afflicted and 
bruiſed for our Tranſgreſſions; when the 
Iniquities of us all were laid on thy Shoul- 
ders; how thoudidſtthenexpreſs an Anguiſh 
greater than all the Torments of thy Cru- 
cifixion, when thou didſt cry out, My God, 
my God, why haſt thou forſaken me? and 
how thou didſt at laſt give up the Ghoſt; 
and die thyſelf that we might live. 


Was there ever any Sorrow like that 
which my Loxp and my Gop endured for 
me? Was there any. Love like to that 
Love my Lorp and my Gop has ſhewed 
to me? O'my Saviour, with all my Heart, 
1 love and adore thy infinite Love and Be- 

| 1 nignity 
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nignity to Sinners; with all my Heart! 
lament and deteſt the Hatred and Out- 
rage of Sinners to thee. Inſtil, O my 
God, penitential Love into my Soul, that J 
may grieve for my Sins which rieved thee x 
that I may love thee for ſuffering for us 
Sinners who occaſioned all thy Griefs. © 
may I always love thee! O may I nevc: 
oY thee more! By the Love of thy 
roſs, O Jzsvs, I live, in that I will only 


glory, that above all Things will I ſtudy, 


that above all Things will I value ; by the 
Love of thy Croſs I will take up my Crots 
daily, and follow thee ; I will perſecute, and 


torment, and crucify my ſinful Aﬀections 


and Luſts, which perſecuted, tormented, 
and crucified thee, 

How illuſtrious and amiable were thy 
Graces amidſt all thy Sufferings! O thou 
afflicted Jzsu | I admire and love thy 
profound Humility, unwearied Patience, 
Lamb-like Meek neſs, immaculate Inno- 
cence, invincible Courage, abſolute Reſig- 
nation, compaſſionate Love of Souls, and 
perfect Charity to thy Enemies. Give me 
Grace to tread in th 1 and conform 
me to thy divine * mage; that the more 
I grow like thee, the more 1 may love thee, 
and the more I may be loved by thee. 
. Lord Jzsvs, Amen. 
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O cracrovs Lord, who being crucified 
between two Thieves, didft promiſe to one 
of them, believing on, and confeſſing thee, 
the Fruition of Paradiſe ; look upon me 
with an Eye of Pity, wherewith thou didſt 
behold that good "Thief ; and grant that I 
may live fo, that, at the End of my Days, 
I may be found worthy to hear that joyful 

Speech, This Day ſhail thou be with me in 
Paradiſe, _ 

O loving Lord, who when thou waſt 
pleaſed to die, didſt bow thineHead, and com- 
mend thy Spirit into the Hands of thy Father; 

Grant that the Uncertainty of my Death 
may ever be in my Thoughts, and that I 
may be always willing and ready to leave 
this tranſitory Life when it ſeems good to 
' thee; to whole bleſſed Protection I com- 
mit my Soul, 

O bleſſed Saviour, who, with great Sore 
row of thy Friends, waſt taken down from 
the Croſs, and laid in the Sepulchre 

Bury all my evil Deſires, that I may be 
dead to thoſe Things which diſpleaſe det and 
live only to thee my ever bleſſed Redeemer. 


Q. Upon our Lord's ſuffering the fore- 
mentioned Cruelties, there was a Separation 
of his Soul from his Body on the Croſs ; 
was he taken alive from the Croſs, or dead? 

A. That 
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A. That he was really and truly dead, 
oof is evident by the Soldiers, who would have 
broke his precious Legs, as they did them 
= that were crucified with him, had they not 
found him dead. , | 
. What was done with him after hi 
Death? | 
A. He was buried by Joſeph of Arima- 
thea, who went to Pilate and begged his 
Body, and buried it in a new Sepulchre 
hewn out of a Rock, and roll'd a great 
} Stone at the Door of it. 
Q. Whilſt our Lord's Body was thus 
8 buried, what became of his Soul ? 
5 A. He deſcended into Hell. 
[ 
ö 


Q. What did he there? 

A. To ſhew the Triumph which he had 
made over Death, Hell, the Devil, and all 
his Power, and to ſtrip the Devil of the 
Powers of Death and Hell, ſo far, as to 
difable him from hurting his faithful Ser- 
vants: Then it was that the precious Pro- 
miſe made by Gop juſt after the Fall was 
fulfilled, namely, that the Seed of the No- 
man ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's Head. The 
Captain of our Salvation had vanquiſhed 
the Devil and all his Emiſſaries upon Earth; 
and now conquers the Prince of Darkneſs, 
by virtue of his eternal Light, even in Hell, 
his own Dominion ; for when he | 
to St John in his Glory, as we find in the 
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firſt of the Revelation, with his Head and 
his Hairs white as Wool, as white as Snow, 
his Eyes as a Flame of Fire, his Feet like 

tine Braſs, as if they burned in a Furnace, 
his Voice as the Sound of many Waters, and. 
out of his Mouth. went a ſharp. two edged 
Sword, and his Countenance was as the 
Sun ſhineth in his Strength; he fell at 
his Feet as dead, when our Lord laid his: 

right Hand upon him, ſaying, Fear not, J 
em the firſt and the laſt; I am be that liveth- 
aud was dead; and bevold 1 am alive for 
evermore, Amen, and haue the Keys of Hell 
and of Death. And as ſoon as this glori- 
ous Conqueror had hoiſted his Flag of 
Victory, and valiantly triumphed over the 
Sharpneſs of Death and Hell, he “opened 
the Kingdom of Heaven to all true Be- 
<< levers,” | 

Q. What Effect ought the Conſideration: 
of this glorious Conqueſt to have upon us? 
A. To conſider, that as the Captain of 
our Salvation was made perfect through 

Sufferings, not to think any Thing hard 
that we may do or ſuffer for his Sake, who. 
hath done ſuch great Things for us; And 
though we — through much Tribula- 
tion enter into the Kingdom of Gop, and 
through the Grave and Gate of Death paſs. 

to our joyful Reſurrection, yet the Way is 

no rougher than what our Head hath he 
| velle 
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velled through, and the Grave is perfumed 
to us by his own lying in it: And as we 
have liſted ourſelves in his Service, and 
daily live, move, and breath by his Bounty, 
our Duty, as well as Gratitude, obligeth us 
to quit ourſelves like Men, to put on our 
ſpiritual Armour, and manfully fight under 
his Banner againſt Sin, the World, and the 
Devil, continuing, his faithful Soldiers and 
Servants at our Lives End; which if we 
ſincerely do to the End of our Days, we 
ſhall ſurely, through his Merits, obtain the 
End of our Hopes, the Salvation of our 
precious and immortal Souls. 

Q. But mult we paſs through the Gate 
of Death before we can attain the Happineſs. 
Car1sT hath purchaſed for us? 

A. [It is appointed for all Men once lo die; 
and though our Bleſſed Saviour hath con- 
quered Death, by depriving it of its Power 
to hurt his faithful Servants, yet he hath. 
not exempted us from the Laws of Morta- 
lity, but hath made Death a neceſlary 
Paſſage to the Attainment of eternal Hap-. 
panels, 
Q. What ought then to be the great 


Concern of a ſerious Chriſtian ? 


A. To fit and prepare himſelf for a holy 
and happy Death, in which he ought to ule 
the greater Care and Caution, becauſe a. , 
Miſtake in the Matter is irrecoverable and 

R never. 
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never to be retrieyed. We can die but once, 


and eternal Happineſs or eternal Miſery 
muſt be the Conſequence of it; and happy 
is that Man whoſe Mind is fo well fortified 
as to be able to meet the King of Terrors, 
not only without Fear, but with ſome De- 
gree of Comfort and Satisfaction. 
Q. Wherein appears the Wiſdom of pre- 
paring ourſelves for a happy Death ? 
A. In that it is ſecuring the mighty and 
important Buſineſs for which we were ſent 
into this World, in reſpe&t of which all 
the other Labours of Life are mere Trifles; 
tor to beſtow our chief Care and Pains upon 
Matters of the greateſt Conſequence, was 
always èſteemed a main Point of Wiſdom 
and Prudence, and a Neglect of this Kind 
is juftly branded with the Character of the 
utmoft Folly. Since therefore Death will 
certainly tranſlate us to endleſs Joys, or 
conſign us to everlaſting Torments, nothin 
can be wiſer than to take ſuch Meaſures as 
may ſecure the one, and prevent the other; 
this Method will give the trueſt Reliſh to 
all the Bleſſings of Life, and prove the beſt 
Preſervative againſt the Terrors and Appre- 
henſions of our great Change; the anxious 
Fears whereof proceed not ſo much from 
Death itſelf, as from the Conſequences of 
that unchangeable State in which it fixes 
us; and though Reaſon may reconcile us 
| | 8 
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to it as we are Men, yet Religion alone can 
make it comfortable to us as we are Chriſ- 
tians. 
Q. What is the beſt Preparation for 
Death ? 

A. A lively Faith in a crucified Saviour, 


and an Intereſt in his Merits, which is 


known by producing the conſtant Exerciſe 
of Piety and Virtue in the whole Courſe 
of our Lives, is the only Armour that is 
proof againſt the Attacks of that dreadful 


Enemy to Nature; and Men ſtrangely de- 


lude themſelves, that depend upon any other 
Method than that of keeping à Conſcience 
void of Offence towards God and towards 
Men. | 

Q But ſince the Practice of Religion 
conſiſts in ſeveral Particulars, what is the 
firſt Thing neceſſary to prepare us for a 
happy Death ? | 

A. In order to make Death ſafe and 


happy, we muſt reconcile ourſelves to Gop 


by a fincere and hearty Repentance. The 
Sting of Death is Sin, and a Mind lgaded 
with Guilt is not only incapable of the 
Happineſs of the next World, but exclud- 
ed from it by the ſolemn Declaration of 
Gop who is Truth itſelf; ſo that except 


we repent, we ſhall certainly periſh. Re- 
pentance therefore muſt be the firſt Step 


we ſhould make, if ever we deſign to die 
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well, which we ſhould immediately apply 
ourſelves to, leſt Sickneſs and Death ſhould 
overtake us before we have accompliſhed 
ſo neceſſary a Work; for though a Death- 
bed may be a proper Seaſon to renew our 
Repentance, and to trim our Lamp, yet it 
is the moſt unfit Time to begin it, and it 
then very rarely, if ever, takes Effect. 
Q. Is a death-bed Repentance therefore 
- abſolutely impoſſible ? 

A. It is certain that without a particular 
Grace of Gop, no Man will be able to re- 
pent upon his Death-bed ; and it. is no 
Ways reaſonable to expect theſe extraor- 
dinary Influences, when the ordinary Means 
of Grace have been neglected all along in 
Life, and therefore I believe it very rarely 
takes Effect; but I cannot think it abſo- 
lutely impoſſible, becauſe the Nature of 
Repentance conſiſting in the Change of our 
Minds, and the Change in our Lives being 
only the neceſſary Effect of that inward 
Change when it is ſincere; it is poſſible by 
the extraordinary Grace of Gop (which the 

| Goſpel gives us no Encouragement to hope 
for) that the Change of our Hearts. may 
be true, full and ſufficient, and yet we may 
want Time and. Opportunity to ſhew the 
Effect of it in our Actions; and when 
God ſees it thus, he may take the-inward 
Will and Choice for the outward on” | 

and 
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and Performance, becauſe he foreſees, that 


if Time had been allowed, Obedience would 


certainly have followed. Beſides, we find 
that the Reſolutions of a ſick Bed, though 
very rarely, yet ſometimes have been effec- 
tual, which is ſufficient to prove the Thing 
poſſible, and if Divines thought otherwiſe, 
it would be in vain for them to exhort 
Perſons in ſuch Circumſtances to repent and 
turn to Gop. | . 

Q. Wherein conſiſts the Danger of a 
Death-bed Repentance, and. how is the Caſe 
of ſuch dying Penitents deplorable ? _ 

A. Conſidering theDifficulty of athorough 
Change, and the diſadvantageous Circum- 
ſtances of a Sick-bed, it is highly probable 
that whoſoever defers it till that Time, will 
never repent at allz or if he does, his pe- 
nitential Reſolutions being founded upon 
ſuch temporary Principles as. the Fear of, - 
Death, and the Abſence of Temptation, 
they will ſeldom prove ſtrong and vigorous 
enough. to produce a thorough Retorma- 
tion, as is plain in the Caſe of thoſe that 
recover, among whom there are very few. 
that are true and conſtant to thoſe Pur- 
poſes of Amendment which they formed 
upon the Proſpect of approaching Death. 


But ſuppoſing their penitential Purpoſes be 
. rightly qualified, conſidering the Fickleneſs 


and Mutability of our Nature, nothing but 
"$ Fruits 
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Fruits and Effects of Repentance can create 
in us an Aſſurance that we are inwardly 
changed; and conſequently they muſt. 
needs die very uncomfortably, and in great 
Doubt and Anxiety of Mind, what will be 
their Fate and Doom-to all Eternity. 

Q. What is further neceſſary to PRIEST 
us for a happy Death ? 

A. To ſet our Houſe in order by a 
prudent and pious Diſpoſition of our wacky 
Concerns ; now that this may be done, 
wiſely, requires Time and Conſideration, 
and therefore cannot ſo well be diſpatched 
in our laſt Moments, when our Minds are 
diſordered, our Bodies oppreſt with Pain 
and Sickneſs, and when we run the Hazard 
of being impoſed upon by thoſe, who, out 
of Intereſt, officiouſly attend us. 

To this Purpoſe the Church hath wiſely 
directed the Miniſter, when he attends the 
fick Perſon, if he hath not diſpoſed of his 
Goods, to admoniſh him to make his Will, 
and to declare his Debts, what he owes, and 
_ is owing to him, for the better Diſ- 

harging his „ Conkience, and the Quietneſs 
of his Executors; withal acknowledging 
that Men ſhould often be put inRemembrance 
to take order for the ſettling their —_— 
Eſtates whilſt they are in Health, 

Q. What is till farther neceſſary to 
make us die with Comfort and Satisfaction? 
A. av 
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A. To wean our Affections from the 
Things of this World, for our Sorrow and 
Concern to part with them will bear a Pro- 
portion to the Love and Eſteem wherewith 
we have enjoyed them, and to be ſeparated 
from Objects upon which we have fixed 
our Hearts, muſt be attended with 'great 
Uneaſineſs. We ſhould therefore accuſtom 
ourſelves to refign freely to Go», what 
Death will ſnatch from us by Force, and 
cently to untie thoſe Knots, which faſten us 
to this World, that we may have leſs Pain 
when they are entirely broken ; the Practice 
whereof conſiſts in being leſs concerned for 
the Things of the Body, and all bodily En- 


Joyments ; to ſubmit, with Reſignation to 


the Will of Gop, the Succeſs of our tem- 
poral Affairs, to ſuppreſs all ambitious and 
covetous Deſires, to retrench ſometimes the 
Uſe of lawful Pleaſures, to abound in 


Works of Charity, to be ready to part with 


what we love moſt when Gov thinks fit, 
and to bear all Loſſes and Afflictions with- 
out murmuring, that with St Paul we may 
be able to fay, We die daily; not only be- 
cauſe the Time of our Death is every Mo- 
ment approaching, but alſo becauſe we 
find daily leſs Fondneſs for Life, leſs Ear- 


neſtneſs for Trifles, leſs Deſire of Glory, 


leſs Eagerneſs for Profit, and leſs Concern 
fer Whatever the World moſt eſteems. 
| Q. What 
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What further Care ſhould we exer- 
ciſe about Preparation for Death? 


A. We ſhould uſe great Circumſpection 


about the ſpending our Time, which is the 
precious Talent entruſted us by Gop to fit 
and prepare our Souls for a happy Eternity, 
and ought not to be conſumed. in. imperti- 
nent Viſits, nor to be ſquandered in vain 


Diverſions, nor to be.loitered away in un- 
accountable Sloth, as if Mirth. and. doing 


nothing were the Buſineſs of Life. Where- 
fore if we are ſettled in a Calling, let us 


manage it with Juſtice and Diligence, al- 


ways remembering we have a Chriſtian 
Calling of greater Importance; if we are 


not engaged in the World, let us chuſe ſuch 


Circumſtances as we ſhall moſt approve in 


a dying Hour; if we have great Eſtates, 
and the Advantage of Power and Under- 


ſtanding, let us look upon ourſelves as un- 
der greater Obligations to ſpend our Time 
well, becauſe in ſuch Circumſtances there 


is greater Capacity and Leiſure to attend 
the Good of others, as well as the Salvation 
of our own Souls. In order to this, we. 
ſhould frequently reſſect upon the great 


Buſineſs we have to do in this World, and 
the uncertain Time that is allotted to the 


Performance of it; ſo that if we negle&t 


what is in our Hands, we may never -be 


our 


truſted with another Opportunity, and let 
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our Zeal be never ſo great, when we come 
to die, we ſhall wiſh we had done more, 

Q. What will give us particular Com- 
fort upon a Death-bed ? | | 

A. Works of Mercy and Charity ; be- 
cauſe ſuch Actions are the beſt Proof of 
our Sincerity in Religion, and are an Evi- 
dence that we can part with what is gene- 
rally eſteemed deareſt in this World, for the 
Sake of that Gop whom we worſhip. 
Shewing Mercy to the Poor perfects our 
Repentance, and entitles us to the Mercy 
of Gop when we ſhall ſtand moſt in Need 
of it. The Scrutiny at the Day of Judg- 
ment will be, whether we have fed the 
Hungry, cloathed the Naked, relieved the 
Stranger, and miniſtered to the Sick, and 
thoſe that are in Priſon; and what we in 
this Kind do to the poor Members of 
CHaxrisrT, is reckoned as done to himſelf. 

Q. Wherein conſiſts our immediate Pre» 
paration for Death ? ; 

A. In bearing our Sicknels that precedes 
it, with a true Chriſtian Frame and Tem- 
per of Mind; with great Patience under 
our Sufferings, and Reſignation of Mind 
to the Will of Gop; with a firm Truſt and, 
Dependance upon his infinite Wiſdom and, 
Goodneſs, and with thankful Acknowledg- 
ments of thoſe Mercies with which he al- 
lays, the Sarrows of our Diſtemper, and, 
IR I lightens. 
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lightensthe Burthen we labour under, Which 
Acts of our Mind ſhould be frequently ex- 
preſſed in our Addreſſes to Gop, whoſe 
Grace and Aſſiſtance we ſhould conſtantly 
implore, to enable us, in this Time of Trial, 
to diſcharge the Duty of good Chriſtians. | 
Q. Wherein conſiſts the Exerciſe of Pa- 

tience on a Sick-bed ? 

A. In carefully reſtraining all Murmur- 
ings againſt Gop, or any Diſcontent, by 
Reaſon of what he lays upon us : In watch- 
ing againſt all the Temptations to Anger, 
as the Miſtakes and Inadvertencies of our 
Attendants, the unſeaſonable Kindneſs of 
our Friends, the Diſagreeableneſs of our 
Medicines, and the Preparation of our 
Food; in curbing anxious Fears of worſe 
that may happen, and in being content to 
wait Gop's Time for our Deliverance. -* 

. - Wherein conſiſts the Exerciſe of 
Fruſt in Gop upon a Sick-bed ? 

A. In quieting our Minds under the 
Apprehenſions of l Evils, by conſider- 
ing that we are in the Hands of a good 
Gop, who will lay no more upon us tha 
we are able to bear; and who will, in his 
due Time, either remove what afflicts us, 
or give us Strength to endure it in ſuch a 
manner, that it may contribute to the Im- 
provement of our Virtue, and the In- 
creaſe of our Happineſſp And that how- 
e 8 ever 
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ever deſtitute we leave our neareſt Rela- 
tions, as Wife and Children, yet that they 
are under the Protection of his Providence, 
whoſe Bleſſing is the richeſt Portion, and 
without whom, the beſt human Proviſion 
is no Security. X 

Q. Wherein conſiſts the Exerciſe of Re- 
ſignation upon Sick- bed? 

A. In reſting fully aſſured, that what Gon 
chuſes for us is much better than what we 
could wiſh for ourſelves. In embracing our 
Sickneſs and our Pains as Correctives of our 
paſt Follies, and as proper Methods for our 
Growth in Grace. In being contented to re- 
fer the Continuance and Event of our Sick- 
neſs to Gop's good Pleaſure, becauſe his 
infinite Wiſdom knows the beſt Seaſon for 
our Deliverance; and as he firſt put us into 
this World, ſo he is fitteſt to judge when we 
ſhould go out of it. 

Q. How may we exerciſe Thankfulneſs 


upon a Sick-bed ? 


A. By acknowledging that we ſuffer leſs 
than we deſerve, and that our Sufferings 
are needful to recover us to a right Min 

being deſigned by Gop to do us that Good, 
and to bring us to the Senſe of him and 
ourſelves, which perhaps nothing elſe would. 
have done. By owning thoſe frequent Al- 
lays Gop gives to our Sorrows, and thoſe 
great Helps and Supports we receive 2 
: m 
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them from the Advantage of our Friends, 
Attendance, fittin "Medicines, and all 
other Conveniencies of Life; for in the 
worſt Condition, if we turn our Proſpect 
upon the beſt Part of it, we ſhall find Rea- 
ſon to own Gop*'s Mercy; and in the beſt 
Eſtate, if we always dwell upon what is 
grievous, we ſhall be too = to make 
Complaints. 
How ought we to exerciſe our De- 
votion on a Sick-bed ? 

A. By deſiring the Aſſiſtance of a ſpi- 
ritual Guide, to offer up our Prayers, and to 
ſupport our Weakneſs with the moſt com- 
fortable Refreſhment of the bleſſed Sacra- 
ment: By ſpiritualizing all the Accidents 
of our Sickneſs, making them a' riſe for 
| pious and devout Thoughts, which may be 
ſent up in frequent Ejaculations to Gon, 
who alone can be our Comfort under all 
our Diſtreſs: By imploring his Bleſſing 
upon all the Means we uſe for our Reco- 
very, and by offering to him all the Pains 
we endure, as what we are more willing to 
fuffer than to offend him. 

Q. Wherein conſiſts. the Happineſs. of 
the Death of the Righteous ? 

A. Not in any Freedom from painful 
and noiſome Diſeaſes, nor in any Exemption 
from ſudden and unforeſeen Accidents and 
Dangers, which often bring the Righteous 
1 45 as 
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as well as the Wicked to their Graves; 
for we ſee Lazarus, for whom was prepared 
a Retreat in Abraham's Boſom, had his Body 
full of Sores, and ended-his Life in a miſe- 
rable and forlorn Condition ; while the rich 
Man, whoſe Luxury had kindled for him 
inextinguiſhable Flames, only grows fick 
and dies. Thus the bleſſed Martyrs expired 
in Flames and upon Racks, while their 
cruel Perſecutors died in their Beds: So 
that the Happineſs of the good Man's 
Death, muſt be diſtinguiſhed by the Tem- 
per and Diſpoſition of his Mind, and is 
tounded on a well-grounded Hope, and 
comfortable Expectation of a bleſſed Im- 
mortality, through the Merits of CHR 1sT's 
Death, promiſed to his fincere, though im- 
perfect Repentance ; this makes him con- 
tented to quit that Body, which he hath 
always mortified, and to leave this World, as 
4 ſtrange Land where he hath been detained 
a Captive. 

Q What Method may be taken to make 
ourſelves expert in all the devout Acts of a 
pious Soul upon the Approach of Death ? 

A. To ſet apart ſome Time for our Re- 
tirements, to fit and prepare ourſelves for 
Death by a ſolemn Exerciſe of all ſuch Vir- 
tues as we ſhall then ſtand moſt in Need of; 
that we may not be at a Loſs to perform 
| U em 
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them when = ſhall — * and lan- 
iſhing Condition. I think the Evenings 
of ſuch zend and Feſtivals, whereon we 
receive the bleſſed Sacrament, may properly 
be dedicated to this Purpoſe ; ſo that when 
. we really come into the Confines of Neath, 
our Minds may be ſtored with devout 
Thoughts, and may readily expreſs them- 
ſelves in thoſe pious Acts which we fre- 
quently exerciſed upon ſuch a Proſpect. 


Collect for Eafter Eve. 


9, What is the fifth Article of the 
Chriſtian Faith ? 

A. The-third Day he roſe again from 
the Dead, for he was crucified on Gocd- 
Friday, and roſe early the Sunday following; 
which we commemorate by the Name 'of 
Eaſter- day. 

29. How ancient is the Obſervation of 
this Feſtival ? 

A. As ancient as the very Times of the 
Apoſtles, as is clear to thoſe that are con- 
verſant in the Affairs of the primitive 
Church. 

What are we Chriſtians obliged to 
believe concerning the Reſurrection of Jz- 
sus CHRIST ? 

A. That the eternal Son of Gop, who 
was crucified and died tor our. Sins, did 


not 
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not long continue in the State of. Death; 
but on the third Day, by his infinite Power, 
did revive and raiſe himſelf, by re- uniting 
the ſame Soul to the ſame Body which was 
dead, and ſo roſe the ſame Man. 

Q, What Teſtimony have we of our Sa- 
viour's Reſurrection ? 
A. The pious Women, who thought 
with ſweet Spices to have anointed him 
dead, found him alive. The Apoſtles who 
converſed with him frequently after his Re- 
ſurrection, were ſatisfied he had a real Body 
by his eating and drinking with them. St 


Thomas did not believe till he had ſearched 


the Holes that the Nails had made in his 
Hands, and thruſt his Hands into his Side. 
The reſt of the Diſciples teſtify the ſame, 
to whom he alſo appeared, even to five 
hundred Brethren at once. After that he 
was ſeen of James, appeared to St Stephen 
at his Martyrdom, and to St Paul at his 
Converſion. 

9. It is plain the Witneſſes were throughly 
informed in the matter of Fact, how doth 
it appear they were faithful in relating it ? 

A. They being plain illiterate Perſons, 
it is unlikely they ſhould be ſkilled in the 
Art of deceiving ; beſides the Doctrine they 
taught forbad all Falſhood upon Pain of 
Damnation. So that the ſcaling the Foe: 

| 0 
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of this Fact with their Blood, is a ſufficient 
Evidence of their Sincerity. 

2, The Teſtimony of an Adverſary is of 

at force; do his Enemies any way con- 
firm this Truth ? 

A. Thoſe Soldiers that watched at the 
Sepulchre, and pretended to keep his Body 
from the Hands of the Apoſtles; they who 
felt the Earth trembling under them, and 
ſaw theCountenance of an n Angel like Light- 
ning, and his Raiment white as Snow ; they, 
who upon this Sight did ſhake and became 
as dead Men, while He whom they pre- 
tended to keep became alive; even ſome of 
theſe came into the City, and ſhewed unto 
the Chief Prieſts all the Things that were 
done. 

Q: Is there any farther Teſtimony in this 
Caſe than that of Men ? 

A. Yes; the Angels bare Evidence to 
the Truth of it. One came and rolled back 
the Stone from the Door, and ſat upon it, 
ſaith St Matthew. Two, ſaith St John, in 
white, fitting the one at thz Head and the other 
at the Feet, where the Body of Jeſus had lain, 
ſaid unto the Women, Why ſeek you the Liv- 
ing among the Dead ? le is not bere, but is 
ri ſen. 

. Why was it neceſſary CnRIST ſhould 
oe" rom the Dead? 


A. To 
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A. To ſhew that the Debt he died for 
was diſcharged, and that his Satisfaction 
was Wee! : If Chriſt be not riſen, ye are 
yet in your Sins, And moreover, to prove 
himſelf to be the Meſſiah, and to evidence 
the Truth and Divinity of his Doctrine, he 
had appealed to it, as a Sign of his being a 
true Prophet, and therefore by the way of 
Trial, which Gop preſcribed the Jews, 
namely,the Accompliſhment of Prophecies, 
he had appeared to be a falſe Prophet had 
he failed in it. So that if CHRISTH be nc! 
riten, your Faith is vain, God havin; 
raiſed our Saviour from the Dead, after h 
was condemned and put to Death for call 
ing himſelf the Son of Go p, is a Demon 
{tration that he really was the Son of Gop, 
and if he was the Son of Gop, the Doctrine 
he taught was true, and from Gop. 

9. What did the Fewws to ſuppreſs the 
Belief of our Lord's Reſurrection ? 

A. They bribed the Soldiers who guard- 
ed the Sepulchre, to report, that his Diſci- 
ples ſtole away the Body while they ſlept. 
And this they did from remembring that 
he ſaid before he was crucified, he would re- 
turn to Life again in three Days. This the- 
Soldiers noiſed abroad accordingly, which 
hath been commonly reported among the 
Tews ever ſince. Which, how unlikely and 
incredible a thing it is that the Diſciples 

| We. ſhould 
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ſhould do, any one may judge that conſi- 
ders the following Particulars. - 1. Is it 
probable that the Diſciples, who were ſo 
far overcome by the Frailty of human Na- 
ture, as all to run away from their Maſter 
when apprehended, would ſteal him away | 
when crucified ? eſpecially when the Guard, 
picked and culled out, it is likely, for this | 
Service, was ſet to watch upon that very 
Account, that the Diſciples might not take 
his Body away? or, if they intended it, 
why not the Night before, when no Watch 
was ſet? Is it credible they ſhould let lip 
fuch an Opportunity wherein they might 
have conveyed away the Body without any | 
Oppoſition, and venture to attempt it when 
ſo ſtrong a Watch was ready to oppoſe and 
apprehend them? But ſuppoſe, 2. the Diſ- 

ciples ſhould put on Courage to ſuch an 
Enterprize, is it likely that they could 
ſteal away the Body without awaking the! 
Watch? There was a great Stone to bel 
rolled away, ſo that the two Women who 
went to anoint the Body were conſulting] 
how to get it removed from the Mouth off 
the Sepulchre ; and could that be done (un- 
leſs by an Angel) without alarming theſleep- 
ing Watch, that fat hard by? 3. Suppoſe] 
the Diſciples ſhould have rolled away the 
Stone, the Watch {till ſnoring on, is it cre- 
dible that they could have Leiſure to have 


laid 
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laid his winding Sheet decently wrapped up 
in one Place, and the Napkin upon his 
Head in another Place by itſelf ? certainly, 
at ſuch a time they muſt needs have been 
in more haſte, than to ſpend their Time ia 
ſuch needleſs Curioſities ; eſpecially conſi- 
dering that he was bound up in a linnen 
Cloth, with beaten Myrrh, Caſſia, and other 
Spices of a clammy and ſticky Nature, that 
would require much Time and Pains to 
ſtrip him of. 4. Suppoſe. the Body was 
gone, yea, ſtolen away by ſome that had 
courage to do it, yet how do they know 
it was the Diſciples that did it? They own 
they were aſleep, and how could they know 
who it was that did it, while they ſlept? 
5. Suppoſe farther, that it was the Diſciples 
that itole away the Body, is it credible that 
they dared own they did it while they ſlept? 
When St Peter was delivered out of Priſon. 
by an Angel, the Keepers were examined, 
and commanded to be put to Death. And 
thoſe who were guilty of the like Crime, 
would have the like Treatment; and they 
tzared no leſs ſhould they report ſuch a 
Thing, from the Phariſces own Words to 
them, and if ihis come to the Governor”s Ears, 
wewill perſuade him, and ſecure you. Which 
plainly imply, that if the Governor ſhould 
hear that the Watch ſlept, and ſuffer'd the Body 
be ſtolen, he would preſently call them to 
D 2 an 


52 The Parents and Schoolmaſters 


an Account for it. And is it credible that 
they would be their own Accuſers, and ha- 
Zard their Lives? But we find the con- 
trary here, for they tell every one they meet, 
that whilſt Sleep kept their Senſes locked 
up, the Diſciples ſtole the Body away which 
they were ſet to watch; and yet none calls 
them into Queſtion about it, nor puniſheth 
them for it. Which clearly ſheweth, that 
there was Bribery in the Buſineſs ; and that 
let the Soldiers ſay what they will, he was 
not ſtolen away privately whilſt they ſlept, 
but was raiſed up inſenſibly whilſt they 
watched. 6. If the Diſciples had ſtole him 
away by Night, is it likely that they would 
go up and down the World, and preach 
Obedience to him, who had indeed pro- 
miſed to riſe again the third Day, but be- 
fore that Day came, they were forced to 
take him up, or he had not been raiſed at 
all? certainly it was the Myſtery of his Re- 
ſurrection that embolden'd them to proclaim 
his Name over all the World ; which, had 
it not been a real Thing, they, who were | 
ſo wiſe, as appears from their Actions, as | 
to put all the learned Zews to it, to call 
Council upon Council to ſuppreſs them, 
would never have been ſo vain as to have 
ſpent their Time in perſuading Men to be- 
lieve in a crucified CHRIST, who till lay 
in the Jaws of Death, contrary to the ern 

- miſe 
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miſe that he had made them, that he would 
riſe again to Life. 7. But though they 
ſhould be ſo much overſeen as to extol and 
preach Obedience to his Name a while, is 
it probable that they would all venture their 
very Lives for him who ſtill lay dead amo 

them? There was not one of the Apoſtles, 
except St Jobn, but ſuffered Martyrdom for 
the Sake of CHRIST, and he was caſt into 
a Caldron of boiling Oil, though he ſuf- 
fered no harm thereby ; and after was ba- 
niſhed into the Iſle of Patmos, Now is it 
likely that all theſe ſhould ſuffer ſuch Deaths 
and 'Tortures for one, who, their own Con- 
ſciences could not but tell them ſtill remain- 
ed under the Power of Death, and none of 
them bewray the Matter before they die, 
but all of them lay down their Lives for 
him? Could grim Death himſelf, in his 
moſt ghaſtly Poſture, wreſt nothing from 
them? What! live and die too in the ſame 
Faith, that he who was crucified by Men, 
was raiſed up by Goo? Who can think 
that they, of all the Men in the World, 
ſhould have any Hand in ſuch a Thing? 
certainly they might have fathered their Lie 
and Forgery upon any one rather than theſe, 


ho ſo unanimouſly ſealed it with their own 
Blood, that it was Gop himſelf that raiſed 


him from the Grave. : 
D 3 Suppoſe, 
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Suppoſe, after all this, that yet it was the 
Diſciples that ftole his Body away, while 
the Watch ſlept; how came he to live 
again? Though they might take his Body 
from the Grave, could they put Life into 
his Body too? There were many hundreds 
that ſaw him after he was crucified, as really 
alive as he was before. And this put the 
Matter quite out of Doubt, that it was a 
downright Lie ſpread abroad, that his Diſ- 
ciples ſtole him away while the Watch ſlept; 
and that it is a real Truth, that He alone 
who could call back his Soul into his Body, 
was the Perion who raiſed up his Body from 
the Grave; and ſo that CarisT did truly 
ariſe from the Grave : which great Truth 
the Fathers of the primitive Church inſiſted 
upon, as the Foundation on which the Chriſ- 
tian Religion is built. And may we not 
now change the Apoſtle's Suppoſition (in 
reaſoning with his Corinthian Converts) in- 
to a real Fact? Inſtead of ſaying, F Chriſt. 
be not riſen, your Faith is vain, ye are yet in 
gour Sins; let all with united Hearts join in 
this exulting Exclamation, CHRIST is cer- 
tainly riſen, our Faith is firm, and we truſt 
that in and through the Merits of him who 
ſtrengtheneth us, our Sins ſhall never be 

able to get the Dominion over us. 

Sing, O ye Heavens, for the Lord hath 
done it ! Shout, O Inhabitants of the Earth, 
and 
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and break forth into ſinging, that all the 
Ends of the World may ſee the Salvation 
of our Gop. 

| Praiſe the Lord upon the Harp, ſing to 
the Harp with a Pſalm of Thankſgiving. 

With Trumpets allo and Shawms, O 
ſhew yourſelves joyful before the Lord the 
King. | 

Bleſſed be Gop and the Father of our 
Lord JEsus CHRIST, who according to his 
abundant Mercy hath begotten us again to 
a lively Hope, by the Reſurrection of Je- 

sus CHRIS from the Dead. 

Bleſſed likewiſe, and for ever bleſſed be 
the Lamb who liveth and was dead, and is 
alive for evermore ; and hath the Keys of 
Hell and of Death, who by his Death hath 
deſtroyed Death, and by his riſing to Life 
again, hath reſtored to us everlaſting Life. 

Therefore Bleſſing, and Glory, and Hon- 
our, and Power, and Might, be unto Him 
that ſitteth upon the Throne, and to the. 
Lamb for ever and ever. And let every 
Creature that is in Heaven, on the Earth, 
the Sea, and all that therein is, ſay Amen 
and Amen. 


Of what Advantage is our Lord's 
e e ee to us? 
A. It gives us an Ae of our own 


Reſurrection. 
— m_—_ 
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9. How is our Lord's Reſurrection an 
Argument or an Aſſurance of our Reſur- 
rection? 1 
A. Becauſe, by his riſing from the Dead, 
he became the firſt Fruits of them that ſlepi; 
which firſt Fruits among the Jews were al- 


ways regarded as a Pledge, or an Earneſt, 


of a future Harveſt. And this ſecures our 
Reſurrection to eternal Life, inaſmuch as 
he who hath promiſed to raiſe us up, did 
raiſe himſelf from the Dead ; we being 
Members of that Body, whereof Caxrisrt 


is the Head; ſurely if the Head be riſen, 


the Members cannot be far behind. And 
having had Power to raiſe himſelf, he can- 


not want Power to raiſe us. 


Q; Wherein will the Bleſſedneſs of the 


Reſurrection of good Chriſtians conſiſt ? 


A. In the mighty Change which then 
ſhall be made in their vile and mortal Bo- 


dies, and the glorious Qualities they will 


then be inveſted withal. And-in the con- 
ſequent Happineſs of the whole Man, Body 
and Soul, united and purified, 

9. How did the firſt Chriſtians expreſs 
their Joy at Eaſter ? 

A. By Works of Mercy and Charity. 
The Emperors were wont by their imperial 
Orders to releaſe Priſoners, unleſs they 


were detained for very heinous Crimes. 


And all the reſt of the People, ſtrove to 
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contribute liberally to the Poor; that ſuch 


as begged Relief might be able to rejoice, 


when the common Fountain of our Mercies 
was remembered ; and herein they are fit 
Patterns for our Imitation. 

9. What may we learn from this grand 
Article of our moſt holy Faith, the Belief 
and Conſideration of our Saviour's Reſur- 
rection, and our own Reſurrection conſe- 
quent on it? 

A. To eſtabliſh ourſelves in the Belief 
of his moſt holy Religion, which receives 


the utmoſt Confirmation by his riſing from 


the Dead. To quicken our Repentance, 
ſince we are now aſſured he hath made full 
Satisfaction to Gop's Juſtice for our Sins, 
and that by believing in him we may ob- 
tain Remiſſion of them, and the Juſtifica- 
tion of our Perſons. To ariſe from the 
Death of Sin to the Life of Righteouſneſs, 
that being qualified with the Graces of 
Gop's holy Spirit, we may be meet to be 
accounted Children of the Reſurrection. 
To live under a lively Senſe of the Happi- 
neſs he hath compleatly purchaſed, by riſ- 
ing from the Dead. To ſet our Affections 
on Things above; to aſpire after the State 
of unſpeakable and endleſs Joy, that per- 
tect Freedom from Sin and Miſery. 
2 What do you mean by ſetting our 
Affections on Things above? 
D 5 A. Such 
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A. Such a frequent and ſerious Conſide- 
ration of the happy and glorious State which 
is prepared for good Men in another World, 
as may engage our conſtant and ſincere En. 
deavours after it. Such a Conviction of the 
Excellency of thoſe heavenly Joys, as may 
determine our Wills to prefer them before 
all the Honours and Riches of this World; 
and wing all the Faculties of our Souls to 
the ſwifteſt Proſecution of them. 

2. When may we be ſaid to ſet our At- 
fections on Things above? 

A. When we govern all our Actions with! 
regard to the next Life, and make it our 
great Buſineſs to pleaſe Gop, who is the 
firſt and chiefeſt Good : For our Fruit muſt! 


be unto Holineſs, before our End can be} 
eyerlaſting Life. When we have a mean 


Opinion of the Enjoyments of this World, 
in compariſon of thoſe of the next, and are 
ready to part with what is moſt dear to us,“ 
to ſecure our eternal Inheritance. When 
we are zealous in doing all the Good weß 
can, and bear all the Calamities of Life 
with Patience and Reſignation, without! 
Murmuring, without Deſpair, becauſe they 
are not worthy to be compared with the 


Glory that ſhall be revealed. When we 


frequently entertain ourſelves with ſpiritual 
Subjects, and embrace all convenient Op- 
partunities of converſing with Gop by 
Prayer, 


* C — aud od 


Prayer, and by approaching his holy Ta- 
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ble; and had rather be Doorkeepers in the 
Houſe of Gop, than to dwell in the Tents 
of Wickedneſs. When we can look upon 
Death as a Paſſage to a bleſſed Immorta- 
lity, and welcome its Approach, not only 
without Fear. but with Comfort and Satis- 
faction; knowing, that when this earthly 
Tabernacle ſhall be diſſolved, we ſhall have 
an Houle not made with Hanes eternal in 


the Heavens. 


O glorious Lord, who, after three Days, 


having overcome and triumphed over Death 


and Satan, didſt riſe again out of the Grave, 
and viſit thy Diſciples and Friends, revive 
me from the Death of Sin; cauſe me to 
walk in Newnels of Life, and to ſeek after 


heavenly Things, that when thou comeſt 


again I may appear with thee in Glory. 
Glory be to thee, O victorious Redeem- 
er, who haſt triumphed over the Powers of 
Sin and Darkneſs, ana conquered Hell and 
the Grave. Glory be ,to thee by whom 
Death is ſwallowed up in Victory, who, by 
thy glorious Refurrection, hait made known 
the Power of thy Divinity, and proved thy- 
{elf to be the true MeMas, the only beloved 
Son of Gop. Keep me, O almighty Sa- 


viour, ſtedfaſt in this Faith, and grant me 
ſo to be riſen with thee, that I may fix my 
Affections 
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Affections entirely on things above, where 
thou now fitteſt at the right Hand of Gov. 
Through thy Strength enable me to over- 
come the Enemies of my Soul, the Devil, 
the World, and the Fleſh. Let me never 
defile my Body with ſenſual and brutiſh 
_ Lufts, ſince thou haſt deſigned to make it 
immortal and incorruptible. Let me never 
faint under the Calamities of this Life, ſince 
thou haſt graciouſly promiſed to reward 
them with ſo excellent a Crown of Glory, 
at the Reſurrection of the Juſt. Let me 
not grieve immoderately for them who ſleep 
in thee, becauſe they ſhall awake at the laſt 
Day in greater Perfection and Glory; nor | 
let the Thoughts of my own Death be any | 
longer uneaſy to me, ſince thou haſt taken 
away its Sting, and opened unto us the 
Gate of everlaſting Life; of which, at the 
general Reſurrection, make me a Partaker, | 
to the Glory of thy infinite Mercy, O Lord, 
my gracious Saviour and victorious Re- 
W 


. What is the ſixth Article of the Chriſ- 
tian Faith? | 

A. He aſcended into Heaven, and ſit- 
*< teth on the right Hand of Gop the Father 
« Almighty.” 

O; Where did the bleſſed Jzsvs go after 
his Reſurrection?̃3́ H 5 

A. He 


* 
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A. He converſed forty Days with his 
Diſciples here upon Earth, to convince them 
by a ſenſible Demonſtration, that the ſame 


Soul was returned again unto the ſame Body, 


and acted in every Part as it did before; 


and upon the fortieth Day after his Reſur- 


rection, he aſſembled his Diſciples upon 
Mount Olivet, from whence, in their Pre- 
ſence, he victoriouſly and triumphantly af- 
cended into Heaven, and ſitteth on the right 
Hand of Gop. Thither it was that he then 
aſcended, there it is that he hath ever ſince 
remained, there it is that he now ſitteth, 
whilſt I am ſpeaking of him, and there he 
will fit until he again return and ſend hrs 
Angels to ſummon both Quick and Dead, 
to appear before him to receive their Doom 
and final Sentence from him. 

. What Teſtimony did the Angels bear 
to his Aſcenſion ? 

A. While the Apoſtles were looking after 
our Saviour, two of them appeared to them, 
aſſuring them that as Jesvs was taken from 
them into Heaven, ſo he ſhould in as glo- 
nous a manner return again to judge the 


World. 


9. In what manner 1s it likely our Lord 
was received by the heavenly Inhabitants ? 

A. It is very reaſonable to believe, that 
as a Choir of Angels ſung a heavenly An- 
them at hisReleaſe from „ 
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fo the whole heavenly Hoſt waited the A p- 
proach of this glorious Potentate, this King 
-of Kings and Lord of Lords, unto whom 
belongeth all Power both in Heaven and 
in Earth; moſt joyfully and triumphant- 
ly ſinging him through all the heavenly 
Orbs, until he came unto the Heaven of 
Heavens, and took Poſſeſſion of his bright- 
eſt of Thrones, at the right Hand of the 
Majeſty on High; where Thouſands of 
Thouſands perpetually ſerve him, and ten 
thouſand Times ten Thouſand continually 
ſtand before him. 

Q: Was it neceſſary the Apoſtles ſhould 
be Eye- witneſſes of CarisT's Aſcenſion ? 

A. Yes; in order to the Confirmation of 
the Reality of it. For though this was not 
neceſſary in his Reſurrection, becauſe what- 
ever was a Proof of his Life after Death, 
was a Demonſtration of his Reſurrection; 
yet the Apoſtles not being to ſee him when 
in Heaven, it was neceflary they ſhould be 
Eye-witneſſes of his Act of Aſcending, that 
ſo they might be able to bear their Teſti- 
mony to it. | 

Q: What farther Proof had the Apoſtles 
of our Saviour's Aſcenſion into Heaven? 

A. Before they ſaw our Saviour aſcend, 
he had told them whither he was a going, 
and what Power and Dignity would be con- 
$erred upon him; and as an Evidence of this 

| his 
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his Exaltation to the right Hand of Gop, 
had promiſed to ſend down the Holy Ghoſt 
upon them in a ſenſible manner; ſo that 
they afterwards receiving the wonderful 
Effects of his being there, had abundant 
Evidence of his Exaltation in Heaven. 

Q What do you mean by the Right 
Hand of Gon. 

A. A moſt eminent Degree of Glory, 
which is brought down to our Underſtand- 
ings under the Repreſentation of the 
right Hand of Gop. It was ſaid of Laza- 
rug, when he was releaſed from the Trou- 
bles of an ill- natured World, that he was 
carried away by the Angels into Abraham's 
Boſom. By which is pointed out to us, a 
Reception in Heaven of Reſt, Joy, and 
Happineſs, for the Souls of poor afflicted 
Creatures, after they are releaſed from thoſe 
Miſeries with which their Patience was ex- 
erciſed in this Vale of Tears; which is re- 
preſented to us under the Metaphor of 
Abrabam's Boſom, Abraham being the Fa- 
ther of the Faithful, and none but faithful 
Souls can approach thoſe glorious Manſions, 
And in the ſame Senſe, CHRIST may be 
faid to be at the right Hand of Gop. 

Q. What Influence ought the Aſcenſion 
of our Saviour to have upon us? 2 
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A. It ought to confirm our Faith, to 
ſtrengthen our Hope, and to raiſe our Af- 
fections to Things above. 


. How doth the Aſcenſion confirm . 


our Faith ? | 
A. Becauſe it gives us a farther Proof 
of our Saviour's divine Miſſion, and that 
he was a true Prophet ſent from God; 
it being Evidence beyond Exception, that 
Gop would never have ſo highly rewarded 
him, and viſibly have taken him into 
Heaven, if he had not been ſent into the 
World by him, and he had not approved of 
the Meſſage he delivered to us. Neither 
can we doubt of his Return to judge the 
World, our Saviour having declared him- 
ſelf appointed by Gop, Judge of Quick 
and Dead, and the Angels having con- 
frmed the ſame, nothing being more credi- 
ble than the ſaying of one, whom Gop has 
ſo viſibly took to himſelf. . Ry 
Q. How doth it ſtrengthen our Hope? 
A. By ſeeing our own Nature thus ad- 
vanced, we are aſſured that Duſt and Aſhes 
may thither aſcend ; and the bleſſed IEsus 
being our Head, as Members of his Body 


we may expect Admiſſion into that hea- 
venly Court, where he fits in Glory, ſince 
we have his Word which can never fail, that 


he is gone to prepare a Place for us. Be- 


fides, our Saviour's Exaltation baniſhes all 


thoſe 


„ 
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thoſe Fears the Weakneſs of our Nature 
may ſuggeſt to us, becauſe he hath an ab- 
ſolute Diſpoſal of all thoſe Graces, which 
are neceſſary to attain eternal Happineſs. 
Q. .How doth it exalt our Affections? 
A. By putting us in Mind, that our 
Treaſure is above, and that therefore we 
ought not to ſet our Affections upon Things 
that are below. That Heaven is the true 
and only Happineſs of a Chriſtian, and that 
our chief Aim in this World, ought to 
be to fit and prepare ourſelves for the En- 
joyment of it. That our conſtant Endea- 
vours ought to tend towards the qualifying 
ourſelves, to be received into our Saviour's 
Preſence, to whom we have the greateſt 
Obligations of Duty and Gratitude, That 
by trampling upon our Sins, and ſubduing 
the Luſts of the Fleſh, we may make our 
Converſation correſpond to our Saviour's 
Condition, that where the Eyes of the 
Apoſtles were forced to leave him, thither 
our Thoughts may conſtantly follow him. 


Collect for Aſcen/ion-day, and Sunday after. 


O MERCIFUL Saviour, who, forty Days 
after thy Reſurrection, didſt gloriouſly and 
triumphantly aſcend into Heaven, in the 
Sight of thy Diſciples ; 

Let it pleaſe thy Goodneſs, to infuſe a 
lodging Deſire, and Love of thee = "m7 

ou 
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Soul, that it may be elevated in Affection 
to thee, and ſeek thoſe Things that are 


above, where now thou fitteſt at the right 
Hand of Gop. 


— 4, 


Q. Will Cyz1sT always continue at the 
right Hand of Gop ? 

A. No; he will come from thence, to 
judge the Quick and the Dead; according 
to the ſeventh Article of our moſt holy 
Faith. 

Q. What do you mean by CxrisT's 
coming to judge the Quick and the Dead ? 

A. That our Lord Jzsvs ChRIST ſhall 
at the End of the World, deſcend from 
Heaven in his human Nature, and ſummon 
all Mankind to appear before his dreadful 
Tribunal, where they ſhall come upon their 
Trial, have all their Actions ſtrictly ex- 
amined, and according to the Nature and 
Quality of them, be adjudged to eternal 
Happineſs, or Miſery. We 

Q. How doth it appear that there ſhall 
be ſuch a Judgment? 

A. Both from the Principles of Reaſon, 
and expreſs Teſtimonies of Scripture. 

Q. How doth it appear from Reaſon 
that there ſhall be ſuch a Judgment ? 

A, The Light of Nature diſcovers to 


us an eſſential Difference betwixt Good and 


Evil, whence, by. the common Conſent of 
Mankind, 
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Mankind, Rewards are affixed to the one, 
and Puniſhments to the other ; and accord- 
ing as Men govern their Actions in relation 
to theſe Differences of Good and Evil, fo 
are their Hopes and Fears. The Practice 
of Virtue, is attended not only with preſent 
Peace and Satisfaction, but with the com- 
fortable Hope of a future Recompenſe; 
the Commiſſion of any wicked Action, 
though never ſo ſecret, ſits uneaſy upon the 
Mind, and fills it full of Horror and 
Amazement; all which would be very un- 
accountable, without the natural Apprehen- 
ſion and Acknowledgement of future Re- 
wards and Puniſhments. And it muſt be 
from this Principle, that many of the 
Heathens eſteemed Virtue and Honeſty 
dearer than Life, with all the Advantages 
of it, and abhorred Villainy, and Impiety 
worſe than Death. Beſides, the Diſpenſa- 
tions of Gop's Providence towards Men in 
this World, are very promiſcuous z good 
Men often ſuffer, and that even for the 
Sake of Righteouſneſs; and bad Men as 
frequently proſper and flouriſh, and that 
by the Means of their Wickedneſs. So 
that to clear the Juſtice of the divine Pro- 
ceedings, it ſeems reaſonable, there ſhould 
be a future Judgment, where all thoſe 
ſeeming Irregularitics ſhould be fairly ad- 
juſted, and every one rewarded according 


to his Works. 


68 The Parents and Schoolmaſlers 

Q. Who are the Quick ? 

A. Thoſe who ſhall be tound alive when 
Cnr1sT ſhall come to judge the World; 
the Word (Quick) ſignifying Life: For as 
the Father (lays CHRIST) raiſeth up the 
Dead and quickneth them; even ſo the 
Son quickneth whom he will. As the 
Father hath Life in himſelf, ſo hath he 
given to the Son to have Life in himſelf;“ 
and it is in this Senſe St Paul ſays, that 
we ſhall not all ſleep, but we ſhall all be 
changed, in a Moment, in the twinkling of 
an Eye, at the laſt Trump; that is, all ſhall 
not undergo the comman Fate of Death, 


but that the World ſhall then be peopled 
with Men, Women, and Children, and thaſe F 


ſhall undergo a momentary Change, to ap- 
pear before that grand, awful Judicature ; 
and the ſame Apoſtle deſcribes the manner 
of this Change to the Theſſalonians : The 
Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven with 
a Shout, with the Voice of the Archangel, and 
with the Trump of God : and the Dead in 
Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt : Then we which are 
alive, and remain, (that is, the Quick) all be 
caught up together with them in the Clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the Air, and ſo ſhall we 
ever be with the Lord. | | 
Q. Who are the Dead ? 
A. Angels and all Mankind ; the fallen 
Angels which are reſerved in everlaſting 
| Chains 
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Chains under Darkneſs, unto the Judgment 
of the great Day. And evety particular 
Perſon, that ever did, or ever ſhall live 
upon the Face of the Earth, ſhall be ga- 
thered before him, and they ſhall all ſtand 
before his Judgment-ſeat, both ſmall and 

eat. Power ſhall not exempt the Kings 
of the Earth, and the great Men, neither 
Meanneſs excuſe the pooreſt Slave; for they 
are all the Work of his Hands: neither will 
he have any Regard to ſuch Qualities and 
Circumſtances of Perſons, which do not at 
all appertain tothe Merits of the Cauſe. 
Which great Truth is evident from the 
whole Series of the Goſpel. In St Mat- 
thew, our Lord expreſly declares, that when 
the Son of Man ſhall come in the Glory of 
his Father with the holy Angels, he will 
reward every Man according to his Works; 
and he particularly deſcribes the Procedure 
of that great Day, by gathering the. whole 


World into one common Flock, and ſepa- 
rating the one from the other, as a Shepherd 
divideth the Sheep from the Goats. And in St 


Paul's Epiſtle to the Corinthians, he declares 


. That we muſt all appear before the Tudgment- 
. ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may receive for 


the Things done in the Budy, according to 
that he hath done, whether good or bad. And 


in his Epiſtle to the Romans, he makes 


it a Bar againſt judging one another : 45 
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doſt thou judge thy Brother ? or why doſt thou 
ſet at nought thy Brother ? for we ſhall all 
ſtand before the Judgment. ſcat of Chriſt. | 
For it is written, As I live, ſaith the Lord, | 
every Knee ſhall bow to me, and every Fongue | 
ſhall confeſs to God. So then every one of 
us ſhall give Account of himſelf to God. And. 
in the Revelations, the divine Evangeliſt thus 
viſionarily deſcribes that grand Solemnity : 

And I ſaw a great white Throne, and him that 
fat on it, from whoſe Face the Earth and the 
Heaven fled away, and there was found no 
Place for them. And I ſaw the Dead, ſmall 
and great, ſtand before God: and the Boks 
were opened: and anotber Book was opened, 
which is the Book of Life: and the Dead 
were judged out of thoſe Things which were 
ritten in the Books, according to their Works, 
And the Sea gave up the Dead which were 
in it; and Death and Hell delivered up the 
Dead which were in them : and they were judged 
every Man according to his Vors. And 
Death and Hell were caſt into the Lake of 
Fire : This is the ſecond Death. And whoſoever 
was not found written in the Book of Life, 

was caft into the Lake of Lire. 
2, When ſhall this general Judgment be? 
A. At the End of the World. When 
the State of our Trial and Probation ſhall 
be finiſhed, it will be a proper Seaſon for 
the Diſtribution of public Juſtice, for the 
rewarding 
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rewarding all thoſe with eternal Life, „who 
by patient Continuance in Well doing, ſeek 
for Glory, and Honour, and Immortality. 
And for rendering, to them that obey not 
the Truth, but obey Untighteouſneſs; Indig- 
nation and Wrath, TributationandAnguiſh.” 

9. But if every Man upon his Death ſhall 
paſs into a State of Happineſs or Miſery, 
what Need is there of a general Judgment ? 

A. Though it is plain from Scripture, 


that good Men, when they die, paſs into a 


State of Happineſs, and bad Men into a 
State of Miſery ; yet all the Declarations 
of our Saviour and his Apoſtles concerning 
Judgment, plainly refer to the laſt and ge- 
neral Judgment; for, then it is only that 
the whole Man ſhal] be compleatly happy 
or miſerable; then it is that the Bodies 
of Men ſhall be raifed, and as they have 
been Partakers with the Soul in obeying or 
offending Gop, ſo ſhall they ſhare in the 
Rewards or Puniſhments of it; and then 
only can the Degrees and Meaſures of their 
Happineſs and Mitery be truly adjuſted; 
for even after Death the Effects of Men's 
good or bad Actions may add to their Pu- 
niſhment, or increaſe their Reward ; by the 
good or bad Examples they have given, 
by the Foundations they have eſtabliſhed 
for Piety and Virtue, or by the Cuſtoms 
they have introduced to countenance Vice 

| and 
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and Immorality. Then it is that the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of Gop's Providence in relation 
to the Sufferings of good Men in this 
World, will be fully juſtified, and his 
Goodneſs as amply cleared in thoſe ſevere 
Puniſhments that ſhall be eternally inflicted 
upon the Wicked. Moreover, this general 
Judgment is neceſſary to diſplay the Ma- 
jeſty and Glory of our bleſſed Saviour; 
that by this public Act of Honour and 


Authority, he may receive ſome Recom- 


ence for the Contempt and Ignominy 
which he met with from a wicked and un- 
grateful World; and that his deſpiſed 
Servants may be owned by him in the 
Sight of Angels and Men, to the great 
Confuſion of all thoſe miſerable Wretches 
that ſhall then be doomed to everlaſting 
Torments; that public Juſtice may be 
done to thoſe Virtues their Humility took 
Care to conceal, which were ſullied by the 
Calumnies and Slanders of malicious Men; 
and which, by the falſe Judgment of the 
World, were reprefented as the Effects of 
Folly and Extravagance. And then alfo 
will there be a clear and evident Difference 
made betwixt the Righteous and the 
Wicked, between him that hath ſerved 
Gor, and him that hath ſerved him not. 

2. But ſince the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt is Gop, as well as the Son, why is 
the 
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the Adminiſtration of this Judgment com- 
mitted particularly to the Lord Jzsvus 
CHRIST ? 

A. That all Men ſhould honour the Son 
even as they honour the Father. And be- 
cauſe he is the Son of Man, that our 
bleſſed Saviour might receive public Ho- 
nour in that Nature wherein he ſuffered; 
that he, who for our Sake ſtood before an 
earthly Tribunal, might therefore be con- 
ſtituted Judge of the whole World; that 
he, who was deſpiſed and rejected of Men, 
might then appear in the utmoſt Glory, 
attended with an innumerable Train of holy 
Angels; that he, who was condemned and 
crucified to abſolve us, might receive Au- 
thority to abſolve and condemn the whole 
Race of Mankind. And becauſe, being 
cloathed with a human Body, he will make 
a viſible Appearance, which will be ſuitable 
to the other Circumſtances of that great 
| Day, all which will be performed in a viſible 
manner. Beſides, Mankind being judged 
by one in their own Nature, a Man like 
| themſelves, touched with a Senſe and Feel- 
ing of their Infirmities, greatly declareth 
the Equity of this Judgment; becauſe he 
perfectly underſtands all our Circumſtances, 

and whatever may influence our Caſe, either 
to extenuate or aggravate our Guilt. 

9, For what ſhall we be judged ? 

E A. For 
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A. For all Things we have done in the 


Body, whether they be good or bad. All 
our "Thoughts, Words and Actions ſhal! 
then undergo the ſevereſt Scrutiny ; for 

they being all ſubject to Gop's Laws, they 
ſhall then be examined as to the Breach or 
Obſervance of them. 


9. By what Meaſures ſhall the Sentence 


of the great Day paſs upon Men ? 


A. According to the Nature and Qua- 


lity of their Actions. The Wicked ſhall F 
go into everlaſting Puniſhment, but the 
Righteous into Life eternal. 


9. But will the Degrees of their good | 


and bad Actions be conſidered as well as | 
the Nature and Quality of them ? 


A. The Scripture i is plain and expreſs N 
in this Matter, as in St Luke: For unto Þ 
whom ſoever much is given, of him fhall be 


much required. In the ſecond Epiſtle of] 


Paul to the Corinthians; He which ſoweth Þ 


ſparingly, fall reap alſo ſparingly : and be 


which ſo-eth bountifully, ſhall reap alſo boun- 
tifully. And in the Parable of the Talents, 
our Saviour plainly teaches us, that Men] 


are rewarded according to the Improve-Þ 


ments they make; and he likewiſe tells us, 
that the Condition of Sodom and Gomorrah 
ſhall be more tolerable than that of impeni- 
tent Sinners under the Goſpel : And in Coriu- 
thians, St Paul compares the Difference of 


the 
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the Glory of the Saints at the Reſurrection, 
to that of the heavenly Luminaries. And 
the ſame Apoſtle, writing to ſome of his 
Chriſtian Converts, tells them, That unto 
them it was given, in the bebalf of Chriſt, 
not only to believe in him, but alſo to ſuffer 


for his Sake. Which muſt certainly be un- 


derſtood of the Reward conſequent upon 
that Suffering, and not of the Suffering 
ſingly conſidered ; . becauſe no Man in 
his Senſes ever apprehended Suffering to be 
a Gift, So that if we may depend upon 
the Words of Truth himſelf, we may reſt 
aſſured, that whatever Pleaſures we re- 
nounce, and Sufferings we ſubmit to, for 
his Sake, in this World, ſhall be amply re- 
compenſed to us in the next. And this is 
not only agreeable to the Equity of the 
divine Providence, but to the Reaſon of 
the Thing; nothing being a greater En- 
couragement to Piety, than the Conſidera- 
tion, that the leaſt Service ſhall not loſe its 
Reward. And the better any Man is, the 
better he is qualified to reliſh the Pleaſures 
of the new Jeruſalem, thoſe raviſhing De- 
lights which flow from the Enjoyment of 
the chiefeſt Good; and nothing a greater 
Dehortation from Sin, than the Conſideration, 
that the leaſt Sin unrepented of ſhall not go 


unpuniſhed. | 
E 2 NY, What 
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9. What is the prefixed Time of our Sa- 
viour's coming to Judgment ? | 

A. The Time and Seaſon for the great 
Aſſize is appointed by Gop, and reſerved as 
a Secret to himſelf, Of that Day and Hour 
knoweth no Man, no not the Angels which 
are in Heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 
The Angels, who excel in Knowledge, and 
ſhall adminiſter in all the Solemnities of the 
laſt Judgment, are ignorant of it; and ſo 
is the Son of Man, who is himſelf to be the 
Judge, and who, as Gop, knoweth all 
Things, yet as to human Underſtanding 
he did not know it; which is not unrea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe, if we conſider, that the 
human Nature of CHRISH did not neceſſa- 
rily know all Things by Virtue of its 
Union to the divine Nature; otherwiſe, 
JEsus could not have grown in Wiſdom 
and Favour with Gop and Man. 
Q. What ſhall be the manner and the 
Circumſtances of CHRIST's appearing. 

A. He ſhall be revealed from Heaven 
with his mighty Angels; he ſhall deſcend 
with a Shout, with the Voice of the Arch- 
angel, with the Trump of Gop. He ſhall 
come in his own Glory, and in his Father's, 
and in that of his holy Angels. He ſhall 
{ir upon the Throne of his Glory, and all 
Nations ſhall be gathered before him. 
Thoſe that ſleep in the Graves ſhall awake, 

and 
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and the Dead in CHRIST ſhall riſe firſt, and 
they that are alive ſhall be changed, and 
caught up to meet the Lord in the Air; 
which ſufficiently ſhews the glorious Ap- 
pearing of the great Gop, and our Saviour 
Jesvs Cnr1sT ; glorious in reſpect of the 
Brightneſs and Splendor of his heavenly 
Body, ſtill made more glorious and ma- 
jeſtic by the Authority which his Father 
hath committed to him of univerſal Judge. 
Glorious in his Retinue, being accompanied 
with thouſands of holy Angels, who ſhall 
attend not only to make up the Pomp of 
his Appearance, but as Miniſters of his 
Juſtice 3 and glorious, laſtly, in that bright 
Throne of Glory, from whence he ſhall 
diſpenſe Life and Death to all the World, 


O GREAT Day! when the ſtiffeſt Knee 
ſhall bow at the Tribunal of Jzsvus CHRIST, 
and the ſtrongeſt Back ſhall break under 
the inſupportable Burden of a Redeemer's 
Wrath; when the Alexanders and the Ceſars, 
which once ſhook the Earth, and made the 
World to tremble, ſhall revere, and lie 
proſtrate at his once pierced Feet. 

Where is the Scorner, that can laugh at 
this dreadful Appearance, or the Fool, that 
makes a Mock at Sin? How will they 
tear, torment, and curſe themſelves for 
their inſolent Blaſphemies, and too too 

E 3 late 
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late wiſh, they had been ſtifled in the 
Womb that bore them, drowned in the 
Font that held the Water to baptize them, 
or inſtantly daſh'd out of Being, like the 
Woman at the Devizes in Wiltſhire, on the 
25th of January, 1753, with one of their 


- abominable Expreſſions in their Mouths. 


See Appendix. 


©. What may we learn from the Cer- 
tainty of a general Judgment ? 

A. To govern our Lives with that Care 
and Conſideration, and with that due Re- 
gard to the Meaſures of our Duty, that 
we may be able to give up our Accounts 
with Joy, and not with Grief. To keep 
that ſtrict Watch over ourſelves by frequent 
Examination, that our Behaviour in this 
State of Probation and Trial, may obtain 
the Favour and Acceptance of our Re- 
deemer, and our Judge, at his dreadful 
Tribunal. To reſtrain ourſelves from com- 
mitting the leaſt Sin, becauſe there is none 
ſo inconfiderable as to be overlook'd at that 
grand Audit. Not to encourage ourſelves 
by the greateſt Secrecy to the Breach of any 
of Gop's holy Laws, becauſe all our Actions 
ſhall be then expoſed to public View, and 
known by the whole World, to our eternal 
Infamy and Reproach. And to endeavour 
to order our Behaviour in general in ſuch a 

| manner, 
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manner, that when our Redeemer ſhall ſum- 
mon us to appear before his awful Tribu- 
nal, we may cheartully and willingly reſign 
ourſelves into his merciful Arms, and with 
a holy Aſſurance, joyfully expect that moſt 
gracious Sentence, which will then proceed 
from his heavenly Lips to all that love and 
fear him; ſaying, Come, ye bleſſed Children of 

my Father, receive the Kingdom prepared for 
you from the Beginning of the World. 

©. What may we learn from the Un- 
certainty of the Time when we ſhall be 
Judged ? 

A. Immediately to reconcile ourſelves 
to our offended: Gop, by a ſincere and a 
hearty Repentance, that the terrible Day of 
his Wrath may not find us unprepared. 
To be always upon our Guard, that we may 
make a daily Progreſs towards Chriſtian 
Perfection, and conſtantly defend ourſelves 
againſt the Attacks of our ſpiritual Enemies. 
To be frequent in all Acts of Piety and 
Devotion, that when we are ſummoned to 
appear, we may, if poſſible, be found em- 
ployed in religious Exerciſes. To beg Gop's 
Grace, that the dreadful Day of Judgment 
may not overtake us unawares, but that by 
a patient Continuance in Well-doing, w2 
may wait for Glory, Honour, and Immor- 
tality. 


E 4 I 


80 The Parents and Sthoolmaſters 


"T BELIEVE, O bleſſed Jxsvs, that from 
thy Throne at Gop's right Hand, where 
thou now fitteſt, thou wilt come again to 
judge the World, attended with thy holy 
Angels. I believe, O thou adorable Judge, 
that all Mankind ſhall be ſummoned before 
thy awful Tribunal; all the Dead, who ſhall 
be waked out of their Graves, when the 
Angel ſhall blow the laſt Trump, and al! 
that are then quick and alive, ſhall then 
appear before thee ; that I, and all the 
World, ſhall give a ſtrict Account of all 
our Thoughts, Words, and Actions; that 
the Books will then be opened; that out 
of thoſe dreadful Regiſters we ſhall be 
judged ; that Satan and our own Conſci- 
ences will be our Accuſers. O let the laſt 
Trump be ever ſounding in my Ears, that 
I may ever be mindful of my great Ac- 
counts ; and that I may neither ſpeak, nor 
do, nor think any thing that may wound 
my own Conſcience, or provoke thy Anger, 
or make me tremble at the awful Day: 
I know, O Lord, that Love only ſhall en- 
dure that terrible Teſt, that Love only 
ſhall be acquitted, that Love only ſhall be 
eternally bleſt, and therefore I will ever 
praiſe and love thee, Glory be to thee, 
O thou beloved Son of Gop, to whom the 
Father hath, committed all Judgment. How 
Can 
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can they who love thee, O Jesv, ever 
deſpond, though their Love in this Life is 
always imperfect, when at laſt they ſhall 
have Love for their Judge, Love that 
hath felt, and therefore will graciouſly com- 
paſſionate all their Infirmities ? And there- 
tore all Love, all Glory be to thee. Amen. 


Collect for the firſt Sunday in Advent. 


O MRERCTIrul Gop, the Father of our 
Lord Jesvs CHRIST, who is the Reſur- 
rection and the Life, in whom whoſoever 
believeth ſhall live, though he die; and 
whoſoever liveth and believeth in him ſhall 
not die eternally : I meekly beſeech thee, 
O Father, to raiſe me from the Death of 
Sin unto the Life of Righteouſneſs, that 
when I ſhall depart this Life I may reſt in 
thee, and that at the general Reſurrection 
in the laſt Day, I may be found accepta- 
ble in thy Sight, and receive that Sentence 
which thy well-beloved Son ſhall then pro- 
nounce to all that love and fear thee, ſaying, 
Come, ye bleſſed Children of my Father, 
receive the Kingdom prepared for you from 


the Beginning of the World; Grant this, 0 


merciful Father, for Jzsus CHRIST's Sake, 
my only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 


E 5 WHEN 
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WHEN riſing from my Bed of Death, 
O'erwhelm'd with Grief and Fear, * 
I ſee my Maker Face to Face, 
O how ſhall I appear ? 


If yet while Pardon may be found, 
And Mercy may be ſought, 

My Heart does ſhrink for very Fear, 
And trembles at the Thought : 


Whenthou, O Lord, ſhalt ſtand diſclos'd, 
In Majeſty ſevere, 
And ſit in Judgment on my Soul, 
O how ſhall IJ appear? 


But Thou haſt told the troubled Mind, 
That does her Sins lament, 
The timely Tribute of her Tears, 
Shall endleſs Woes prevent, 


Then {ce the Sorrows of my Heart, 
Ere yet it be too late, 

And hear my Saviour's dying Groans, 
To give thoſe Sorrows Weight, 


For never ſhall my Soul deſpair 
Her Pardon to procure, 

Who knows thy only Son has dy'd 
To make that Pardon ſure. 


2, What is the eighth Article of the 
Chriſtian Faith ? | 
A. © I believe in the Holy Ghoſt.” 
. Who 
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9, Who is the Holy Ghoſt ? 
A. The third Perſon in the ever bleſſed 


Trinity, Gop co-eſſential and co-eternal with 
the Father and the Son: Who appeared in 


the Form of a Dove at our Lord's Bap- 


tiſm, repreſenting that glorious Attribute 


of the divine Nature (Love) and in the 
Form of cloven fiery Tongues on the Day 
of Pentecoſt, which we call Whitſunday ma- 
nifeſting that glorious Attribute of the di- 
vine Nature (Power) whereby the Apoſtles 
were enabled to publiſh the glad Tidings of 
the Goſpel in their ſeveral Languages to the 
People who were met at Zeruſalem at the 
Feaſt, and to the great Surprize and Con- 
faGon of the Inhabitants, who knew them 
to be but poor lilly Fiſhermen, and conſe- 
quently deſtitute of human Learning. 

9. What is the Holy Ghoſt, as to his 
Offices to us? 

A. Although the extraordinary Opera- 


tions of this bleſſed Spirit have ceaſed for 


more than fifteen hundred Years, they be- 
ing no longer neceſſary than whilſt the A- 
poltles and their Succeilors were convincing 
the World of their divine Authority by thoſ: 
ſupernatural Effects; yet he is ſtil] the Spi- 
rit of Truth, who guides us into the Know- 
ledge of all Truth neceſſary to Salvation, 
by the unerring Standard of his written 
* ord; ; and as the Nicene Creed ſtileth 
E 6 him 
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him, The Lord and Giver of Life, pro- 
« ceeding from the Father and the Son, 
<« and therefore with the Father and the 
<« Son together to be worſhipped and glo- 
“ rified, who ſpake by the Prophets.” 

Q. How did the Holy Ghoſt ſpeak by 
the Prophets and Apoſtles ? 

A. The holy Scriptures bear the Name 
of Moſes and the Prophets, the Evangeliſts 
and the Apoſtles. Moſes wrote the firſt 
five Books, the ſeveral Prophets wrote the 
ſeveral Books that go under their ſeveral 
Names. The four Goſpels, the Acts, and 
Revelation, were wrote by the four Evan- 
geliſts ; and the Epiſtles were wrote by the 
ſeveral Apoſtles under whoſe Names they 
go. But though theſe good Men wrote 
theſe great Things, yet it was the Holy 
Ghoſt that directed them what to write 
and it is for this Reaſon, and in this Senſe, 
the Scripture is called he Word of God, the 
Holy Ghoſt being the third Perſon in the 
bleſſed Trinity, and therefore Gop. It is 
called likewiſe, the Power of God unto Sal- 
valion; the Deſign of the Scripture being 
to inſtruct us in our Duty, in order to bring 
us to Happineſs. It is again called, be 
Word of God, which is quick and powerful, 
and ſharper than a two-edged Sword, Ppierc- 
ng even to the dividing aſunder of the Soul 
and Spirit, and the Foints and Marrow, and 
is 
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is a Diſcerner of the Thoughts and Intents of 
the Heart; which no leſs Power than that 
of Gop can do; becauſe diſcerning the 
Heart is a Prerogative peculiar to Gop. 
And St Paul again fays, All Scripture is 
given by Inſpiration of God ; and St Peter 
fays, that the Prophefy came not of old time 
by the Will of Man, but holy Men of God 
ſpake as they were moved by the holy Ghoſt. 
And as the Bodies of Men are kept alive 
and fit for Action, by the continual Suc- 
ceſſion of Meat and Drink they daily receive, 
{o the Souls of Men are nouriſhed to eter- 
nal Life by that ſpiritual Food received 
from the holy Scriptures, which the Holy 
Ghoſt dictated ; ſo that he is very rightly 
called « the Lord and Giver of Life.” 

Q. What is the ninth Article of the Chriſ- 
tian Faith? _ 

A. The holy Catholic Church, the 
„ Communion of Saints.“ 

Q. What doth the Word Catholic ſig- 
nify ? 

A. Univerſal or General. 

Q. What is the Catholic Church ? 

A. The Communion of Saints,” or the 
whole Congregation of Chriſtian People diſ- 
perſed throughout the World, under CHRIST 
their Head. 

What is the tenth Article of the 
Chriſtian Faith? 
A..** The 
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A. The Forgiveneſs of Sins.“ 

Q. Will all Sin be forgiven at the laſt 
Day? 

A. No. 

. What then do you mean by “ the 
4 Forgiveneſs of Sins?“ 

A. That there be many ſorts of Sins, but 
two ſorts of Sinners. 

Q. What be thoſe two ſorts of Sinners? 

A. One that dies in their Wickedneſs, 
and the other that truly and ſincerely re- 

nts. 

Q. Which of theſe two ſorts will be for- 
given ? 

A. They that truly and ſincerely re- 
pent. 

. What is the eleventh Article of the 
Chriſtian Faith ? 

A. The Reſurrection of the Body.“ 

Q. What Body do you believe will be 
raiſed at the laſt Day ? 

A, Every Body that ever did or ever ſhall 
live upon the Face of the Earth. 

What will they be raiſcd for? 

A. To be re-united to their Souls in or- 
der to appear before the Judgment Seat of 
CHR1sT, there to receive a due Recompence 
for what hath been done in the Fleſh, whe- 
ther it be Good or Evil, The Heour is com- 
ing, in which all that are in the Graves ſhall 
bear Chriſt's Voice, and come Forib; they that 
have 
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bave done Good unto the Reſurrefion of Life, 
but they that have dove Evil, unto the Reſur- 
rection of Damnation. So that there muſt 
be a ſpiritual Reſurrection of the Soul from 
Sin, before there can be a comfortable Re- 
{urrection of the Body from the Duſt; there- 
fore bleſſed and holy is he that hath a Part in 
this firſt Reſurrettion, for on ſuch the ſecond 
Death hath no Power, 

Q. What are thoſe advantageous Quali- 

ties which the Bodies of good Chriſtians ſhall 
be inveſted with at the Reſurrection ? 
Al. Our Bodies, now liable to Pains, Dif- 
eaſes, and Death, ſhall die no more, but be 
made equal to the Angels, immortal in their 
Duration, and freed from all thoſe trouble- 
ſome Accidents to which they are now ex- 
poſed ; for the Reward being eternal, the 
Subject mult be eternal. I is ſown in Cor 
ruption, it 13 raiſed in Incorrupliau. 

Our Bodies, now vile and contemptible, 
ſubject to Filth and Deformity, ſhall be 
raiſed glorious, ſplendid, and bright; they 
ſhall ſhine like the Sun, and be faſhioned 
like the glorious Body of our bleſſed Savi- 
our ; which 1s credible, from the Relation 
ſo often mentioned in Scripture bet cen 
CHRIST and all true Chriſtians, he being 
the Head and they the Members; and from 
the mighty Power he will exert in the ef- 
fecting this Change, it being according to 

"the 
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the working of that mighty Power whereby 
he is able to ſubdue all Things to himſelf. 


7. is ſown (or buried) in Diſhonour, it is raiſed 


in Glory. 

Our Bodies, now ſubject to Wearineſs by 
Labour, to Weakneſs by waſting and Diſ- 
eaſes, to Decays by Age, ſhall be raiſed 
nimble, ſtrong, and active; they ſhall be 
able to follow the Lamb whereſoever he 
goeth. They ſhall be endowed with ſuch 
Strength and Vigour, as ſhall ſupport them 
for ever in the ſame State, without any 
Change or Decay. It is ſown (or buried) 
in Weakneſs, it is raiſed in Power. 

Our Bodies, now acted only by animal 
and vital Spirits, ſhall then be poſſeſſed and 


acted by the holy Spirit; and being now 


chiefly fitted for the Operations of Fleſh 
and Blood, and affected with the natural 
Senſations of Pleaſure and Pain, ſhall be 
then ſo refined as to become proper Inſtru- 
ments for the Operations of the Mind, to 
which they ſhall be no longer a Clog or 


Impediment, as they were in this World, 


but ſhall ſerve them and depend upon them. 
Ii is ſown (or buried) a natural Body, but 
it is raiſed a ſpiritual Body. 


Q. What ſort of Bodies ſhall the Wicked. 


have at the Reſurrection ? 
A. Their Bodies ſhall be immortal, that 
they may be fitted for that everlaſting Pu- 
niſhment. 
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niſhment they have drawn upon themſelves, 
wherein they will always ſuffer without con- 
ſuming. Depart, ye Curſed, into everlaſting 
Fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels, 

Q. What Effect ſhould this Belief have 
upon you ? 

A. It ſhould make me reverence myſelf, 
and not pollute my Body, this Temple of 
the holy Ghoſt, with ſenſual and brutiſh 
Luſts, but by Purity and Sobriety to pre- 
pare it for that Honour and Happineſs which 
ChRISH my Redeemer hath defigned me 
for. It ſhould comfort and ſupport me un- 
der all the Miſeries and Afflictions to which 
my Body is ſubject in this Life, ſince when 
I take it up again, it will be no more liable 
to Pains, Diſeaſes, and Diſſolution, for then 
Death will be ſwallowed up in Victory; it 
ſhould mortify in me all fenfual Satisfac- 
tions, that my Body may become obedient 
and tractable to the Motions of the holy 
Spirit; it ſhould comfort me under the 
Death of Friends and Relations, who are 
not periſhed, but only fallen aſleep, and ſhall 
ſurely awake at the laſt Day in greater Per- 
fection and Glory; it ſhould arm me againſt 
the Fear of my own Death, ſince I have 
been aſſured, that after my Body hath been 
crumbled into Duſt, and become the Food 
of Worms, it will be enlivened at the gene- 
ral Reſurrection, and be changed and made 

; a 
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a glorified Body. But above all, it ſhould 
make me careful to exerciſe myſelf always 
to keep a Conſcience void of Offence to- 
wards Gop and Man; that I may not for- 


feit that bleſſed Immortality of my whole 


Man, Body and Soul, which Gop hath pro- 
miſled to all thoſe that perſevere in his Ser- 
vice to the End of their Days. 

Q. What is the twelfth and laſt Article? 

A. And the Life everlaſting. 417.” 

Q. How many ſorts of Life are there in 
the future State ? 

A. Two; one of everlaſting Joy #:d 
Happineſs, and the other of endleſs VO and 
Torment. 

Q. What Effect ought that Belief to have 
upon you? 

A. As the holy Apoſtle St Peter hath 
directed me, that ſeeing I expect ſuch 
Things, to be diligent that I am found in 
Peace, without Spot, and blameleſs. 

Q. Are any particular Signs immediately 
to precede our Lord's grand Advent? 

A. The whole Frame of Nature will be 
diſordered and confuſed, the Darkening of 
the Sun, the Moon turning into Blood, the 
Stars falling from the Clouds to the Earth, 
like a Tree caſting her untimely Fruit when 
ſhaken with a Tempeſt, muſt ſtrike Terror 
on the moſt hardened Beholder; and what 
WII then become of the Mirth of the Atheiſt, 


and 
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and Infidel of every Denomination, when 
they feel the World crackling about their 


Ears, and the Elements melting away with 


fervent Heat ? when they behold the Re- 
moval of Mountains, and the Rendiug of 
Rocks ; the toſſing of the Earth from her 
Center, and drying up the Ocean with 
Flames? Who can conceive their Confu— 
ſion, in finding themſelves ready to receive 


their final Doom from that Jzsus, whoſe 


gracious Benefits they have rejected, whoſe 


Authority they have deſpiſed, and againſt 
whom they have ſpoken as deſpitefully as 
they could. How will they Shiver and 
Tremble for fear of the Lord, and the 
Glory of his Majeſty, when he ariſeth thus 
to ſhake terribly the Earth, and in vain call 


on the Mountains and Rocks to fall upon 
them, to hide them from the Face of him 
that ſits upon the Throne, and the Wrath 


of the Lamb. 


Q: What is the third Thing your God- 


| fathers and Godmothers promiſed for, you? 


A. That I ſhould keep Gop's holy Will 
and Commandments. and walk in the ſame 
all the Days of my Lite. 

9. How many Commandments are 
there ? 

A. Ten. 

9. Who ſpake theſe Commandments ? 

A. Gop 
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A. Gop. | 


A In what Places of Scripture do we | 


find them ? 
A. In the twentieth Chapter of Exodus. 
Q, What did Gop for his People 1/-ae! ? 
A. He brought them out of the Land 
of Egypt. 


2, What was the Land of Egypt to the 


Iſraelites ? 


A. A Houſe of Bondage or Slavery, | 
where they had ſuch Taſks laid upon them, | 
as it was impoſſible for human Nature to | 
perform; as the making Brick without 


Straw. 
9. What is the firſt Commandment ? 
A. Thou ſhalt have none other Gods 
« but me.” 


Q: What is forbidden in this Command- F 


ment? 

A. Idolatry, and all idolatrous Worſhip ? 

©. What is Idolatry ? 

A. Worſhipping falſe Gods, or the true 
Gon in a falſe manner. 

2, When may we be ſaid to worſhip the 
true Gop in a falſe manner? 

A. When we do not appear before him 
with that reverential Awe which is due to 
his moſt tremendous Majeſty ; or, as Saint 
Paul expreſſes it, with reverence and godly 


Fear, 
9. How 


al 
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9, How many Ways may we break this 
Commandment ? 

A. Five Ways ; firſt, and in general, by 
all heinous and wilful Sins : ſecondly, and 


more particularly, by Atheiſm. 


2 What is Atheiſm ? 

A. There are two Sorts of Atheiſm, ſpe- 
culative and practical. | 

Q: What is ſpeculative Atheiſm ? 

A. Attempting to baniſh the Notion or 


Belief of a Gop out of our Minds, and en- 
deavouring to maintain it as a ſtanding Prin- 


ciple, that there is no ſuch Being as Gop, 


and conſequently no future State of Rewards 
and Puniſhments ? | 


Q: What is practical Atheiſm ? 
A. Believing that there is a Gop, but 


not endeavouring to live ſuitably to ſuch a 
| Belief; of which ſort are thoſe the Apoſtle 
| ſpeaks of, who profeſs they know God, but 
in Works deny him. 


9, Which is the third Way of breaking 


this Commandment ? 


A. By Blaſphemy, which 1s thinking or 
ſpeaking any thing that is unworthy of 
Gop; as ſuppoſe we ſhould ſay or think, 
that he is not Wiſe, Juſt, Good, Ge. 

2: Which is the fourth Way of break- 
ing this Commandment ? 

A. By paying religious Worſhip to any 
thing beſides GOD; as ſuppoſe we Rome 

| wear 
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ſwear by, or pray. to any Saint, Angel, 
Se. 

2. Which is the fifth Way of breaking 
this Commandment? 

A. By every Thought, Word, or Action, 
which does any way ſhew that we have a 
mean Opinion of Go, or of any thing that Þ 
more immediately belongs to him; as his 
Word, his Minifters, his "Ordinances, Sc. 
2. What is the ſecond Commandment? 

A. Thou ſhalt not make to thyſelf 
« any graven Image, Ec.“ 

: What do you mean by a graven 
Image ? 

A. Any Image carved out of Stone, 
Wood, or any other material, 

2: What do you mean by the Likeneſs? 

A. The Picture of any Thing “ that is 
« in Heaven above, in the Earth beneath, 
<« or in the Water under the Earth.“ 

Q, What is it to make an Image or Pic- 
ture to ourſelves ? 

A. To make them with an Intention to ule 
or behave ourſelves towards them as if they 
were Gods, by bowing down to, and wor- 
ſhipping them. 

2: Why muſt we not do this? 

A. Becauſe << the Lord our Gop is 4 
„ jealous Gop.” 

; What do you mean when you ſay 
Gop is Jealous ? 


„ K. -That 
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zel, A. That he is very ſtrict and ſevere in 
maintaining his Honour? 


ing 9. What will his Jealouſy cauſe him to 


do? 

On, A. To vilit, or puniſh, the Sins of the 
a Fathers upon the Children, unto the third 
Lat | « and fourth Generations.” 
his 9. How does Gop judge ſuch as do 
c. theſe Things to be affected to him? 
it? A. To hate him. 

elf 9. How are his true Worſhippers affect- 

ed to him ? 
en A. By loving him. 


9. How do Men ſhew that they love 
AC, Gop ? 
-A. By keeping his Commandments : If 


8? pie love me (faith CHRIST) Keep my Command- 
18 ments, 
h, ©. What is the third Commandment ? 


| A. Thou ſhalt not take the Name, 
C- c 69,” 

2, How muſt we not take or ule Gop's 
le Name ? 
CY A. Not in vain, nor at all, unleſs on ſo- 
r-& lemn, juſt, and devout Occaſions, nor even 

then without Acts of Adoration. 

Q: What doth Gop threaten to ſuch as 

a take his Name in vain ? 
; A. That “ he will not hold them guilt- 

ly « leſs,” 

Q: And what will the Event of that be? 
at A. That 
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A. That he will ſurely puniſh both Soul 
and Body in Hell. | 

9, How many Ways may we break this 

' Commandment ? 

A. Four: firſt by crying out O Lord, 
O Go, O Jesvs, or O ChRISTH, at every 
turn, or by any raſh or unadviſed uſe of 
Gop's Name. Secondly, by Curling. 
Thirdly, by Swearing falſly. Fourthly, 
when we ſwear vainly. 

9. When do we Curſe ? 

A. When we call upon Gop to damn 

any Perſon, or to ſend any other Evil or 
hurtful Thing upon him. 

9. When do we Swear falſely ? 

A. When we promiſe any Thing upon 
Oath, which we cannot, do not intend, or 
are not careful to perform, 

9, When do we Swear vainly ? 

A. When in our common Diſcourſe one 
with another, or upon any Occaſion where 
we have no Need to ſwear. 

. What is the fourth Commandment ? 

N. « Remember that thou keep holy, 
'Of £39 

9. Which is the Sabbath-day to us 
Chriſtians ? 

A. The Day commonly called Sunday, 
or the Lord's Day. 

N Why is it called the Lord's Day ? 

A, Be- 
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A. Becauſe the Lord of Life valiantly 
triumphed over the Sharpneſs of Death, 
reſted from his Work of Redemption, and 
honoured it by his riſing from the Dead 
upon it. 

QQ. How often does this Day return? 

A. Every ſeventh Day. 


Q What is it to keep the Sabbath- day 
holy ? | 

A. To ſpend it after a holy or religious 
manner, | 

Q. What Work is forbidden to be done 
on it? 

A. All manner of worldly Buſineſs, ex- 
_ cept Works of Neceſſity and Mercy. 

Q. By whom muſt the Sabbath-day be 
kept holy ? | 

A. Not only by ourſelves, but by our 
Children, and Servants, 

Q. In what manner muſt our Cattle be 
diſpoſed of upon the Sabbath-day ? _ 

A. They muſt on this Day be ſuffered 
to reſt from their Labours. 

©, What do you mean when you ſay 
that the Lord hallowed the Sabbath-day ? 


A. That he ſet it apart to holy or reli- 


gious Uſes. | 


9. How many Ways may we break 
this Commandment ? 

A, FourWays ; Firſt, When we do there- 
upon exerciſe the Buſineſs of our Trade or 
F Calling 
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Calling. Secondly, When we refuſe, or 
neglect going to Church, which ſhould 
never be omitted, unleſs we are prevented 
by Buſineſs of the higheſt Neceſſity, or 
Charity. Thirdly, When after Church is 
over, we ſpend the remaining Part of the 
Day in any idle and unprofitable Diver- 
ſions; which ought to be ſpent in Medita- 
tion, Reading, Prayer, and ſuch like holy 
and religious Exerciſes, Laſtly, When 
we ſpend this Day, or any Part of it, in 
Lewdneſs and Debauchery ; as in Gaming, 
Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, and the like, as 
too many wicked and ungodly Perſons 
— HET 
©. Which is the fifth Commandment ? 

A. Honour thy Father and Mother, 
Sc.“ 

9. What is it to honour our Parents? 

A. To be dutiful to them. 

9, What Reward is promiſed to thoſe 
who are ſo ? 

A. „ That their Days ſhall be long in 
« the Land, which the Lord their Gop 
« giveth them.“ 

2. What do you underſtand by that 
Promiſe ? 


A. Either that Gop will give him a lon 


Life here, or, what is much better, will re- 
ward him with a greater Degree of Glory 
and Happineſs hereafter. 
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Q: How many Ways may we break this 
Commandment? 

A. Two. 

9. Which is the firſt ? 

A. When we refuſe to liſten to the Ad- 
vice of our Parents, or to obey their lawful 
Commands. . Secondly, When we behave 
ourſelves unkindly or diſrepectfully towards 
them, either by Word or Deed. 

2. Give me an Inſtance of each. 

A. When we give them rude, ſaucy, or 
unmannerly Language; when we neglect or 


refuſe to relieve them in their Neceſſities: 


And in ſhort, when we do not make it our 
conſtant Endeavour to pleaſe, ſupport, 
and comfort them to the utmoſt of our 
Power, 

9. Does this Commandment reach no 
further than your natural Parents ? 

A. Yes; the King, and all that are 
put in Authority under him, all my Go- 
vernors, Teachers, ſpiritual Paſtors and 
Maſters. 

9. Who are your ſpiritual Paſtors and 
Maſters ? 

A. The Miniſters of Gop's holy Word 
and Sacraments ; particularly the Biſhop of 
the Dioceſe, and the Pariſh- Miniſter where 
I live. 


9. Why muſt you ſubmit to their Di- 
rections? 
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A. Becauſe they are Stewards, appaynted 
by Gop, for the Care of my Soul ; by ad- 
miniſtering to me the Means of Grace, and 
all Things neceſſary to my Salvation; for 
the due Performance or Neglect of which, 
they muſt render a ſtrict Account to the 
great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls at his 
final general Viſitation. 

9. What is the ſixth Commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt do no Murder.” 

©, When are we guilty of Murder? 

A. When we ſpitefully and maliciouſly 
take away, or are concern'd in taking away 
the Life of any Man, Woman or Child. 

Q: Are there no other Ways of Murder? 
A. Yes, ſeveral; by falſe Witneſs, as in 
the Caſe of Naboth ; by Stratagem, as in the 
Caſe of Uriah ; by drawing People into 
ſuch Inconveniencies as manifeſtly puts 
their Lives into Jeopardy, and frequently 
a Period to them; as in the Caſes of Re- 
bellion, Intemperance, Uncleanneſs, and 
the like ; and by falſe and ſcandalous Re- 
ports, whereby a Man is injured in his 
Livelihood, and his Family, who depend on 
his Labour for Subſiſtence, is expoſed to 
Want, and thrown into the Way of ſuch 
Temptations whereby they may not only 
forfeit their Innocence, but their Lives ; 
which is direct Murder according to the 
Son of Sirach : The poor Man's Bread is his 
Life, 
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Life, and he that deprives him thereof is a 
Blood-ſhedder. 

Q. What are the beſt Means to prevent 
falling directly or indirectly into this Sin? 

A. To carb all angry and revengeful 
Paſſions, and to ſtifle their very firſt Ap- 
pearance in us. To reſtrain all envious, 
covetous, luſtful, and inordinate Deſires of 
any kind. To avoid all improper Re- 
ſort, idle and unprofitable Diverſions, un- 
neceſſary Arguments, and every Thing 
that may conduce to ſtir up our Paſſions ; 
and carefully to weigh what may attend 
every Action before we venture on it; fo 
by following the Apoſtle's Rule in ab/tain- 
ing from all Appearance of Evil, we ſhall 
doubtleſs avoid the Conſequences of it. 

Q. Which is the ſeventh Command- 
ment ? | | 8 

A, Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery.” 

Q. When are we guilty of Adultery ? 

A. When we defile our Bodies by any 
unchaſte, or unclean Action; or our Looks, 
which give birth to our Thoughts, 

Q. Which is the eighth Command- 
ment ? 

A. * Thou ſhalt not ſteal,” 

Q What is it to ſteal ? 

A. When we either ſecretly, or by open 
Violence, take away from another Man that 
which is his own, 
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Q. Is that all that is comprehended in 
this Command ? 

A. No; all kinds of Oppreſſion, Ex- 
tortion, withholding from another his juſt 
Due, and falſe Practices in Dealing. 

. Which is the ninth Commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs 
« apainſt thy Neighbour.” | 

Q. Againl whom muſt we not bear falſe 
Witneſs ? 

A. Any Perſon, for all the World is 
comprehended under the Word Neigh- 
bour, 

Q. What is it to bear falſe Witneſs ? 

A. To accuſe any Perſon of a Crime, 
whereof we do not know him to be guilty, 

Does this Command extend no far- 
ther than falſe Witneſs ? 

A. Yes; it forbids all Lying, Slander- 
ing, and every Thing that may conduce 
to diſparage our Neighbour unjuſtly, 

Which is the tenth Commandment ? 

A. « Thou ſhalt not covet, Sc.“ 

Q. What is the Meaning of this Com- 
mandment ? | 

A, That we muſt not fret or make our- 
ſelves uneaſy for that which another Man 
has, much leſs muſt we endeavour to get it 
by unlawful Means. Gop's Anger againſt 
this Sin appeared very evidently in the 

Caſes of Achan, and Nabotb's Vineyard. 
55 Collect 
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Q. What do you chiefly learn from 
theſe Commandments ?” 

A. I learn two Things, my Duty to- 
« wards Gop, and my Duty towards my 
ec Neighbour.” 

Q. How many of them concerns our 
Duty towards Gop ? 

A. The four firſt,, which are therefore 
called the Law of the firſt Table. 

Q. How many concern our Duty to- 
wards our Neighbour ? 

A. The fix laſt, which concern our 
Duty towards ourſelves likewiſe. Go p 
having commanded us to love our Neigh- 
bour as ourſelves, the Church in Obedience 
thereunto, hath put both together. 

Q. Which of theſe Commandments for- 
bids Swearing and Curling ? 

A. The third, 

Which requires worſhipping G o p, 
and forbids any other ? 

A. The firſt and ſecond. 

Q. Which forbids Sabbath-breaking ? 

A. The fourth. 


Q. Which forbids Lying and Slan- 
dering? 


A. The ninth. 
Q. Which requires Obedience to our 


Parents ? 
E 4 | 4 The 
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A. The fifth. 6 
Which forbids deſiring our Neigh- 
995 Goods? a . 

A. The tenth, 

Q. Which forbids all Acts of Injuſtice ? 

A. The eighth. | 

Q. Which forbids all Acts of Unclean- 
neſs ? 

A. The ſeventh. 

Q. Which forbids Violence and Cruelty ? 

A. The ſixth. 

Q. What is your Duty towards Gop ? ”? 

A. My Duty towards Gop, is to be- 
© leve in him,” Oc. 
What is it to believe in Gop ? 

A. To be fully perſuaded in our Minds, 
that there 1s a divine, almighty, eternal Be- 
ing, who firſt made all Things out of no- 
thing by his Power ; and now governs and 
preſerves all Things by his Providence. 

QQ. What is it to fear Gop ? 

A. To be afraid of thoſe Puniſhments, 
wherewith he will puniſh Sinners, and there- 
upon to take Care not to offend him, 

Q. How muſt we love Gop ? 

A. „With all our Mind, with all our 
« Heart, and with all our Strength.” 

What is it ſo to love Gop ? 
A. To love him beyond any thing elſe. 
Q. What is it to give Thanks to 7 4 

| . To 
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A. To have always in our Hearts a 
thankful Remembrance of his Mercies. 

Q. How will they demean themſelves 
who are truly thankful ? 

A. They will thew it forth, as the Church 
direCts, „not only with their Lips, but in 
their Lives,” by behaving themſelves 
affectionately and dutifully towards him, 

Q. What is it © to put our whole Truſt 
« in Gop ?” 

A. To be fully perſuaded, that he does, 
and always will do, that which is beſt and 
fitteſt to be done; and thereupon to be con- 
tented with our preſent Condition. 

. What is it to call upon Gop ? 
A. To pray to him in all our Wants. 
What do you mean by Govp's 
Word ? 

A. The Scriptures, or the Books of the 
Old and New Teſtament, commonly called 
the Bible. 

Q. When do we honour Gop's Word? 

A. When we read it frequently, ſoberly, 
reverently, with Attention and Regard to 
every Thing that is there either com- 
manded or forbidden. 

Q. What is the Sum and Subſtance of 
our Duty to Gop ? | 

A. To love, fear, worſhip, and ſerve 
him truly all the Days of our Life. 

F 5 Q. What 
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Q. What is your Duty towards your 
«« Neighbour ? ” 

A. My Duty towards my Neighbour, 
<« is to love him as myſelf, Sc.“ 

Q. Of how many ſeveral Branches does 
our Duty towards our Neighbour conſiſt ? 

A. Three; Firſt, of ſuch Duties as we 
owe to all Men in general. Secondly. Of 
ſuch Duties as we owe to ſome particular 
Perſons who ſtand in a more near Relation 
to us. Thirdly, Of ſuch Duties as do 
more immediately concern ourſelves; as, 
the Government of our Appetites, Luſts, 
or Paſſions. 

Q. Why are theſe ranked under the 
Duties towards our Neighbour ? 

A. Becauſe they are ſeldom tranſgreſſed 
without our being ſome Way or other 
hurtful to others. 

Q. What is that general Duty we owe 
to all Men? 

A. To love them as ourſelves. 

Q. What is it to love our Neighbour as 
ourſelves ? 

A. To bear the trueſt and ſincereſt Af- 
fection towards him, and to be ready at all 
Times to promote his Happineſs, temporal 
or ſpiritual, as much as we would our own. 

Q. What do you mean by doing unto 
our Neighbour, as we would he ſhould do 
unto us? —o— 


A. To 
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A To deal by him, in all Caſes, as 
we ourſelves ſhould think it reaſonable to 
be dealt with, if we were in their Places, 
and they in ours. 

hy eb rom this general Rule of loving 
our Neighbour as ourſelves; how many 
en Directions follow? 

A. Five: Firſt, „ That we hurt no 
« Body by Word or Deed.” Secondly, 
„That we be true and juſt in all our 
„Dealings.“ Thirdly, „That we bear 
„ no Malice, nor Hatred in our Hearts.? 
Fourthly, „That we keep our Hands 
„from picking and ſtealing.” Fifthly, 
„That we keep our Tongues from Evil- 
« ſpeaking, Lying and Slandering.“ 

. What 1s it to bear Malice, and Ha- 
tred in our Hearts? 

A. To deſign or wiſh any evil or hurtful 
Thing to any Man, upon the Account of 
. real or ſuppoſed Injury he has done us. 

What do you mean by keeping 
your ands from picking and ſtealing? 
A. To avoid pilfering any little Thing, 
though of never ſo ſmall a Value. 

Q. When do we ſlander our Neighbour ? 

A, When we invent or raiſe an evil 
Report of him, or ſpread ſuch a Report 
abroad, either knowing it to be falſe, or not 


| knowing i it to be true. 
F. 6 Q. When 
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Q. When do we ſpeak Evil of our 
Neighbour ? 

4 When we ſpread abroad an evil, 
though true, Report of him, without a juſt 
and reaſonable Cauſe. 

All the Duties we have now been ſpeak- 
ing of, are ſuch as we owe to all Men in 
general. Thoſe which follow next are ſuch 
as we owe to particular Perſons upon the 
Account of ſome more near Relation they 
ſtand in to us. Of this Sort is firſt our 
Duty to our natural Parents. 

Q. What is then our Duty towards our 
Fathers and Mothers? 

A. To love, honour, and ſuccour them; 
to aſſiſt, help or ſupport them to the utmoſt 
of .our Powers, in all Caſes where they 
ſtand in Need of our Aſſiſtance. 

Q. What is our Duty to the King, and 
all that are put in Authority under him ? 

A. To honour and obey them, to pay 
them that Reſpect and Reverence which 
their ſeveral Stations require ; to do as they 
command us in all Caſes where they have 
Power or Authority, provided it is not con- 
trary to the Command of Gop. 

Q. What is our Duty to our ſpiritual 
Governors ? 

A. To ſubmit ourſelves to them; to 
have a due Regard to their Counſels, Ad- 

monitions, 
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monitions, and Directions, and to obey all 
their gull and reaſonable Commands. 
Who are our ſpiritual Paſtors ? 

A. The Miniſters of Gop's holy Word 
and Sacraments in general; our Pariſh- 
Miniſters in particular. 

Why are they [1-4 ſpiritual Paſtors? 

A. Becauſe they iced us with ſpiritual 
Food, the Word of Gon, by which our 
Souls are nouriſhed, and grow in Grace and 
Goodneſs; wherefore we ſhould carefully 
avoid thoſe who endeavour to leflen them 
in our Eſteem, under Pretence of Scripture 
Revelation. 

Q. Why ought we to ſubmit ourſelves 
to them ? 

A. Becauſe the Holy Ghoſt, by the 
Mouth of St Paul, hath expreſly command- 
ed us to “ obey them that have the Rule 
over us, and ſubmit ourſelves, becauſe they 
watch for our Souls, as they that muſt give 
Account, that they may be able to do it 
with Joy, and not with Grief.” 

What is our Duty towards our 
Betters ? 

A. To behave ourſelves lowly and re- 
verently, humbly and reſpectfully towards 
them, as their Stations require, 

. Who are our Betters ? 


. Thoſe Perſons who are of a higher 
Rank, 
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Rank, Quality, State, or Condition than 
ourſelves: 

Q. What is it to keep our Bodies in 
Temperance and Soberneſs ? 

A. To keep them free from all Exceſs, 
whether in Eating, Drinking, Sleeping or 
Cloathing. 

What is it to keep our Bodięs in 
Chaſtity ? 

A. To keep them free from all im- 

modeſt, filthy, and unclean Actions, 
What is it not to covet or deſire 
other Men's Goods? | 

A. Not to be unreaſonably fond or de- 
ſirous of any Thing which another Man 
has. 

What mean you, when you ſay, „we 
« muſt learn and labour truly to get our 
„Living, Sc.? 

A. That whatever our Trade, Calling 
or Employment in this Life may be, we 
muſt be diligent therein, and content with 
that Portion of good Things which it ſhall 
pleaſe Gop to beſtow upon us. 

We have now gone through and ex- 
plained thoſe three Things our Godfathers 
and Godmothers promiſed for us when we 
were baptized, and which we muſt take 
Care to perform (ſo far as human Nature 
wall admut) if we expect to be ſaved. 


Q. But 
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. But are we able to perform this of 
ourſe] elves, or by our own Strength? 

A. No. 

How then muſt we be enabled? 

A. By Gop's * Grace and Aſſiſt- 
ance? 

Q. What muſt we do to obtain Gopꝰ 8 
Grace? 

A. We muſt call for it by diligent 
Prayer. 

It is very true; and therefore our Church 
Catechiſm very wiſely requires of you, that 
you be able to ſay the Lord's Prayer, 
« Our Father, which art in Heaven, Sc.“ 

Q. What Relation doth Gop bear to 
us ? 

A. The Relation of a Father ? 

Where is Gop in an eſpecial manner 
preſent | ? 

A. He is preſent every where as to his 
Omnipreſence ; but more immediately in 
Heaven, the Place of his moſt eminent 
Glory. 

. What is the firſt Petition in the 
Lord's Prayer? 
44. Hallowed be thy Name.” 


holy 
4 Gop's Name. 
Q. When may Gop's Name be ſaid to 


vo hallowed ? 
A. When 


Q What do we here pray may be made 
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A. When it is never uſed unleſs on 15 
lemn, juſt, and devout Occaſions, nor even 
then, without Acts of Adoration. 

Q. What is the ſecond Petition? 

A. Thy Kingdom come.” 


Q. When may Gop's Kingdom be faid 


to come ? 
A. When all that profeſs his Name 


_ © endeavour to keep his Commandments, 
for then may He moſt truly be ſaid to 


reign in the Hearts of his Subjects, or 
Believers; when they endeavour to the 
utmoſt to conform their Lives agreeably 


to his holy Will: And we find that the 


Elders in the Revelations, when they would 
ſing an agreeable Anthem to the bleſſed 
Trinity; ſung this, The Kingdoms of the 
World are become the Kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of his Cbriſt. 
. What is the third Petition? 
A. « Thy Will be done in Earth as it 
is in Heaven.” 
What do we here pray concerning 
Gov's Will ? 
A. That it may be done in Earth, as 
it is in Heaven. 
Q. By whom is the Will of Gop done in 
Heaven ? 
A. By the holy Angels, and glorified 
Saints, 
Q. How is it done by them? | 
0 | A. With 


h 
t 
Y 
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A. With Joy and Readineſs, 
How ought it to be done upon 
Earth, i ? | 
A. With the ſame Joy and Readineſs. 
2 By whom? 
T By all Mankind. 

Q. What is the fourth Petition? 

A. Give us this Day our daily Bread.“ 

Q. What do we pray for in this Pe- 
tition ? 

A. All the Neceſſaries of Life, compre- 
hended under the Word Bread; fo that 
the Rich have nced to ule this Petition as 
well as the Poor; becauſe Gop can ſoon 
put down the Mighty from their Seat, 
and exalt them of low Degree. 

What is the fifth Petition? 
A; „ And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as 
V e forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us.“ 

Q. What do we here defire Gop to for- 
give us ? 

A, Our Sins. 

Q. How do we deſire Gop to forgive 
us ? 

A. Juſt as we forgive them that have 
offended us. 

Whom are we to forgive, if we 
hope for Forgiveneſs from Gov ? 

A. Thoſe that have offended us, for if 
we do not, every Time we uſe this moſt 
divine Form, we © pray for our own Dam- 

nation, 
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nation, for we deſire to be forgiven upon 
no other Terms than as we forgive. 
What is the ſixth Petition ? 

A. And lead us not into Temptation, 
« but deliver us from Evil.“ 

Q What do we here pray not to be led 
into ? 

A. Temptation. 

What is Temptation? 

A. The Wiles of the Devil to enſnare 
Mankind. 

Q. What do we pray to be delivered 
from? 

A. Evil: The Evil of Sin in this World, 
and the Evil of Puniſhment in the World to 
come; from both. which Evils | pray God to 
deliver us all. 

Q. What is the Doxology ? 

A. For thine is the Kingdom, the 
„% Power, and the Glory, for ever and ever. 
„Amen. 

Q. What is a Doxology ? 

A. A ſolemn Addreſs of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving to Gop. 

Q. What do we herein acknowledge to 
* to Gop ? 

A. The Kingdom, the Power, and the 
„Glory.“ 

Q. What Uſe ought we to make of thoſe 

three divine Attributes? 


A. To 
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A To obey his Laws; to dread his 
Power, ſo as to refrain from Sin, from a 
Confideration of his Vengeance upon im- 
penitent Sinners, and to long for a conti- 
nual Enjoyment of his Glory 1n a continued 
Courſe of a good Life. 

g . How long do we acknowledge the 

Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory, to be- 
long to Gop ? 

A. From everlaſting to everlaſting. Amen. 

Q. What deſireſt thou of Gop in this 
r ä 

A. < I deſire my Lord Gop, c.“ 

Q. Who is the Giver of all Goodneſs? 

A. GoD. ; 

Q. What is the firft Thing you pray 
Gop to ſend? 

A. His _. 5 5 

To whom do you pray Gop to ſend 
his Brace; e 

A. To me and to all People. 

Q. To what End or Purpoſe ? 

A. That we might worſhip Him, ſerve 
Him, and obey Him as we ought to do. 

p Q. What is the next Thing you pray 

or ? | 
A. „All- Things that be needful both 
« for our Souls and Bodies.” 

Q. What do we pray God * to be mer- 
« ciful to us, and to forgive us?“ 


A, Our Sins.“ ä 
Q. What 
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What do we pray Gop © to be ſaved 

« and defended from ? 
A. „All Dangers ghoſtly and bodily.” 
Q. What be ghoſtly or ſpiritual Dangers ? 
A. Things that expoſe my everlaſting 


Happineſs to Jeopardy, as all manner of 


Sins and Temptations. 

Q. What are bodily Dangers ? 

A. Any, or all the Accidents we are li- 
able to in this State; as the hurting our 
Limbs, or the like. 

Q. What do we pray Gop to keep us 
from ? 

A. „All Sin and Wickedneſs, from our 
« ohoſtly Enemy, and from everlaſting 
« Death.” 

Q. Here are three Things you pray Gob 
to keep us from : which is the firſt ? 

A. From all Sin and Wickedneſs.“ 

Q. What is Sin and Wickedneſs ? 

A. Breaking Gop's Laws. 

Q Which 1s the ſecond ? 


A. From our ghoſtly Enemy.” 


Q. Who is our ghoſtly or ſpiritual 


Enemy ? 
A. The Devil. 
Q. Which is the third? 
A. And from everlaſting Death.” 
Q. What Death do we pray againſt ? 
A. Everlaſting Deſtruction of Soul and 
Body in Hell. 


9. What 


11 
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What is the Foundation of our Truſt 
in God? 

A. His Mercy and Goodneſs, through 
our Lord Jxsus Chalsr. 

2 What is the Meaning of the Word 
Amen? 

A. So be it,“ or I give my Aſſent to it. 

9. « How many Sacraments hath CHRIS 
& ordained in his Church?“ 

A. Two only as generally, Sc.“ 

What doth the Word Sacrament 
ſignify ? 

A. An Oath, or a ſacred Remembrance 
of the Duties we are bound thereby to per- 
form. 

Q; Which be the Sacraments, name 
them. 

A, <« Baptiſm, and the Supper of the 
Lord.“ 

Q: What is Baptiſm ? 

A. The Seal of our Admiſſion into the 
Covenant of Grace, or Initiation into the 
Church of CHRIST. 

Q. What is the Supper of the Lord ? 

A. A ſolemn, and lively Repreſentation 
of our dear Redeemer's Sufferings, and 
Death, in the Symbols of Bread broken, 
and Wine poured out; which every true 

Follower of the ever bleſſed Jesvs ought 
at every Opportunity, very reverently, 


thankfully, and joytully to receive; and it 
is 
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is alſo the offering this Sacrifice again to 
Gop, as an Atonement for Sin, and Re- 
conciliation to his Favour. 

Q. Are theſe Sacraments neceſſary ? 

4. "LE. Ne 

Q. To what End are they neceſſary ? 

A. To Salvation. | 

Q. Are they neceſſary only to ſome par- 
ticular Perſons, or generally to all? 

A. Generally to all. 

Q. © What meaneſt thou by this Word 
&« Sacrament ? ” 


Ws,” 
Q. What kind of Sign is neceſſary to 
make a Sacrament ? 
A. An outward and viſible Sign, 
Q. What kind of Grace mult it be an 
outward and viſible Sign of ? 
A. An inward and ſpiritual Grace.“ 
Q. Who hath Authority to ordain ſuch 
a Sign of Grace ? 
A. CnxkisT himſelf, 
2. Who gives this Grace? 
A. Gop? 
Q. Of what Uſe are the Sacraments to 
us? 
A. Means of Grace. 
Q. What do they as Pledges? 
A. Aſſure us thereof; namely, the Par- 
don of our Sins, the being then admitted 
| into 


A. I mean an outward and viſible, 


|, 
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into Gop's Favour, having the Means of 
Grace afforded us to enable us to do our 
Duty here, and the Promiſe of everlaſting 
Happineſs in the Kingdom of Heaven here- 
after. 
Q. „How many Parts are there in a 
Sacrament ? ®? 
A. Two, the outward, Cc.“ 
Q. What is the outward viſible Sign, 
« or Form in Baptiſm ? ”? 
A. Water, wherein the Perſon, &c.” 
Q. Wherewith are Perſons to be,bap- 
tized ? 
A, Water. | | 
Q. In whoſe Name are they to be bap- 
tized ? = 
A. In the Name of the Father, and 
<« of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.” 
Q. Why are they ſo to be baptized ? 
A. Becauſe our bleſſed Lord, juſt before 
his Aſcenſion into Heaven, commiſſioned 
and commanded his Apoſtles to go and 
diſciple all Nations, or bring all Nations 
into the Profeſſion of his moſt holy Re- 
ligion, baptizing them in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Of which Circumciſion un- 
der the Law was the great Type. 
But does this a extend to 
the baptizing of Children? 
AM. Tes, 
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A. Yes, certainly ; for the Reaſor-why 
Fewiſh Children under the Law were cir- 
cumciſed at eight Days old was, becauſe 
they were Fewi/h Children, born of Parents 
in Covenant with Gop, and had thereby a 
Right to the initiating Seal, and all the 
Privileges of that Church. And we alſo 


find, when the Apoitle:, purſuant to their 


Lord's Commiſſion to them, had converted 
the Houſes of Lydia, and the Priſon- 
keeper, they immediately baptized their 
whole Families; and as no one could ever 
yet prove, that there were no Children in 
thoſe Families, ſo neither do we find Chil- 
dren in them excepted ; which I think is 
a ſufficient Anſwer to the Cavils and Diſ- 
putes againſt Intfant-baptiſm. 

Q. © What is the inward and ſpiritual 
Grace?“ 

A. A Death unto Sin, Sc.“ 

Q. What are baptized Perſons to die to? 

A. Sin. . 

Q. What are they thereby born to? 

A. Righteouſneſs. 

Q. What ſort of Righteouſneſs ? 

A. Not any kind of Righteouſneſs in- 
herent in them ; but the Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST imputed unto them by Faith. 

Q. What are you and all Perſons by 
Nature? 


** | A, Born 


— >” — we 
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by. Born in Sin, and under the Wrath 
of Gop, by original Corruption, from 
Adam our firſt Parent. 

Q. What are you made by Baptiſm ? 

A. Children of Grace, and thereby re- 
covered from that loſt, deplorable State, by 
the Efficacy of the Merits of that ſecond 
Adam, that Life-giving Spirit, by whom, as 
St Paul ſays, All are — * alive. | 

Q. What is required of Perſons to be 
c baptized?” 

A. Repentance whereby, Sc.“ 

Q. What is Repentance ? 

A. Forſaking Sin, with a hearty Sorrow 
for it, Hatred to it, and reſolving againſt it. 

Q. What is Faith? 

A. As St Paul defines it, The Subſtance - 
of Things hoped for : the Evidence of Things 
not ſeen : which are the Promiſes of God made 
us in that Sacrament, upon the Conditions o 
Repentance towards God, and Faith towar 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 

Q. Why then are Infants baptized, 
« when by Reaſon of their tender Age 
e they cannot perform them ? ®? 

A. < Becauſe they promiſe them both 
&« by their Sureties, Sc.“ 

Q. What do Infants promiſe in Baptiſm ? 

A. Repentance and Faith, | 

Q. By whom do they promiſe them ? 

A. By their Sureties. | 
G Q. Who 
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Q. Who are bouud to perform ok 
Promiſes ? 

A. Themſelves. 

Q. Whenarethey bound toperform them ? 

A. When they come to Age or Diſcre- 
tion of underſtanding what the Promiſe 
binds them to. 

« Why was the deen of the 
8e Lord's Supper ordained ? ” 

A. For the continual Remembrance, Sc. 

What are we to remember in the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper? 

A. The Sacrifice of Cur1sT's Death, 
the infinite Love of our dear Redeemer, 
in taking our loſt Caſe into his Conſidera- 
tion, and dy ing for us an ignominious tempo- 
ral Death; for no other Reaſon, but to deliver 
us from the bitter Pains of eternal Death. 

Q. What is the Death of CHRIS herecalled? 

A. The Chriſtian Sacrifice, or the Offer- 
ing which CHRISH made of himſelf upon 
the Altar of the Croſs at Feruſalem, as a 
full, perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, Obla- 
tion, and Satisfaction for the Sins of the 
wholeWorld : To which grand Sacrifice, the 
Paſchal Lamb, under the 7ewi/h Oeconomy, 
pointed, typified, or prefigured, as did alſo 
many other Ceremonies under the Law. 

. How was Cnr1sT typified under the 
Law, beſides by the Paſchal Lamb ? 
. Moſt eminently by the Brazen Ser- 

. and the Offices of the High- Prieſt. 
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How was our Lord typified by the 
Brazen Serpent? . 
A. When Moſes made the Serpent of 
Braſs, and lifted it up on a Pole in the 
Sight of the //raelites, whoever of them 
had been bitten of Serpents, if they would 
but look up to that Serpent, with a lively 
Faith in the Power and Promiſe of Gap, 
were ſurely cured of that Malady. Even 
ſo whoſoever firmly believeth in the Effi- 
cacy of CHRIST's Merits, by being lifted 
up on the Croſs, and liveth ſuitably to ſuch 
a Belief, are ſure to be delivered, not only 
from their original Corruption, but from 
all the Snares and Temptations, which that 
old Serpent, called the Devil and Satan, 
hath caſt in their Way, and not permitted 
to periſh, but to have everlaſting Life. 
Truly, O bleſſed Jesvs ! thus giving thy 
Life for thy Sheep, thou haſt maniteſted 
thyſelf to be that good Shepherd. 
Q. How was our Lord typified by the 
High-Prieſt under the Law ? | 
A. The Law had only the Shadow of 
thoſe good Things, the Subſtance whereot 
was compleated by Car1sT our Great 
High Prieſt, as will evidently appear, by 
comparing one with the other; for the 
High-Prieſt under the Law, could enter 
no farther than the Holy of Holies, but 
Cur1sT, our High-Prieſt, entered Heaven 
G 2 the 
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the High- Prieſt could enter but onec-4 
Year, but CHRISTH entered once for all; 
the High-Prieſt entered with the Blood of 
Bulls and Goats; but CHRIS TH entered with 
his own Blood; the High-Prieft could not 
continue, by Reaſon of Death; but CHRIS 
liveth ever, and hath an unchangeable 
Priefthood ; the High-Prieſt could make 
an Atonement only for the Sins of the 
People of rael; but CHRIST, our High- 
Prieſt, is able to ſave them to the utter- 
moſt that come to Gop by him, ſeeing he 
ever liveth to make Interceffion for us: 
The High-Prieſt was obliged firſt to make 
an Atonement for his own Sins, before he 
could for the Peoples; but CHRIST, our 

eat High-Prieſt, had no ſuch Imper- 
fecteen, for never an unholy Thought ſprung 
from his heavenly Soul, nor ever an un- 
clean Word proceeded from his gracious 
Lips; but was, as the Apoſtle ſays, holy, 
harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from Sinners, 
and higher than the Heavens; that immacu- 
late Lamb of God, without Blemiſh, and 
without Spot, | 

Q. How long is the Sacrifice of CuRIS 
to be remembred in this holy Sacrament ? 

A. Until the End of the World, when 
it ſhall pleaſe CHRIST to tranflate his 
Church mto Heaven, and to inveſt us with 
chat Glory he is now preparing for us. 

Q. What 
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Qi. What Thoughts ought to accompan 
_ worthy Rece Mit of this any Sa 
crament ? 

A. They ſhould comfort themſelves with 
the Thoughts of that bleſſed Time, when 
they ſhall ſit with him at his Table in his 
Kingdom, and be admitted to the great 
Feaſt of the Lamb, to eternal Communion 
with Gop the Judge of all, our glorified 
Redeemer, and the bleſſed Spirits of juſt 
Men made perfect. 

Q. What elſe beſides the Sacrifice of 
Cnxr1sT's Death are we to remember in the 
Lord's Supper ? | 

4. „The Benefits that we receive there- 
Q. What be thoſe Benefits ? | 

A. The Aſſurance of our Sins being 
pardoned, and our Perſons graciouſly ac- 
cepted ; the conveying ſpiritual Life to our 
Souls, whereby we are enabled chearfully 
to run our Race through all the Troubles 
and Temptations we may probably ſtruggle 
and contend with, until we arrive at the 
End of our Hopes, the Prize of our high 
Calling in Gop through the Merits of 
him, the Memorial of whoſe Sufferings 
we in this Sacrament moſt gratefully com- 
memorate. | 

Q. What is the outward. Part or Sign 
« of the Lord's Supper? Fong 
G 3 A. “ Bread 
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A. Bread and Wine, which the Lord 
« hath &c.” - 

Q. Hath CHRISFH commanded both 
Bread and Wine to be received ? 

A. Yes; for he expreſly ſaid, Do ibis in 
Remembrance of me, including both Bread 
and Wine. 

Why muſt we ne receive 
both: ? 
Al. Becauſe CHRIS commanded it. 

| . « What is the inward Part, or 

«© Thing ſignified ? ? | 

A. The Body and Blood of CHRIST, 
« which are, Sc.“ 

What is it that is verily and indeed 
taken, and received by the Faithful in the 
Lord's Supper? 

A. The ſpiritual Energy, or Effects of 
CHRIS T's Body and Blood, which are cer- 
tainly conveyed by this Sacrament to every 
worthy Receiver. 

Q. Is Cax1sT's real Body and Blood 
received in this Sacrament ? 

A. No, certainly ; for according to this 
Notion, ChRISH muſt have eaten his own 
Fleſh, -and drank his own Blood, at the 
Time that he inſtituted this holy Ordi- 
nance. Though this groſs Abſurdity is 
ſo obſtinately maintained in the Church of 
Rome, againſt the true genuine Senſe of 
thoſe Texts of Scripture which they have 
urged 
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urged for its Vindication, and the common 
Senſe of all Mankind. 

5 Are there any Texts of Scripture 

eem to favour this Notion ? 

A. In the ſixth Chapter of St John's 
_ Goſpel, there are, which at firſt View, 
ſeem to favour it; as, 1 am the Bread of 
Life, I am the Bread which came down 
from Heaven, My Fleſh is Meat indeed, 
and my Blood is Drink indeed. But a 
literal Conſtruction of theſe Texts, is as 
contrary to the true Meaning of them, as 
Light is to Darkneſs; for who can ima- 
gine, that our Lord's human Body, or 
Fleſh, came down from Heaven, when it 
is ſo evident, that it was conceived in the 
Womb of the Virgin Mary, at Nazareth 
in Galilee, by the overſhadowing of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Certainly, we might as well 
conclude, that our Lord's natural human 
Body was compounded of Wood and Iron, 
becauſe he ſaid, I am the Door; or, that 
he is a real Grape Vine, and his heavenly 
Father a real Gardener, becauſe he ſaid, 
J am the true Vine, and my Father is the 
Huſbandman; which would be the higheſt 
Abſurdity, as well as the moſt horrid 
impious Blaſphemy : For to be ſure all 
that he intended, by calling himſelf the 
Door, was to ſignify, that there was no 
coming to Gop, but by, and through him 
4 and 
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and all that he intended by calling ve 
the Vine, was to ſignify the ſpiritual Union 


betwixt him and his Church, they being 


the myſtical Body, whereof he is the Head. 


And it may be as certainly depended upon, 


that all he intended by calling himſelf the 
Bread of Life, the Bread which came down 
from Heaven; and ſaying, that his Fleſh 
is. Meat indeed, and his Blood Drink in- 
deed, was to declare the ſpiritual Nouriſh- 
ment proceeding therefrom, to every be- 
lieving Soul, who by a lively Faith, an un- 
teigned Repentance, and univerſal Charity, 
apply to themſelves the Merits of his Sut- 
terings and Death, whenever they approach 
to celebrate the Memorial of it in this moſt 
holy Sacrament; and endeavour, to the 


uttermoſt, to live ſuitable to ſuch high in- 


eſtimable Benefits and Privileges. 

Q: What are the Benefits Set we 
& are Partakers thereby? 

A. The ſtrengthening and refreſhing 
« of our Souls, Sc. 

L. What is it that is ſtrengthened and 
refreſhed ? | 
A. Our Souls, 


A Whereby are our Souls ſtrengthened 


and refreſhed ? | 
A. By the comfortable Remembrance of 


what Cur1sT did and ſuffered for us; bo 
tne 


SrIRITUAL ASSISTANT. 129 


the ſpiritual ap. and Effects of his moſt 
prectous Body and Blood, 

Q, How are our Souls ſo ſtrengthened 
and refreſhed ? 

A. Juſt as our Bodies are by the Bread 
and Wine. 

2: What is required of them who 
« come to the Lord's Supper?“ 

A. To examine themſelves, Sc.“ 

2: Well, here are four Things to be ex- 
amined by every one that worthily receiveth 
the Lord's Supper; which is the firſt? 

A. Whether they repent them truly 
« of their former Sins.“ 

9. What are Men to repent of before 
they come ? 

A. Their former Sins. | 

92. How are they to repent of them? 

A. Truly, and ſincerely, by ftedfaſtly 
purpaling to lead a new Life. x 

2 What is the ſecond Thing to be ex- 
amined ? 

A. Whether they have a lively Faith in 
Gon's Mercy through CHRIST. | 

Q: What kind of Faith ought they to 
have ? > 

A. A lively Faith, which worketh from 
the Conſideration of CarisT's Love, an 
obedient Behaviour to his moſt holy Com- 


mands ? | 
G5 R, Is 
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2, Is there any other kind of Faith 1 in 
CHRISTH beſides ? 
A. Yes; and too many unhappily rely 
on it, namely, the thinking CHRIST hath 
done all for them that is neceſſary to make 
them happy, without any Endeavours of 
their own. But ſuch would do well to con- 
ſider, that it is as neceſſary for them to de- 
* from Iniquity, as to profeſs CHRIS T's 
ame. Thou believeſt, thou doſt well: 
The Devils alſo believe and tremble. But 
wouldſt thou know, O vain Man? Faith 
without Obedience, is as ſurely dead, as thy 
Body is without thy Spirit.” Can we ima- 
gine that the Son of Gop, the ſecond Per- 
ſon in the ever bleſſed Trinity, would con- 
cern himſelf to take upon him our Nature, 
and to ſuffer and die, that he might render 
us the more ſecure and confident in our 
Sins? Would he ſee no Corruption in his 
"Body, that we might harbour all the Filth 
and Corruption imaginable in our Souls ? 
Did he valiantly triumph over the Sharpneſs 
of Death, that we might be Slaves to that 
which is worſe than Death? CHRISTH hath 
promiſed that he will come and dwell with 
thoſe whom he aſſumes into the Society of 
his myſtical Body: But can we think that 
he who went from a clean new Sepulchre to 
the heavenly Manſions, will deſcend from 
thence to take up his Habitation in rae 
rotten 
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rotten Sepulchre of a Heart poſſeſs'd and 
polluted with the Love of what he infinitely 
hates? It will little avail us, that CHRIST 
roſe from a temporal Death, unleſs we alſo 
endeavour to riſe from a ſpiritual one. For 
thoſe who do not in this Senſe imitate, as 
well as believe CHRIST's Reſurrection, ' are 
to expect no Benefit from it, but that 
direful Sentence, Depart from me, ye Work- 
ers of Iniquity. 

9. What is the third Thing to be ex- 
amined? 

A Whether they have a thankful Re- 
membrance of CHRIST's Death. 

Q: What Kind of a Remembrance ought 
they to have of the Death of CHRISH ? 

A. A thankful Remembrance.“ 

2. How ought theſe Thanks to be ex- 

preſs'd ? 

A. Not only with our Lips, but in 


«© our Lives, by giving up ourſelves to his 


6 „Service, and by walking before him 

in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all our 
« Days.” 

2 What is the fourth and laſt Thing to 
be examined ? 

A. Whether they be in Charity with all 
Men, 

Q: Who muſt they be in Charity with, 
that would worthily receive the Lord's 


Supper? 
| G © A. All 
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A. All the World. | 
9, What Kind of Repentance, Faith, 
and Charity is neceſſary in our Preparation? 
A. A ſincere Repentancè, a lively Faith, 
and an univerſal Charity. 


THUS have we gone through the 
Method of Inſtruction our holy Mother 
hath preſcribed us; whereof we may juſtly 
fay, as our bleſſed Lord told the young 
Man in the Goſpel, viz. This do, and tbou 
Halt live. And the Obſervation I would 
humbly beg Leave to make thereon is only 
this; that among the Variety of Modes and 
Faſhions in which Chriſtianity is dreſt, to 
the Grief of the truly orthodox and fincere 
Chriſtians, and the Scandal of Chriſtianity 
in general; we can never ſufficiently ad- 
mire the Providence of God, in appointing, 
us within the Pale of ſo excellent a Church, 
wherein the Means of Grace are ſo regu- 
larly, ſo ſolemnly, and fo apoſtolically ad- 
miniſtred. Here we are furniſhed with 
right and worthy Notions of that moſt ſa- 
cred Being, we are obliged to adore, and di- 
rected to a Service moſt agreeable to the 
Spirituality of the divine Nature, as re- 
vealed to us in the bleſſed Scripture. Every 
Line of our Duty is pointed to us, as it 
were with a Sun-beam; and in ſo plain a 
Character, as that he that runs may read 
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it. Here we are happily preſerved from 
the groſs Ignorance, Error, and Superſtition 
of Popery on the one Hand; and the en- 


thuſiaſtical Heats, and wild Freaks, of 


Schiſm and Faction on the other: And 
would the Members of our moſt excellent 
Church, but ſincerely endeavour to be fo 


careful in ordering their Lives, as our holy 


Mother has been in ſettling her Principles, 
the Enemies of our Zion, would have. both 
little Encouragement to attack, and leſs 
Power to hurt us; the Church of Ergland 
might then diſdain all the wicked Attempts 
and Deſigns that are daily made and formed 
againſt her; and triumph in that comfort- 
able Aſſurance that her dear Redeemer hath 
given. her, namely, That even the very 
Gates of Hell ſhall never be able to prevail 
againſt her. And what you have now 
carefully to obferve is, that as you know 
theſe Things, your entire Happineſs, both 
here and hereafter, will, through the Merits 
of CHRIST, entirely depend on the doing 
of them. 


Ven 


ALMIGHTY 
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ALMIGHTY GOD, who haft 


given thy only Son to be unto us both a 
Sacrifice for Sin, and alſo an Enſample of 


godly Life; Give me-Grace that I may 
always moſt worthily and thankfully re- 


ceive the Memorials of that his ineſtimable 


Benefit; and alſo daily endeavour myſelf to 
follow the bleſſed Steps of his moſt holy 
Life, through the ſame thy Son JESsus 
CHRIST. our Lord. Amen. 


ALMIGHTY GOD, our heavenly 
Father, who of thy tender Love towards 


Mankind, haſt ſent thy Son our Saviour 


Je$vs CnrisT to ſuffer Death upon the 


Croſs for our. Redemption, who lay in- 
Darkneſs, and the Shadow of Death, that 
he might make us thy Children, and exalt 
us to everlaſting Life; and to the End, 
that we ſhould always remember the ex- 
ceeding great Love of our Maſter and only 
Saviour, thus dying for us, and the innu- 
merable Benefits which, by his precious 
Blood-ſhedding, he hath. obtained to us, 
He hath inſtituted and ordained holy 
Myſteries, as Pledges of his Love, and for 
a c inual Remembrance of his Death, to 
our u and endieſs Comfort: For theſe 
ineſtimable Bleſſings and Benefits, with 
Angels and Arch-Angels, and all the Com- 
pany of Heaven, I laud and magnify thy 
6&4 glorious 
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lorious Name, deſiting to ſubmit myſelf 
entirely to thy holy Will and Pleaſure, and 
ſtudy to 8 Thee with Him, and the 


bleſſed Spirit, in Holineſs and R ighteouſ- 
neſs all the Days of my Life. Amen. 


WHEN all thy Mercies, O my God! 
My riſing ſoul ſurveys; 

Tranſported with the View, I'm loſt 
In Wonder, Love, and Praiſe. 

O how ſhall Words, with equal Warm, 2 — 
The Gratitude declare 

That glows within my grateful Heart: | 
But thou can'ſt read it there. 


Thy Providence my Life ſuſtain'd, 
And all my Wants redreſt, 

When in the ſilent Womb I lay, 

And hung upon the Breaſt. 1 

To all my weak Complaints and Cries; F1 
Thy Mercy lent an Ear, 41 

Ere yet my feeble Thoughts had learnt 
To form themſelves in Pray'r. 


Unnumber'd Comforts on my Soul 
Thy tender Care beſtow'd, 

Betvie my faithleſs Heart conceiv'd 
From. whom thoſe Comforts flow'd. 

Through ev'ry Period of my Life 
Thy Goodneſs Fit purſue, 

And iter Death, in diſtant Worlds, 
The glorious Theme renew. 


MozxinG- 
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Moxrxninc-PrayYtR for a Family. 


Moſt holy and bleſſed Gon, who art 

preſent every where, a Searcher of all 
Hearts, and from whom no Secrets are hid, 
be pleaſed to cleanſe and ſanctify us in Soul 
and Body, enable us to glorify thy Name 
en Earth, by finiſhing the Work thou haſt 
given us to do; ſubdue our Corruptions, 
and mortify our unruly Paſſiogs, keep us 
from the Snares of worldly Pleaſures, make 
us ſet our Aﬀections on Things above, and 
bring all the Powers of our Souls and Bo- 
dies into a willing Subjection to thy Go- 
vernment. Pity our Weakneſs, ſuccour us in 
all Temptations, ſupport us in all our Af- 
fictions, and give us in thy due Time a happy 


Iſſue out of them. Make us ever mindful 


of the End for which we were made, of the 
Uncertainty of this Life, and affect us dul 
by the Thought of that Eternity to whic 
we are haſtening. Let thy Faith and Fear 
ever dwell in our Hearts, that it may be 
our continual Exerciſe to keep Conſciences 


void of Offence towards Thee our Gop, 


and all Men. Enable us to ſtand always 
upon our watch, with our Lights burning, 
that we may be ready to receive the Bride- 

groom 
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groom of our Souls at whatever Hour he 
cometh. Bleſs all our Governors in Church 
and State, make them Miniſters to us for 
Good, and we obedient to them. Give thy 
Grace to all the People of this Nation, that 
they may live in Unity and godly Love, 
and promote each other's Welfare. Bleſs 
all our Relations and Friends, pardon and 
forgive out Enemies, ſuccour all under 
Affliction, hear and relieve them when they 
call upon thee, Bleſs this Family, provide 
for, and defend us by thy Protection. Pre- 
ſerve us throughout this Day, proſper our 
lawful Affairs, let no Variance prevail 
among us, but keep us in Chriſtian Love 
unto our Lives End. Finally, we prai 
thee for all thy Mercies, for the Reſt and 
Safety of the Night paſt, for the renewed. 
Comforts of the preſent Day, and all thy 
good Providences, for the Means of Grace, 
thy great Patience towards us, and Calls to 
us. But above all, for the Fountain and 
Foundation of all; the Merits and Medi- 
ation of our Lord and Saviour JESUS 
CnxrrsT, who died for our Sins, roſe again 
for our Juſtification, and ever liveth-to 
make Interceſſion for us: In whoſe only 
revailing Name, and moſt prevailing 
Words, we conelude theſe our unworthy 
Petitions: Our Father, &c. 


EvENIxG- 


- — 


138 Evening Prayer for a Family. 


EveninG-PrayYeR for a Family. 


Eternal Gop! Infinite in all Per- 
fection, and worthy of all Praiſe ; 
we have too long neglected that great Sal- 
vation purchaſed for us by the Blood of 
thy Son. Be pleaſed to-awaken us, that we 
may carefully improve the reſt of our Days, 


and diligently endeavour to make our Call- 


ing and Election ſure Guard us againſt 
the Snares of this World, the Luſts of the 
Fleſh, the Seducements of wicked Men, 
and the Wiles of the Devil, that we may 
perſevere in our Chriſtian Race unto Death, 
and may in the End attain everlaſting Life. 
To this End, make us ever remember the 
Uncertainty of this Life, and the Unprofi- 
tableneſs of all earthly Things in the Hour 
of Death. Make us chooſe thy Favour as 
the chiefeſt Good, thy. Son as our Prince 
and Saviour, and thy Kingdom as our Por- 
tion. And when our Souls ſhall be ſum— 
moned to leave this earthly Tabernacle, 
receive us into thoſe Manſions our. dear 
Redeemer has purchaſed for thoſe that love 
and obey him. Bleſs theſe three Nations 
with Plenty, Peace and Safety, with the 

| Increaſe 


Evening- Prayer for a Family. 139 
Increaſe of all that is good, and ſend Peace 
amongſt all Nations. Be pleaſed to bleſs 
and preſerve our Sovereign King George; 
make his Government a Blefling. to his 
People, and make us ſenſible of that Bleſs- 
X ing. Bleſs all in Authority under him, 
E direct all their Counſels and Actions to thy 
Glory and the public Good. Vouchſafe 
to ſuccour all that are in Affliction, and relieve 
them as their Neceſſities of Soul and Body 
| want. Be gracious to all our Relations and 
Friends, and preſerve: them from all Evil 
unto everlaſting Life. Be gracious to this 
Family, dwell with us, and rule over us, 
| preſerve us in Peace and Safety, and let thy 
Spirit rule in our Hearts, that we may diſ- 
charge our Duties to each other, and live 

in Chriſtian Union, Purity, and Peace. 
Vouchſafe, O Thou that never ſlumbereſt 

nor ſleepeſt, to protect us this Night, pre- 

ſerve us from all Dangers, and ſuffer no 

Evil to befal any of us. And foraſmuch 

as we know not whether we ſhall fee the 
Light of another Day, be pleaſed, good 

Gop, now to ſeal to every Soul of us the 
Pardon of all our Sins through the Blood 

of the Lamb, that when we lay down on 

our Death beds, we may reſt in Hope of 

a bleſſed Reſurrection. Finally, we mag 

nify thy holy Name, O Lord, for out Cre- 
ation, 


140 A Prayer for @ Young Perſon. 
ation, Preſervation, and all the Bleſſings of 
this Life, for the Means of Grace, the 
Price of our Redemption, thy bleſſed Goſ- 
pel, thy holy Ordinances, and all the Aſ- 
ſiſtances of thy good Spirit: Humbly im- 
ploring thy Grace, that we may ſo live to 
thy Praiſe on Earth, as at laſt, with glori- 
fied Saints, and holy Angels, to meer? . thy 
Name for ever. All which we humbly 

„ for the Sake of JESUS CHRIS H our 
Lord and Saviour, in whoſe moſt prevail - 
ing Name and Words we conclude our 


unworthy Prayers : Our Father, &c, 
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| OST glorious and bleſſed Gop! 
the Life of Life, and the Gop of 


our Salvation! I look up to Thee the. 


Fountain of Goodneſs (through our Lord 


Jz$8Uus CHRIST) with humble Thank- 


fulneſs for all the Mercies of this Life, 
and Hope of everlaſting Happineſs. It 
is of thy great Goodneſs that I was born 
in a Chriſtian Land, and of thy in- 
finite Mercy that I was early brought 
into thy Covenant of Life and Peace thro' 
the Blood of the New Teſtament. O my 
Gop | Ideſire to embrace the Engagements, 

as 
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as well as enjoy the Bleſſings of it, earneſtly 
7 beg thy Grace to live ſuitably to my 
, holyProfefſion. May I never diſhonour thy 
| holy Name, nor in Thought, Word or 
| Deed deny the Lord that bought me. Send 
thy holy Spirit, I beſeech Thee, into my 
Soul, Vouchſafe to inflame my Soul with 
that divine Fire which may at once conſume 
all my ſinful Luſts. Lord make me to 
know Thee, and JESUS CHRIST whom 
thou haſt ſent : Prepare my Soul to receive 
him ſincerely in all his ſaving Offices; and 
make him effectually to me a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give me Repentance and For- 
giveneſs of Sins. Through him, O Lord, 
forgive me my natural Corruption, and heal 
my leprous Soul, forgive all my actual 
Sins againſt thy infinite Goodneſs. Keep 
me by thy Grace from every ſinful Way, 
and guard me againſt the Solicitations of 
daring Sinners. Shew me the Vileneſs 
of ſenſual Pleaſures, the Emptineſs of 
worldly Enjoyments, and the Folly of get- 
ing any Thing on Earth by the Loſs of 
thy Favour. 
Bleſs me, O Lord, with an early Piety, 
and unblameable Life, a hopeful Death, 
and a bleſſed Reſurrection. Give me, good 
God, thy Peace, which paſſeth all Under- 
ſtanding, and ſo preſerve me from the 
Corruptions 
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Corruptions of this World, that I may in- 
herit -the Glory of thy everlaſting King- 
dom. Make me to lead my Life in 
thy Fear, and the Senſe of thy Favour; 
to grow in Grace, as I advance in Years, 
ever mindful of my Creator, my Mor- 
tality, and my Redeemer, to whom I 
muſt give my future Account; that livin 

here to thy Glory, I may for ever — 
thee in thy glorious Kingdom, through 
Jesus CHRIST, in whoſe molt prevailing 
Name and Words I ſum up all my imper- 


- 


F 2 fect Petitions, ſaying, Our Father, &c. 
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6 following authentic Relation is 
to . deter all Perſons from calling 
down the Vengeance of Gop, ar taking 
his holy Name in vain. 


Thurſday, Jan. 25, 1753. 
RuTH Prirce, of Pottern, agreed 
with three other Women to buy a Sack of 
W heat, one of the three collecting the Money, 
and diſcovering ſome to be wanting, de- 
manded it of Rur Peirce, who faid, 
ſhe had paid her Share, and raſhly wiſhed 
ſhe might drop down dead if ſhe had not; 
which ſhe inſtantly did, on repeating her 
Wiſh, with ſome Money concealed in her 
Hand ; to the Amaze and Terror of the 
crowded Market. 


This is the Inſcription of a monumental 


Stone, erected in the Market- place of the 
Devizes in Wilts. As Witneſs my Hand 
this 27th of December, 1700. 


 Raren Goop, Mayor. 
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„ „ „„ CAMEL IC EE CAR AXE eee eee, 


* a 


A Friendly Caution to Sunday Pleaſure- 
takers, in two remarkable, and incon- 
teftable Inſtances. 


I 


In St Jobn's Church-yard, at the Devizes 
in Wiltſhire, is an Obeliſk, about ſixteen 
Feet high, with the following Particulars : | 


On the EAS r. 
A Cherubim, with two Trumpets. 


On the No RTE. 


In Memory of the unfortunate End of 
Robert Merrit, and Suſannah his Wife, 
Elizabeth Tiley, her Siſter, Martha Carter, 
and Joſiab Derbam, who were all drowned, 
in the Flower of their Youth, in a Pond 
near this Town, called Drews, on Sunday 
Evening the goth of June, 1751, And 
are underneath entomb'd. 


On the Sour. 


This Monument, as a uſeful Monitor to 
young People, to remember their Creator 
in the Days of their Youth, was erect 
by Subſcription, | 

On 
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On the Wrxs r. 


Remember the Sabbath- day to keep it 
twly. | 
Theſe unfortunate People were in two 
Beer-Coolers, nailed together in that Pond, 
for Gentlemen to Angle in it, which over- 
.- I 


A Sermon was preached on the Occa- 
ſion from Pſalm ix. Verſe the iſt. Save 
me, O God, for the Waters are come in, even 
unto my Soul, X , 


II. 


The untimely Death of a Gentleman at 
Bath, in 1732, who diſagreeing with ano- 
ther in Gaming, on a Sunday Morning, in 
Time of divine Service, a Duel enſuing, 
he was hurried away to give an Account of 
his Conduct in the midſt of his Crime, by 
a Piſtol, 


An excellent Sermon was preached in 


the Abbey-Church on the Occaſion, by 
the then Reader, from St Matthew v. Verſe 


the 24ſt. Le have heard, that it bath been 


ſaid by them of old Time, Thou ſbalt not kill. 


-v 
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The learned and pious BiſhopBlackbalP's 
Obſervations on the Difterence be- 
tween a natural and a violent Death, 
in a SERMON preached at St Paul's, 
before the Lord-Mayor, and Court 
of Aldermen, January 19, 1703, 
being the FasT-Dar for the great 
Storm in November before. 


Or thoſe Eighteen, upon whom the Tower 
in Siloam fell, and flew them, think ye that 

| they were Sinners above all Men that dwelt 
in Jeruſalem ? I tell you Nay , but except 
ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 


E may be miſtaken in the Nature 

of thoſe Things which we account 
Good or Evil. Particularly, we uſually ac- 
count it a great Bleſſing for a Man to live 
to the full Term of human Life, which, 
as the Pſalmiſt ſays, is Threeſcore and 
Ten, or Fourſcore Years, and then to die 
- peaceably in his Bed; and a great Misfor- 
tune for a Man to be cut off in the * 

0 
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of his Days, to be taken away in che Flower 
of his Age, eſpecially it it be by a violent 
D-ath. But I ſay, that if we conſider the 
Thing well, we ſhall perceive that the Dif- 
ference between that which we account a 
Bleſſedneſs, and this which we account a 
Misfortune, is rather imaginary than real, 
that it is not in the Things, but in the 
Perſons ; becauſe that to a good Man, any 
Death, at any Time, is a Happineſs : 
„ Bleſſed are the Dead which die in the 
% Lord,” and to a wicked Man, who lives 


and dies in his Wickedneſs, the longeſt Life 


is no Bleſſing, and the eaſieſt Death no Com- 
fort. To a good Man, I ſay, an early or 


late Death, are either of them, in ſome 


Reſpects, an Advantage; for if he dies 
young he is the ſooner freed from the Mi- 
ſeries of this evil World, and tranſlated to 
a ſecure and everlaſting Happineſs, where 
he is placed out of the Reach of Sin and 
Temptation, and out of Danger of falling 
away from Gop. And is not this an Ad- 
vantage ? To be taken from his Work at 
Noon, and then to receive his Wages, when 
others are forced to endure the Burden, 
Heat, and Toil of the whole Day ; nay, 
perhaps to continue till late at Night, work- 


ing out their Salvation with Fear and Trem- 


bling. But then, on the other Side, if it 
pleaſes Gop to grant him a long Life, this 
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alſo will turn to his Advantage; for tho* 
he be not fo happy now at preſent as 
his . Co-eval is who died younger, yet he 
has this to comfort him, and bear him up 
under the Toil and Labour which he is {t44l 
to undergo; that the longer he continucs 
in this State of Warfare, and the more 
Enemies he encounters and overcomes, his 
Victory will be ſo much the greater, and his 
Crown the more glorious ; that though he 


Rays longer for his Pay, he ſhall receive 


it at laſt with large Intereſt ; that his patient 
Continuance in Well-doing ſo long, will be 
recompenſed with a more ample Reward; 
and that his light Afflictions, which are but 
for a Moment, will work. for him a far 
more exceeding and eternal Weight of 
Glory. - So that upon the whole Matter, 
every good Man may ſay with St Paul, 
« To me to live is CHRIST, and to die 
« is Gain,” 

But now, on the other Side, to a wicked 


| Man to die ſoon is a Curſe, and yet to live 


long is no Bleſſing. For if he be cut off 
young, he dies like a Fool, and is hurried 


away into endleſs Miſery, without having 
enjoyed ſo much as his Portion of good 
Things in this Life. And if his Days be 
prolonged, ſtill he is an unhappy Man; for 
the longer he lives, the more Time he has 
to account for, and every Day's Miibeha- 

viour 
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viour will add to his Puniſhment ; and the 
longeſt Life is but as a Moment, in Com- 
pariſon with that Eternity which he will 
then be condemned to ſpend in fruitleſs 
Repentance, and unprofitable Sorrow. 

Well, but however, you will ſay, it is 
better to die in an Houſe, than in the Street 
or Fields; to be carried to the Grave by 
one's Friends, than to be eaten up by Fiſnes 
or wild Beaſts. It is a ſad Thing, you 
will ſay, to be burned in one's Bed, or to be 
cruſhed: to picces by the Fall of an Houle 
to be caſt away at Sea in a Storm, or to be 
dried up and withered in an Inſtant, by a 
Flaſh of Lightening, and the like. I 
anſwer, If Death itſelf be terrible, as it cer- 
tainly is to the Man that lives in Sin, it is, and 
muſt be, terrible whatever Shape it comes in. 
But if it is not terrible in itſelt; as to a good 
Man, who is at Peace with Gop, and in his 
own Mind, it is not; I do not ſee, why the 
Garb and Dreſs of it ſhould ſo much fright 
us, or why we ſhould judge any one Sort of 
Death much better or worſe than another. 

There are, I think, but two Things that 
can reaſonably be thought to make very 
conſiderable Difference between one Sort of 
Death and another, viz. either becauſe one is 
more painful, or elſe becauſe it is more ſud- 
den than another; we will therefore con- 
ſider theſe two Things diſtinctly. 
II 3 1 
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iſt, Whether a violent Death be more 
painful than what we call a natural Death; 
for if it be ſo, I grant it is in that Reſpect 
worſe. But of this, I think, we can be no 
competent Judges, becauſe it is Matter only 
of inward Senſe, for we never tried either of 
them ourſelves, neither have we ſpoken 
with any that have tried either of them, and 
much leſs both of them. The only Way 
therefore that is left for us to judge by, is- 
the Obſervation that we make concerning 
others; and if Groans, Sighs, Complaints, 
frequent Swoonings, convulſive Motions, 
and Fits of Madneſs, be any Indication of 
extreme Pain, and I think they are the beſt 
we know of, there will be nothing then 
wanting to perſuade us, that they who, be- 
fore they die, lie burning many Days in a. 
high Fever, or are tormented with a long, 
Fit of the Gout, or Stone, or Cholic, in 
Extremity, do endure as much Torture, 
as they that are broken upon the Wheel, or 
burnt in the Fire, or ſuffer any other Sort 
of violent Death. The Truth is, human 
Nature is capable of ſo much Pain, and no 
more; and I believe there are many Diſ- 
eaſes that cauſe us as much Pain as our 

Nature in this State will bear; and if any 
Pain exceeds theſe Limits, if it once grows 
intolerable, human Nature ſinks under it. 
Extremity of Pain will foon put an End to 

| / itſelf, 
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bleſome Vehicle which cauſes its intolerable 
Uneaſineſs. So that in the State we are 


now in, a moderate Pain may be lingringg 


and laſting ; but if it be violent, it cannot 
long continue. 
But 2dly, This perhaps may be ac- 


counted the great Unhappineſs of a violent 


Death, that it is for the moſt Part ſudden 


and unexpected; that the Soul and Body, 
theſe two old Friends, are parted, without 
taking a ſolemn Leave of each other, and 
the Man is hurried away to Judgment 


without any Warning: 


And this, I confels, is a dreadful Con- 
ſideration to a wicked Man; it is a ſad 


Thing for ſuch a one, by the Fall of a 


Tile, or the Kick of an Horſe, to be ſent 


away into the Regions of Darkneſs, when 
perhaps he had never before, once ſeriouſly 


thought of Death, when he had not made 
the leaſt Preparation for it. But there are 


many Ways of dying-as ſudden as by any 


ſad Accident whatſoever ; and it is a ſad 
Thing for ſuch a one to go away in his 


Sleep, or to die of an Apoplexy, or to be 
ſeized with an incurable Lunacy. Nay in- 
deed it is a ſad Thing for ſuch an one to 


die at all, for it is to be feared no Death 


can be good after a wicked Life; for it is 
not the ſaying, Lord have Mercy, that will 
cure 


«elf, and relieve the Soul from that trou- 


good Man is al. 
die, and is ever in Ex- 
h; and nothing can be 


Apoplexy, or it, when he firſt 
of his natural Sleep, he finds 
other World and it is all one 

:O 


to him, if he receives his Death by the Shot 
of a Bullet, by a Flaſh of Lightning, or by 
the Fall of a Tower or an Houſe, The 
manner of dying can make no great Dif- 
ference, when either Way it is over in the 
Twinkling of an Eye; and when, as ſoon 
as ever the Man's Soul is: releaſed from the 
| Priſon of the Body, this Houſe of Clay, it 
finds the bleſſed Angels ready to receive it, 
and conduct it to Heaven; and the Son, 
its Redeemer, and all the holy Company 
of the Spirits of Juſt. Men made perfect, 
ready to congratulate its ſafe Arrival to the 
Manſions of everlaſting Joy and Bleſſedneſs. 
Or if this be a Surprize, it is ſuch an one as 
we ſhould rather deſire and rejoice at, than 
be afraid. of; ſuch an one as it was to St 
Peter, who having, as I may fay, left him- 
ſelf in the Priſon aſleep between two Sol- 
diers, and bound with two Chains, he found 
himſelf at his awaking under the Conduct 
of an Angel, walking in the Streets of 
Jeruſalem; a ſudden Surprize indeed it was, 
but it was a bleſſed one; it was ſuch as 
might make him at firſt in ſome Doubt, 
whether what had happened to him was 
true, or that he had only ſeen a Viſion; but 
it was alſo ſuch an one, as when he came 
to himſelf, and was ſure of the Truth of it, 
could not but yield him great Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction. 
Thus, 
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Thus, you ſee, we may be miſtaken in 
the Nature of thoſe Things which we ac- 
count Good and Evil; and particularly, 
that a long Life, and a natural Death, are 
not ſo certainly good; nor a ſhort Life, and 
a violent Death, ſo certainly evil, as they are 
commonly ſuppoſed to be. The great Dif- 
ference between the one and the other, de- 
pends upon the Goodneſs or Wickedneſs of 
the ſeveral Men to whom they befal: To 
a good Man, all Things are good; and to 
a wicked Man, all Things are evil: and the 
very ſame Event, which to one of them 
would be the beſt, may to the other, be 
the worſt Thing that could happen; ſo that 
we cannot pronounce any Man bleſſed or 
miſerable, from the Accidents. that befal 
him here. | 


To apply theſe Obſervations to the fore- 
mentioned Inſtances. | 

Now, though we cannot pretend to ſay, 
that thoſe Sabbath-day Pleaſure-takers, 
were greater Sinners than thoſe who were 
not ſo cut off, nay, we may reaſonably pre- 
ſume them not ſo great as thoſe who pro- 
ceed 1n a continual Series of Gaming, and 


many other trifling Amuſements (even in 
Time of Divine Service) very unſuitable to 


the Dignity of the Day; yet we may affirm, 
without Breach of Charity, that had they 
been 
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been aſſembled in Congregation with their 
Neighbours, or employed in Exerciſes 
agreeable to that ſacred Time, they had 
been preſerved from ſuch a Death as the 
Church prays to be delivered from. And it 
would be happy, if Prophaners of God's 
moſt facred Name and Day, Gameſters, 
and all other ſuch notorious Offenders 
againſt the divine, and even human Laws, 
would ſtrictly guard againſt the very firſt 
* 8 to it, from what may be the 
miſerable Conſequences; for which of them 
can ſay, Hitherto will I go, and no farther? 


O Almighty and everlaſting Gop, whoſe 
Righteouſneſs ſtandeth like the ſtrong 
Mountains, and Judgments as the great 
Deep; I adore and magnify thy glorious 
Name, that I am not cut off in the Midſt of 
my many and great Tranſgreſſions, but that 
thou haſt ſpared me though I have ſo wor- 
thily deſerved Puniſhment : Spare me yet, 
good Lord, and impreſs upon my Heart, ſuch 
a Senſe of thy Long-ſufiering, and tender 
Mercy, as may guard me againſt the firſt 
Approach of offending thy moſt ſacred 
Laws. May I conſtantly live, as if I am 
to die the next Hour; let me never think, 
ſpeak, nor do any Thing, that may wound 
my Conſcience, provoke thy Anger, or 
cauſe me to tremble at thy awful Bar ; but 


teach 
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teach me ſo to number my Days, that I may 
feriouſly and diligently apply my Heart to 
holy and heavenly Wiſdom, during my ſo- 
Journing here; that I may live in Peace, 
die in Comfort, and finally, through the 
Merits of my ever bleſſed Redeemer, be 
numbered with thy Saints in everlaſting 
Glory. Amen and Amen. 

And grant, O Lord, that the Courſe of 


this World may be ſo peaceably ordered by 


thy Governance, that thy Church may joy- 
fully ſerve thee in all godly Quietneſs, 
through Jesus CHRISH our Lord. Amen. 
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